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non ingenium artibus atque ſcientiis utcunque ornatum et imbutum ; 
ſed animum communi utilitati inſeryientem dignitas ſequitur. | 
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E may obſerve, in the words of a cele- 
brated philoſopher, that we began this 
work, © non tam perficiundi ſpe, quam experi- 
E undi voluntate.” After the trial which it has 
nov had, by the publication of the firſt volume, 
5 0 it is with pleaſure we find, that it has met with 
no indifferent reception from the public. We 
1 are not indeed ignorant, that the ſucceſs of a 
: new undertaking is often promoted by cir- | 
1 cumſtances unconnected with any merit in the 
Vork itſelf. But we may be bold to affirm, 
that, if theſe Commentaries be void of utility, 
we have been much deceived by ſome of our 
readers, who could have no motive for flat- 
tering us, and who unqueſtionably are able 
N judges of the real merit of any medical publi- 
ä 5 
— Thus ſupported in our labours by the encou- \ 
nagement of the public, and the approbation « 
: individuals, we can have no heſitation in deter- 
1 mining to continue them. And we ſhould not 
at preſent have troubled our readers with any 
preface, had we not eſteemed it neceſſary to 
 aſlign reaſons for ſome part of our future con- 
duct. - 
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PREFACE 


May valuable correſpondents, | with that 
freedom which becomes philoſophers, have 


ſuggeſted alterations in the plan of theſe Com- 
mentaries which they imagine would be im- 
provements. We are well convinced of the 

utility of ſome additions which they propoſe ; 


and we are not inſenſible of the objections 


which lie againſt articles that have been ad- 
mitted. But we cannot help thinking, that 
our plan is already as extenſive as the limits 
ve have aſſigned for the execution will allow. 
And we do not imagine that we could ſubſtitute 
any articles of greater utility, in the place of 


| thoſe which we have already adopted. Theſe 


conſiderations have determined us to perſiſt, 
for another volume, in our preſent plan, re- 
ſerving every alteration till we ſhall at leaſt be 


enabled to judge from the ene of a ſe- 
cond year. 

| There is, however, one particular which we 

think it neceſſary to mention thus early, becauſe 

we have ſome thoughts of afterwards admitting 

it. It has been ſuggeſted to us, that a regiſter 

of epidemics in different parts of the kingdom, 


would conſtitute a valuable article. After the 
authority of the great Sydenham, it is needleſs 


to inculcate the importance of this ſubject. But 
3 I 


. 
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it becomes neceſſary to mention it at preſent; 
| be publiſhed ſooner than in our volume for 1775, 
the preſent year. It is therefore a topic on which 


we would wiſh to be favoured with the obſerva- 
tions of correſpondents; and, by what we learn 


now conclude this preface with a few reflections 
aim has been to colle& from every ſource dil. 
coveries of real importance. It is not, however, 


to be imagined, that we have aſſented to the 


ther. Many of them can be confirmed or 


favour either of the invidious, by virulent 


And while we can acquit ourſelves of all par- 
tiality and prejudice, we have no reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that we und accuſed by any of our 
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becauſe although the regiſter for 1774 cannot 


yet it muſt be prepared during the courſe of 


from them, our future conduct ſhall be regula. 
ted. „ 
| After theſe obſervations on our plan, we ſhall 


of a different nature. In the execution, our 


truth of all the opinions here brought toge- 


refuted by the teſt of future experience alone. 
We have endeavoured to preſent them to our 
readers, with the arguments which we found 
in ſupport of them, without courting the 


cenſure, or of the vain, by unmerited applauſe. 


readers. 
A 4 | Many 
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Many other particulars, beſides zeal for the . 
improvement of medicine, and an unbiaſſed re- 
gard to truth, are neceſſary for executing this 
work with all the advantages of which it is 
capable. But our readers are now poſſeſſed of 
ſufficient data, for determining how far our 
abilities and induſtry are equal to the taſk we 
have undertaken. | To their judgment we muſt 
refer the deciſion. But, while we have the 5 


ſatisfaction to reflect, that a favourable opinion 


has been formed of our firſt volume by ſome, 
to whoſe learning and abilities great deference 
is juſtly paid, we hope that we need be leſs dif- | 


fident concerning the determination of others. 


With regard to future volumes, we can only 
promiſe, that, if abilities be not deficient; in- 
duſtry ſhall not be wanting. And we may ob- 


ſerve, that, for very obvious reaſons, the lenger 


vue perſiſt in this undertaking, it will be the leſs 


difficult to render it extenſively uſeful, 
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_ Obſervations on the Diſeaſes in Long Voyages to 


hat Countries, and particularly on thoſe which 
prevail in the Eaft Indies. By John Clark, M. D. 
formerly 8 urgeon of the Talbbr Indiaman. 8 vo, 
London. > 


THE public has of late been favoured with, 
many judicious obſervations upon the diſ- 


eaſes of warm climates. This ſubje&, however, 
which muſt be highly! important to ſuch a nation 


as Great Britain, is by no means e auſted. 


And the practical remarks with which we are 
nere preſented, are no inconſiderable addition to 


:hoſe already made. 
Mr 


. a 


„ mie 


Mr Clark, now Dr Clark, has divided his 


treatiſe into two parts. In the firſt we are pre- 


ſented with a medical journal of two voyages to 
the Eaſt Indies; and in the ſecond, with prac- 


tical obſervations concerning the prevailing 


diſeaſes there. As the firſt of theſe parts does 
not admit of abridgement, we ſhall proceed to 
take notice of ſome of the moſt intereſting par- 


 ticulars | in the ſecond. 


in voyages to the Eaſt Indies, under three 
general heads, derived from their cauſes. 1 e, 


Thoſe ariſing from heat. 2dly, T hoſe occa- 


ſioned by heat conjoined with moiſture. And, 


zaly, Thoſe occaſioned by cold conjoined with 


moiſture. The diſeaſes referred to the firſt of 
theſe diviſions, are, he obſerves, but incon- 
ſiderable, and conſiſt chiefly of flight fevers, 
admitting of an eaſy cure. To the ſecond he 


refers remittent and putrid fevers : and to the 


laſt, ſea-ſcurvy. | 
he diſeaſes which prevail on have 3 in hot 


climates, he divides into thoſe of the dry, and 
thoſe of the wet ſeaſon. To the firſt belong 


fluxes from acrid bile, the cholera, dry belly- 


ach, inflammations and obſtructions of the 
liver. And to the laſt, fevers and fluxes, 


. 5 


The author claſſes the diſeaſes which. occur t 
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| which are malignant in proportion to the heat 
and humidity of the air, and to the noxious 
exhalations from marſhes and uncultivated 
tracts of country. After this claſſification of 
the diſeaſes, he obſerves, that thoſe in their 
nature moſt deſtruQive are, fever, cholera, 
dry belly-ach, dyſentery, hepatitis; and at ſea, 
the ſcurvy. - He then proceeds to treat of * 
ticular diſeaſes. | 


Alfter a full deſcription of the remittent fever, . 


he preſents us with ſome obſervations on thoſe 
remedies which have uſually been employed in 
the cure. Bleeding, which, in ſuch fevers, has 


in general been recommended where there are 


any ſigns of plethora, he found, was, even in 
| thoſe caſes, attended with a bad effect. He ad- 


mits the uſe of antimonials in the beginning of 
theſe fevers ; but is of opinion that they are hurt- | 


ful where the diſeaſe is once confirmed, or has 
arrived at any degree of malignity. Where an 
antimonial i is to be uſed, he prefers tartar emetic 


to every other preparation ; and recommends 


that it ſhould be given in the form of a powder 
mixed with magneſia. Io Dr James's powder 
S 
its operation, but that the profuſe db. 


which it occaſions render it highly injurious in 
. 06 
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hot Ame He is of opinion, that all the 
advantages which have been aſeribed to the 
ſaline draughts of Riverius, ſpiritus mindereri, 

and nitre, may be obtained from lemonade, | 

or acidulated barley-water. Camphor, ſer- 
pentaria, muſk, caſtor, ſal ſuccini, fat cornu 
cervi, and the pulvis contrayeryz, after pro- 
ö per trial, he was induced entirely to lay aſide. 
He found that bliſters were more effectual in 
relieving the head, that wine was a better cor- 


dial, and that warm fomentations or the pedi- 


luvium were more powerful 2 — and 
diaphoretics. 
| After theſe obſervations on the remedies 
which have been commonly employed, Dr Clark 
proceeds to mention the method of cure which 
he followed. This conſiſted in cleanſing the 
inteſtinal canal, by gentle vomits and purges, 
in preſcribing Peruvian bark in as large doſes 
as the patient's ſtomach would bear, without | N 
any regard to remiſſions or exacerbations, and 
in directing a diet of the moſt antiſeptic kind, 
conſiſting chiefly of vegetables. To confirm 
theſe remarks, he ſubjoins the hiſtories of ny 
_ caſes which fell under his care. 7 
After giving a deſcription- of the putrid dy- 
ſentery which reigned at Bengal in 1768, he 


obſerves 3 
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obſerves, that he does not remember to have 
met with above a caſe or two which ſeemed to 
require bleeding; and that, even in theſe, the f 
operation, though performed early, did not in the 
leaſt relieve the patient. As emetics and 8 
gatives, which in this diſeaſe are remedies of the 
greateſt conſequence, he recommends tartar 


emetic and the neutral purging ſalts. For cor- 


recting the taſte of bitter ſaline purges, he pro- 
poſes an addition of cream of tartar, lime-juice, 
or brandy. He is of opinion, that, in the pu- 
trid flux of warm climates, calomel is-a very 
improper addition to any purgative. After re- 
peated trials, he maintains, that he has been able 
to reap very little advantage from ipecacuanha, 
and that he has frequently-tried the extract of 
log-wood and the ſimarouba as aſtringents, with- 
out any effect. Although the Peruvian bark be 
not ſo great a ſpeciſic in fluxes as in fevers, 


yet he is of opinion, that it is poſſeſſed of virtues 


far ſuperior to any other aſtringent; and he 
affirms, that in the putrid flux at Bengal, no me- 


dicine was attended with more wonderful effects. 


Ile recommends, the ſame diet in dyſentery, 
as he had formerly done in fever. But, when 
dhe diſeaſe has been of long continuance, or 


the patient in a convaleſcent ſtate, he adviſes, 
that 


that both ripe fruits and vegetable acids be 
uſed ſparingly, as by their laxative quality 
they are apt to bring on a return of the dif- | 

| order. | To illuſtrate the method of treatment 
Which is here 7 a few caſes are ſub- 

5 joined. 


Dr Clark next preſents us with fone Abr : 


vations on the hepatitis, or diſeaſe of the liver. 
Of All the viſcera, the liver is moſt ſubject to 
_ diſeaſe in warm climates. As hepatitis ſome- 
times attacks people in perfect health, and 
at other times is the conſequence of preceding 
diſeaſes, Dr Clark thinks, that it may wit 


propriety be divided into original and ſymp- : 


romatic. After a ſhort account of the ſymp- 
| toms, he obſerves, that, although in cold 
climates the cure be in general truſted to 


plentiful bleeding, antiphlogiſtic purgatives and 


| bliſters; yet, in the Eaſt Indies, this method 
has been found unſucceſsful. He tells us, | 
that the molt experienced practitioners there 
preſcribe. mercury, as an infallible remedy 
-in this diſeaſe. With this view it is both 
rubbed externally upon the region of the liver, 5 
and given internally in ſuch doſes as to excite 


gentle falivation. Our author puts great de- 
pendence upon this practice; 3 but he is at 
| the 
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the ſame time of opinion, that its ſucceſs 
has been greatly exaggerated, and that it has 
often been employed where the diſeaſe would 
have yielded to more gentle remedies. | 
Six caſes only of original bepatitis fell under 
the author's care: In five of theſe, mercury 
was employed with ſucceſs ; and in one, the 
cure was completed by bleeding, purgatives, 
and a bliſter. When the diſeaſe of the liver 
is the conſequence of obſtinate fevers and 
fluxes, he is of opinion, that mercury would be 
improper, and that every other method of cure 
will be found ineffectual. In confirmation of 
this opinion, he relates three caſes, all of which 
terminated fatally. 

He next treats of ſcurvy. The great bags 
of ſuccels, entertained from the malt infuſion 
recommended by the ingenious Dr M+Bride, 
induced him to give it a fair and candid trial. 
But, from ſix caſes which are ſubjoined, it 
appears, that this remedy had no influence, 

cither in removing the diſeaſe, or in checking 
its progreſs. He ſeems to have reaped greater 
benefit from Dr Silveſter's antiſcorbutic drink, 
which is made by boiling three ounces of 
crude white tartar, four ounces of juniper 
berries, two drains of ginger in powder, one 
dram 


5 dram of cloves in powder, and five pounds 


of coarſe ſugar, in ſix gallons of water. After 


| boiling half an hour, the whole is poured into 

a tub, and allowed to ferment. It may be 
| uſed as ſoon as the fermentation is begun, from 
one to three pints daily. He concludes this 
ſubject, however, with obſerving, that, with- 


out dry air, dry clothes, and good nouriſh- 


ment, every medicine for ſcurvy will de 


VVV 


 Rheumatiſm, which is by no means a com- 
mon diſeaſe of warm climates, ſometimes attacks 
ſeamen, from ſleeping upon deck in night- dews, 


and at other times it is the conſequence of 


remitting fever or dyſentery. In the firſt caſe, 
it is in general acute, and, in the laſt, it is 


always chronic. When fixed pains in the joints 
reſiſted every remedy uſually employed in this 
diſeaſe, Dr Clark obſerves, that they were 


totally and expeditiouſly removed, by rubbing 
mercurial ointment upon the parts affected, and 
u the ſame time giving the common mercurial 
paill internally. He adviſes, however, that theſe 
medicines be laid afide before they produce 


ſalivation, as it in general renders the cure more 
incomplete. 


In 
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In treating of the venereal diſeaſe, the author 


obſerves, that mercury can be uſed with much 
leſs freedom in warm than in cold climates. 
| He thinks that gonorrhcea may in general be 
cured without it; and, when it is employed in 
confirmed pox, he adviſes, that it never be 
given in ſuch quantities as to excite ſalivation. 
For this reaſon he directs that it ſhould be 
| begun in ſmall doſes; ; that the patient be not 
expoſed to the heat of the ſun, but kept ex- 
ceedingly cool ; and tha. neither flannel, nor 
any covering more than ordinary be put upon 
| his head. 


This treatiſe is eoncuded with an appendix, 
containing ſome obſervations on ſea-proviſions ; 
on the regimen of the ſick 3 on the medicine- 


cheſt; and on the means of preſerving. the 
| health of Europeans, upon their arrival at Ben- 
gal. He recommends, that the quantity of ſalt- 
| ed beef allowed to the common ſeamen ſhould 


be diminiſhed, and that they ſhould be allowed 


a ſufficient quantity of coarſe ſugar and tea for 
breakfaſt. He adviſes, that at the Cape of 
| Good Hope, Madeira, Johanna, or Madagaſcar, 
where oranges and lemons can be procured at 
a ſmall expence, a quantity of their juice ſhould 
be preſerved, by adding to it about a fifth part 


Vor. H. B of 
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of ſpirits ; and that an allowance of this liquor 
' ſhould be ſerved out to the ſhip's company, 
both at ſea, and in thoſe pores of India where 
vegetables are high priced. 

In the regimen of the ſick, he inculcates the 
neccſſity of a ſettled allowance of wine. For 
other articles of nouriſhment, he recommends 
rice, ſago, portable ſoup, and a few of the uſual 
dried fruits. . 

With regard to the medicine · cheſt, he ob- 
ſerves, that none of the liſts which he has 
peruſed, contain leſs than one hundred and fifty 
articles, many of which are ſuperfluous, and 


warm climate. He adviſes, therefore, that 
many articles, which ſerve only to increaſe the 
expence, ſhould be omitted; and the quantity 
of others much augmented, particularly of Pe- 
ruvian bark and Glauber ſalts. He thinks, that 
there ſhould be at leaſt forty pounds of the ; 
| former, and thirty pounds of the latter. 
_ Clark obſerves, that, of all the Engliſh ; 
| Tettlements in India, Bengal is the moſt un- 
healthy. This he thinks is in a great mea- 5 
ſüure to be aſcribed to the arrivals happening : 

there, either . the rainy months, or im- 


mediately 


others ſoon become uſeleſs from keeping and a 
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mediately before them. He therefore adviſes 


thoſe who mean to ſettle at Bengal, to paſs the 


month of July, Auguſt, and September on the 
| healthy coaſt of Coromandel. He adviſes, that 
the regiments at Bengal ſhould be recruited 
with ſoldiers who have ſpent at Raſt twelve- - 
months at Madras. He concludes with ob- 


ſerving, that the moſt effectual method of 


preſerving the lives of ſeamen, who muſt. 
neceſſarily be ſtationed every year at Bengal 
during the ſickly ſeaſon, is by anchoring the 
: ſhips at Cogeree, which he eſteems the moſt 
healthy ſtation in the river; and by allowing 


the men a ſufficient quantity of wine, when 


they are e brought low » diſeaſe. 


Th 


Diſſertatio medica inauguralis, de Opii Uſu in 


morbis inflammatoriis, auctore Roberto-Butler 
Remmett. 8vo, * | 


8 there are few Ain x more uſeful than 


A opium, ſo there are few which, when im- 


1 3 exhibited, are attended with worſe con- 
Yo ſequences, | To aſcertain, therefore, the diſeaſes, 
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in which it may de employed with advantage, 
is undoubtedly an object of the greateſt im- 


ſtands the experience of thoſe eminent men, 
De Haen, Storck, and Huxham. Inſtigated 
by theſe authorities, he propoſes to conſider, 
whether the common prejudice be properly 
founded or not. In order to determine this 
queſtion, he firſt treats of the effects of opium 


upon the human body in a ſtate of health; 
and then offers ſome remarks on its uſe in 
| inflammatory diſeaſes. 


ſerves, that it at firſt induces ſerenity of mind; 
but that dulneſs, and ſlowneſs both of the pulſe 
and reſpiration ſoon ſucceed; then follows a 


ſleep to all appearance natural. He farther 
_ affirms, that it diminiſhes animal heat, and al! 


” the ſecretions and excretions from the body, 


portance. 


| The author of this diſſertation ſets out with 
_ obſerving, that its uſe has been very generally 
condemned in all inflammatory diſeaſes : But 


that, in oppoſition to this general opinion, 


With reſpeQ to the effects of opium, he ob- 


perſpiration excepted, which, on the contrary, 
it increaſes. It likewiſe produces coſtiveneſs, 
and diſturbs the functions of the ſtomach. If it 


be taken in a large doſe, vomiting vil often be 


produced; 
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produced; and if this do not happen, when the | 
quantity is very great, convulſions, and even 
death itſelf, will be the conſequence. 
Beſides the effects above enumerated, which 
Dr Remmett conſiders as the only conſtant ones 
ariſing from opium, he allows that, on ſome 
_ occaſions, it alſo induces cheerfulneſs, an in- 
| (creaſe of the venereal appetite, and an effloreſ- 
| cence on the ſkin. But theſe he regards merely 
as adventitious and ſecondary ſymptoms, ſince | 
they very ſeldom occur, and, when they do 
happen, ſeem only to be conſequences from 
the primary effects mentioned above. The 
cheerfulneſs and increaſed venereal appetite, 
he refers to the ſerenity of mind; and the 
efloreſcence on the ſkin, to the increaſed 
perſpiration. 3 
Ihe effects of opium, he obſerves, are evident 
affections of the nervous ſyſtem, ſince they muſt 
all be referred to the powers of ſenſe and 
motion. As theſe are moſt certainly diminiſhed 
by opium, he concludes, that all its effects are 
to be explained from its ſedative power. But 
| here a queſtion ariſes, whether it acts immedi- 
| ately upon the nervous ſyſtem, or affeQs it in 
a ſecondary way only, by firſt rarifying the 
dlcod ? An argument in favour of the laſt ſup- 
- tn B 3 poſition, 7? 
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poſition, has been drawn from the diſpoſition 


which the blood of the Turks has to flow more 


copiouſly and readily from a wound a than that 
of any other nation. This argument, however, 


the author rejects, becauſe he is of opinion, that 


this ſtate of the blood, even allowing that it 
does exiſt, muſt be attributed to the vitiated 
digeſtion which ſucceeds the long uſe of opium, 
as it never occurs till affections of the alimen- 
| tary canal have been induced. He concludes, 


therefore, that this hypotheſis is unſupported, 
and ſeems fully convinced, that opium aQs im- 
mediately upon the nervous ſyſtem, from the 


| ſuddenneſs of its operation. All the effects it 


exerts are, he obſerves, frequently produced 
before it has been half an hour in the ſtomach. 


And that they have even been finiſhed before 
it left that organ, is evident, from an opium-pill 
being diſcharged by vomiting long. after Its 


operation had ceaſed. 
The author, after a full confideration of the 


effects of opium, having thus endeavoured, both 
from reaſon and experience, to deſtroy every 

idea of its ſtimulant power, and to prove, that 

its influence is purely ſedative, proceeds, in the 


ſecond part of his diſſertation, to offer ſome 
remarks upon its uſe in inflammatory diſeaſes. 


"Þ hat 


. 
3 


COMMENTARIES. 23 


That he may be better enabled to do fo, h he ſets 
out with inquiring into the ſymptoms and cauſes 
of inflammation. Theſe induce him to conſider 

bw as action of the veſſels, attended with 

ſpaſm, as the proximate cauſe of all inflamma- 
_ tory diſeaſes, whether general or topical. But, 
before he adopts this concluſion, he thinks i * 
neceſſary to examine the opinion of Boerhaave, 

who referred inflammation to obſtruction pro- 
ceeding from a lentor of the fluids. This 
opinion, however, he rejects, ſince the buffy 
coat upon the blood, which was conſidered by | 
| Boerhaave as a demonſtration of his lentor, 
ſcarcely appears in the firſt days of any diſeaſe, - 
and cannot be thought to produce that inflam- 7 
mation which happens in conſequence of any 
mechanical injury. Beſides theſe objections, 

he brings the experiments of Mr Hewſon, 
from which it appears, that the buffy coat 
upon the blood proceeds rather from tenuity 

than lentor. He farther obſerves, that ob- 
| ſtruction alone is not capable of producing 
inflammation, fince ligatures upon arteries 

have no ſuch effect; and ſince it is proved, by 
j the experiments of Dr Haller, that the motion 
1 of the blood in the extreme veſſels is ſo ſlow, 3 | 
N if they be obſtruſted, it flows gently — 
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back again to the firſt anaſtomoſis, by which 
the circulation is complete. 


Having, for theſe reaſons, relinquiſhed the 
opinion of Boerhaave, he returns to his former 

ſuppoſition. that inflammation depends upon 
an increaſed action of the veſſels, conjoined with 
ſpaſm. For the removal of theſe affections, ge 

thinks that opium is well adapted, as he ſuppoſes 

it to poſſeſs a ſedative power only, and to dimi- 
niſh all the animal actions; particularly becauſe 
it diminiſhes animal heat, renders the pulſe 

flower, and promotes perſpiration, which are 


the changes phyſicians in general wiſh 


| induce, for the removal of es 


diſeaſes. He concludes, therefore, that, at 


leaſt from reaſoning a priori, good effects 
may be expected from opium in theſe com- 


plaints. 


ſymptoms of inflammation; and that, in 
meaſles and hemorrhages, which are both 1 in- 
en affectiont, Dr 1 uſed 1 it with 


equal 


He next conſiders, how far this opinion is 
ſupported by any other facts than thoſe formerly 
mentioned from De Haen, Storck, and Hux- 
ham. He obſerves, that Dr Lind gave opium : 
with the beſt ſucceſs, even in the hot fit of inter- 
mittent fevers, when attended with all the | 
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cqual freedom and advantage. From all that 
has been ſaid, therefore, Dr Remmett concludes, 
that it 1s at leaſt probable, that opium is capable 
of doing great things in inflammatory diſeaſes. 
| He allows, however, that a more certain 
determination of this point can be obtained 
only by a cautious repetition of practical obler- 
vations. | 
Admitting that opium is proper in inflamma- 
tory diſeaſes, there. are, however, ſome. parti- 
culars which claim attention in its uſe. This 
diſſertation, therefore, is concluded with ſome 
cautions reſpecting its employment in theſe. 
Theſe cautions refer chiefly to its power of re- 
ſtraining excretions. | 
His firſt caution is againſt coſtiveneſs, as, by 
ſtimulating the ſyſtem, it will have a tendency 
to increaſe inflammation. With this view he 
recommends clyſters, becauſe medicines taken 
by the mouth may diſturb the ſtomach, which 
in febrile complaints is frequently weak and 
irritable, and may interrupt the operation of 
the opium. This caution, he tells us, is to be 
obſerved in all fevers, particularly in thoſe in 
which either the alimentary canal itſelf or parts 
near it are affected with inflammation ; becauſe, 
in theſe caſes, the ſtimulus of the fæces will be 
| particularly 
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particularly pernicious ; and clyſters will be ſer- 
viceable by acting as fomentations. 

In ͤ8an inflammation of the bladder, the author 

cautions us againſt inſenſibility of its neck; be- 
cauſe, by this means, the ſtimulus of the urine 
may not be perceived, and hence the bladder, 

from exceſſive diſtention, may become inca- 
pable of expelling the urine. In ſuch caſes, he 
recommends the uſe of the catheter, as occaſion 
may require, and, the application of relaxant 
epithems to the os pubis. . „5 


In peripneumony and pleuriſy, when opiates 


are employed, beſides laxatives, he recommends 
alſo the uſe of expectorants; becauſe ſuppreſſed 
evacuation is very unfavourable in theſe diſeaſes, 
which are ſeldom removed without a conſider- 
able diſcharge by the lungs. 


Dr Remmett concludes with obſerving, that 


opiates do not permanently ſuppreſs excretions, 
although they have that effect for ſome time. 
Hence, from that circumſtance at leaſt, there is 
leſs reaſon to dread their uſe in inllammations 
_ than * at firſt be imagined. 
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ige/tion of the Stomach after Death. By 
inter, F. R. S. and Surgeon to St 
George's Hoſpital. Vid. Philoſophical Tranſ- 
actions, vol. 62. 4to, London. 


IN this diſſertation we are preſented with the 


nomy, which throws conſiderable light on the | 


principles of digeſtion. Mr Hunter informs 
us, that there are few dead bodies in which the 
| ſtomach, at its great end, is not in. ſome degree 


digeſted. From this fa& he draws ſeveral con- 


cluſions, which tend to overturn very generally 
received opinions, with regard to the diſſolution 


of food in the ſtomach. 
The ingenious author of this paper begine with _ 
obſerving, that an accurate k.owledge of the ſtate 


of the body in health, is the only foundation - 
by which we can properly judge of it in diſeaſe. 
In order to form an accurate opinion of the ap- 
pecarance of dead bodies, it 1s neceſſary to conſi- 


der the chan ges Which they undergo after death: ; 
And 


. 
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And theſe, he obſerves, have never been ſuffici- 
ently attended to. By this means, appearances 
which are natural have been ſuppoſed to have 
ariſen from diſeaſe, and parts really diſcaſed 

have been miſtaken for the natural ſtate. 
Digeſtion, he obſerves, can neither be rec- 

koned a proceſs of the living nor of the dead 
body; becauſe, although its cauſe ariſes from 
life, yet it can be continued after death. It 

may, therefore, he thinks, be juſtly eſteemed a 

caſe of a mixed nature. He obſerves, that there 

are many powers in nature, which the living 
principle cannot enable the animal matter, 
with which it is conjoined, to reſiſt; but that 
there are others, againſt which it is able to pre- 
ſerve the ſubſtance it inhabits, and to pre- 


vent that diflolution which would otherwiſe 


enſue. Of this laſt kind is digeſtion. To prove 
| this, he obſerves that animals, or parts of 
animals, poſſeſſed of the living principle, when 
taken into the ſtomach, are not in the leaſt 


affected by the powers of that viſcus. Hence it 


is that animals of various kinds live in the ſto- 
mach, or are even hatched and bred there; 


but, the moment that any of them loſe the : 


living principle, they become ſubje& to the di- 
geſtive power of the ſtomach. FO 


= 


From 
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From theſe obſervations, Mr Hunter accounts 
for the appearance mentioned in the beginning 
of this paper, the diſſolution or digeſtion of the 


| ſtomach at its great extremity, which he hass 
frequently obſerved upon diſſection. That ſuch 
an effect really does take place is, ſays he, ſuffi- 
ciently proved, from comparing the inner ſur- 
face of the great end of the ſtomach with my : 


other part of its inner ſurface. 


Theſe appearances, he at firſt imagined, might Y 


be produced during life, and might be the cauſe 


of death. But, upon finding that they had no 
connection with the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, 
which proved mortal to the patient, and that 
they were chiefly found in thoſe who died 
| ſuddenly, in conſequence of hanging, or other 
violent cauſes, he was obliged to deſert this 
ſuppoſition. Being, however, employed in a 
courſe of experiments concerning digeſtion, and 
obſerving the ſimilarity between the half-diſſol- 


ved parts of the ſtomach and half- digeſted food, 


he was enabled to account for the phænomenon 

in a more ſatisfactory manner. It occurred to 
dim, that it was to be aſcribed to the proceſs of 
digeſtion going on after death, as the ſtomach, 
den deprived of the living principle, was no 
longer able to reſiſt the power of that men- 
„ OY 
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ſtruum which it had itſelf formed for the dige- 


| ſtion of its contents. 


In this opinion he was confirmed, 1050 attend- | 


5 ing to what happens in the ſtomachs of fiſhes. 
All theſe animals die of violent deaths, and may 
be faid to die i in perfe& health, with their ſto- 

machs in general full. In them the progreſs of 
_ digeſtion is diſtinctly marked, as they frequently 
ſwallow, without maſtication, fiſh which are 
larger than the digeſting part of their ſtomachs 
can contain. In ſuch caſes, there are many in- 
ſtances where the part of the ſwallowed fiſh, 


which is lodged in the digeſting part of the ſto- 


mach, is more or leſs diſſolved, while that part 
which remains in the ceſophagus is perfectly 
' ſound: And in theſe caſes, as well as in the 
human body, the digeſting part of the ſtomach 
is often reduced to the * ſtate as the digeſt- 
ed part of the food. 


Theſe appearances, Mr Hunter imagines, 


throw conſiderable light upon the proceſs of di- 
geſtion. They ſhow, that it is not affected by a 
mechanical power, by contractions of the ſto- 
mach, or heat. They prove, that ſomething, 
ſecreted in the coats of the ſtomach, is thrown 
into its cavity, and there animalizes the food, 
or aſſimilates it to the nature of the blood. 
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4 Letter 4 Richard Pulteney, M. D. F. R. 8. 
to William Watſon, M. D. F. R. S. concerning 


the medicinal Effect. of a poiſonous Plant exhi- 
| bited inſtead of water-parſnep. Vid. Philoſo- 


phical Tranſactions, vol. 62. 4to, London. 


II this letter we are preſented with an account 
| of very beneficial effects reaped from a 


plant which has hitherto been very little, if at 


all, uſed in the practice of phyſic. This plant 
Dr Pulteney ſuppoſes to have been the 

Oenanthe crocata of Linnzus, which is in 
general known by the ug name of Hem- 


lock-dropwort. 


'The caſe in which he had an opportunity of 


becoming acquainted with its uſe, was that of a 
man, who, from the age of fifteen till he arrived 


at forty, was affected with a moſt violent cuta- | 


neous eruption. With a view to remove it, 


many remedies, preſcribed by regular phyſicians, 
and not a few of the boaſted arcana of empyrics, 
were employed without any advantage. At 


length his diſorder increaſed very rapidly. 


Beſides the farther ſpreading of the eruption, 


the 
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the integuments of his legs thickened much; 
and the limbs ſwelled to ſuch a degree as to 
render him unable to walk. While the quantity 
of brawny ſcurf and ſcales thrown off, was ſo 
great, that handfuls of it might have been taken 
out of his bed every morning. . 
In this unhappy ſituation, it was recom- 
mended to him to take every morning, when 
faſting, a table ſpoonful of the juice of water - 
parſnep, mixed with two ſpoonfuls of white 
wine: And the perſon who recommended this 
remedy procured him about half a pint of 
what he ſaid was the juice of water-parſnep. 
The firſt doſe produced ſuch vertigo, ſickneſs, 
vomiting, cold ſweats, and long continued 
rigour, that it had almoſt proved fatal. So 
ſtrong, however, was his deſire of relief, that, 
with the intermiſſion of one day, he repeated it 
in nearly the ſame doſe. It was followed by 
the ſame ſickneſs and vomiting as before, but 
the ſucceeding rigour was by no means fo 


violent. He was obliged, therefore, gradually 


to reduce his doſe to about half the * me 
had taken at firſt. 
Before he had taken this j juice a month, he - 
vas ſenſible of a very great change for the better; 
and, by perfiſting | in it for ſome time longer, his 


— 
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ſymptoms were almoſt entirely removed. It 
deſerves to be remarked, that this juice never 
” purged him, although, even in its reduced doſe, 

it never failed to occaſion vertigo, nauſea, and 


ſickneſs, which were ſoon relieved, if vomiting 


ſupervened. After he had thus far recovered, 
| he deſiſted from the juice of the plant; but, in 


its ſtead, he drank every morning ior breakfaſt 


an inſuſion of the leaves. This infuſion neither 


excited nauſea nor ſickneſs, but always brought 


| on a flight degree of vertigo. The only ſenſible | 
operation he could obſerve from this plant was, 
that it produced an increaſed flow of urine, in 


which there was a copious ſediment. 


Dr Pulteney concluded, that the plant which 
was employed in this caſe could not be the 
water-parſnep, which ĩs a ſafe and harmleſs vege- 
table. He imagined it probable that the œnanthe 
crocata, which is very common in that part of 
the country, had been uſed in its ſtead. In this 


ſuſpicion he was confirmed, from getting a ſpe- 


cimen of the plant which had been uſed; and, 
upon farther inquiry, he found that 1 it was the 
juice of the root that had been adminiſtered, and 
00 of the leaves and ſtalks. pe 
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V. 


D. Frid. Aug. Cartheuſer, De acido Salis ſeda- 


tivi Boracis Obſervatio. Vid. Acta Philoſo- 


phico-medica Societatis Academicæ Scientiarum 


Principalis Haſſiacæ. 4to, Gieſſæ Cattorum. 


LY 


nature of Borax ; ; and, indeed, the diverſity of 


opinions which are entertained concerning it, is 


a ſufficient proof of the juſtice of this aſſertion. 
In the paper now before us, Mr Cartheuſer ſets 
out with ſome remarks upon the ſentiments of 


others concerning this ſalt, and concludes with 


offering his own opinion upon the ſubject: ' 


He thinks, that thoſe chemiſts have erred 


widely, who with the celebrated Modell of 
Peterſburgh, have ſuppoſed borax to be a 
refractory alkali; and that they come nearer 


the truth who imagine it to be a compound 
of an acid and ſome other peculiar principle, 
either earthy or ſaline. It i is, however, he ob. 


ſerves, a queſtion as. yet by no means deter- 


mined, to which claſs of acids that which enters 


borax 


: (HEMISTS in general allow, that we are 
yet much in the dark with regard to the 
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borax is to be referred. Baron d'Henoville of 
Paris has ſuppoſed that it is a vitriolic acid; and 
this concluſion he has endeavoured to ſupport 
by the two following arguments: iſt, Becauſe 
this acid, when it enters the compolition of the 
ſedative ſalt prepared from borax, cannot be 
diſplaced by any other. And 2dly, Becauſe, 
hen ſedative ſalt is added to nitre, in a ſtate of 
\ ſolution, It expels the nitrous acid in the 
form of red fumes, and then unites with the 
remaining alcaline part of the nitre, in the 
| ſame manner as a concentrated V ale 
_ would do. 


olic acid 


On the contrary, the author of this paper 


1 to prove, that the acid of ſedative 
| ſalt is to be eſteemed rather of the muriatic, 
than of the vitriolic kind. This opinion he 

was firſt inclined to adopt from the following 
experiment. He put a quantity of very pure 


ſedative ſalt into a proper glaſs veſſel, which he 


placed in a moderate ſand- heat. As the heat 
was gentle, it was not vitritied, but was gra- 
dually converted into a powder. Upon this 
powder, while yet warm, he poured ſome cold 
water, which diflolved the greateſt part of it, 
a ſmall portion only, of a grayiſh- coloured 
carth, falling to the bottom. He oblerved that, 
1 during | 
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during the olution, an odour, reſembling that 
of ſaffron, ſenſibly aroſe. 


He then ſeparated the gray-coloured earth by 
| filtration, evaporated the clear ſolution, and 
ſubjected to the ſame procels as before the ſe- 
dative ſalt which he obtained by this evapora- 
tion. This proceſs he repeated till all the ſalt 
was converted into a gray-coloured earth; and 
he particularly remarked, that upon every ſo- 
lution, an odour reſembling ſaffron, could be 
' manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed. This odour, however, 
has been conſidered by all chemiſts as a certain i 
mark of the preſence of muriatic acid, which 
is proved by the odour which is emitted, when 

a few drops of Glauber's ſpirit of ſalt are added 
1 water. From this experiment, therefore, 


he concluded, that ſedative falt does contain 


a muriatic acid; and he was ſtill farther con- 
firmed in his opinion by the following e ex 


periment. 
He divided the grayiſh- coloured earth, obtain- 


ed from the ſolution of the calcined ſedative falt, 3 
into two equal parts. To the one half he added 
the vitriolic, and to the other the muriatic acid. 

The powder was diſſolved by both acids without 
any ſenſible efferveſcence. The portion to 
which the vitriolic acid was added yielded, upon 


evaporation. 
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| evaporation, ſuch a ſelenites as is obtained by 


the conjunction of that acid with calcareous 
earths. But the ſolution with the muriatic acid 


f yielded a ſalt in every reſpect reſembling ſedative 
ſalt. The only difference ſeemed to be, that it 


was leſs ſharp taſted, and leſs eaſily ſoluble in 
water. From this regeneration of {ſedative falt, 
Mr Cartheuſer concludes, that it is unqueſtion- 
ably formed of the muriatic acid, united with a 


peculiar earth. 


Concerning the nature of this earth he ob- 


ſerves, that nothing certain can be affirmed. He 
thinks it improbable that it is a calcareous earth, 
| becauſe the muriatic acid, united with that earth, 


forms a maſs which ſuffers deliqueſcence, in the 


open air, and is in other reſpects very different 
from ſedative ſalt. Beſides this, the want of 
efferveſcence, upon the addition of muriatic acid 
to the earth of borax, is another ſtrong objec- 
tion to that ſuppoſition. He concludes with ob- 
ſerving, that an inquiry into the nature of this 


earth is certainly an object of great importance; * 
becauſe, were it known, ſedative falt, and, of 


_ courſe, by the addition of fixed foſlile-alkali, 


borax might be artificially prepared; a diſ- 
covery which would be no leſs important to the 


public, than lucrative to the inventor. ER 
C3 VI. 


VI. 


De 1.afis ;ne Cranii enormi nona tandem Hebdomade 
lethifera egit D. Phil. Dav. Bufch. Vid. Acta 
Phil:fophico-medica Socictatis Academice Scien- 


tiarum Principalis Haſſiace. 4% Gieſle 
Cattorum. ps 


J YAILY desde, as well as the univerſal 
conſent of ſurgeons, ſufficiently prove, that 
there are ſtriking peculiarities with regard to 

wounds of the head. Often it happens, that, 
where they have all the appearance of being 
very ſlight, they ſuddenly prove fatal. While, 
on the contrary, the moſt material injuries 
will frequently ſubſiſt for a very conſiderable 

time, without producing great diſturbance. Of 
this the following caſe is a very remarkable 
example. 


A peaſant received a Falter blow on the leſt 5 


os bregmatis, by a piece of wood, armed with 
iron, falling upon his head from a conſiderable 
height. He immediately fell to the ground, 
2h depriv ed of all his ſenſes ; but in a ſhort time, 
he recovered all his faculties, except the uſe of | 


nis right arm and leg. In "oo days, nothing 
remained 


% 
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remained but a flight palſy in his hand, and, in 
a ſhort time after, this alſo was reſtored, ſo that 
he was able to go about his uſual occupation as 
formerly. 
Five weeks after this accident happened, 8 
new ſet of ſymptoms occurred. He complained 
of weakneſs, loſs of appetite, a ſenſe of weight 
in his head, and was unable to give diſtin& an- 
ſwers to any queſtions. Theſe ſymptoms daily 
increaſed ; fever ſupervened ; and he died at 
the end of the ninth week after he had received 
the blow. 
Upon the diſſection of his body after death, it 
was matter of aſtoniſhment to every body that 
any one could live ſo long, and with almoſt no 
inconvenience, after his head had ſuffered ſuch 
an injury. At the time of the diſſection, the 
wound in the integuments was perfectly cicatri- 
'zed ; but, upon reaching the bone, there ap- 
peared a very large fracture, and a depreſſion of 
about two inches in diameter, near the ſagittal ſu- 
ture. Under the depreſſion there was found an 
| abſceſs in the brain, containing about ſix ounces 


ol pus, and the left anterior ventricle was found > 


filled with turbid ſerum. 
Viewing the ſuppuration in the brain as the 
immediate cauſe of death, the author obſerves, 
C4 8 that 
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that it was undoubtedly to be aſcribed to the de- 
preſſion, which might have been removed by 
_ timely aſſiſtance. Hence he concludes, that 
the abſence of threatening ſymptoms for even a 

very conſiderable time is no reaſon why injuries 


which can be reQified by the power of art 
ſhould be neglected. 


vi 
Die Femore introrſum laxato, ejuſque repgſitione, 
: diſſeruit D. Chriſtoph. Ludovicus Nebel. Vid. 
Ada Philoſephico-medica Societatis Academicæ 
Scientiarum Principalis Haſſiacæ. 4to, Giefſe: 
Cattorum. 


"HE 3 of this Anden introduces 

his ſubject oy obſerving, that all who are 
converſant | in ſurgery agree, that the os femoris 
is difficultly luxated. Many eminent ſurgeons 
have even ventured to aſſert, that greater force 
is required to produce luxation here, than to ; 
break the bone. There are, however, upon 
record, inſtances of ſuch luxations; and our 
author's own obſervation has ſerved to con- 
vince him of it. In treating of this ſubject, 
he firſt produces ſome examples of it from 


the 
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the writings of others, attempting to aſſign the 
reaſon on which it depends; and then ſubjoins 
an account of what he has ſcen with regard to 
it, and of the method of cure e which he has 


, found molt ſucceſsful. 


The inſtances which he mentions are - chiefly 
taken from the public tranſactions of Berlin and ö 
Gottingen, and from the Edinburgh Eſſays. 
After pointing out the difficuſties which muſt 
be overcome before this bone can be luxated 


outwards, he obſerves, that luxation inwards 
may be much more eaſily affected. The ace- 
tabulum of the os innominatum, which, at that 


place, is not ſo high as at any other part of the 


articulation, is hollowed out ; and here the 
head of the os femoris is confined by a ligament 


only. Altho', therefore, he had at firſt adopted 
the opinion of ſome others, that fracture woul a ; 
happen here ſooner than luxation, yet from theſe 


circumſtances, together with what he obſerved 
in reality to happen, he was induced to * 
his opinion. 


The firſt, and principal caſe, which Mr Nebel 5 
: here mentions, is that of a robuſt villager, who 
accidentally fell over a bridge upon hard ſtony 


ground. Upon examining his thigh, which was 
at firſt ſuppoſed to be fractured, he found it to 
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ſpirit of wine. But, as this method did not 


ſucceed, Mr Nebel's aſſiſtance was aſked, about 


three weeks after the accident happened. Upon 


examination, he found an evident luxation; 
the head of the os femoris being lodged in the 
foramen ovale of the os innominatum. In this 
_ caſe, after trying every method, he found it 
: impoſſible to introduce the head of the bone. 
fully into the ſocket, which he ſuſpected to 


have been by this time filled with ſome 
ſerous coagulum, He concludes, therefore, 
( : _ with 


be an evident luxation. In the reduction, he 
was obliged to have recourſe to more violent 
extenſion than is neceſſary in other luxations. 
But the extenſion being made, the head of the 
bone was eaſily conducted into the ſocket, which 
It entered with a noiſe loud enough to be heard 
by all the by-ſtanders. After this, the pains, 
which had before been intolerable, gradually 
abated, and the patient in a few days was able 
to walk with the aſſiſtance of a ſtaff. 8 
Another caſe which he mentions is, that of H 
lady, who, in conſequence of a fall, was af- 
fected with violent pain in the inguinal region 
of the left fide. A ſurgeon who was called to 
her aſſiſtance, ſuſpecting no luxation, truſted 
the cure to rubbing the part with camphorated 


C 
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. with obſerving, that, in this caſe of We 
it is particularly neceſſary, chat the reduction 


be * attempted. 


VIII. 


Prelapſum Uteri Inciſione curatum enarravit 
D. I. P. Berchelmann. Lid. Acta Philsſo- 
Phico-medica Societatis Academicæ Scientiarum 

Principalis Haſhace. àto, Gieſſæ Cattorum. 


Practice no leſs courageous than uncom- 
mon ſeems to have given riſe to the diſ- 
ſertation now before us. A woman of ſingular 
fortitude, about fifty years of age, was much 
alllicted with prolapſus uteri. After trying 


many remedies in vain, and being tired out 
with the continuance of her complaint, ſhe at 


length cut into the ſubſtance of the uterus with 


a common kitchen-knife. A conſiderable hæ- 
morrhage enſued; after which the uterus 
gradually contracted, and ſhe had neither a . 


return of the prolapſus, nor was ſhe afflicted 


with any other ſymptom. Having boaſted of 


her ſucceſs, many women in the neighbourhood 
allied 
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| afflicted with the ſame complaint, applied for 
her aſſiſtance, and * a ſimilar operation were 


effectualhy cured. 


In this paper, Mr Berchelmann propoſes to 
conſider how far the method of cure mentioned 
above may be applied to every caſe of prolapſus, 
either of the uterus or vagina. The common 
practice in both caſes, he obſerves, is, firſt to 
reduce them, and aſterwards to keep them in 


their place by proper contrivances. Theſe, 


however, in moſt caſes, ſerve rather to palliate 
than to remove the complaint, as they muſt in 
: general be perſiſted in through life. If, there- 


fore, this method of cure ſhould prove radical, 


he is of opinion, that it would be a moſt va- 


luable diſcovery ; and, on that account, he 
propoſes to offer ſome obſervations, firſt, upon 


the inciſion of the uterus, and then, upon the 


ſcarification of the vagina, when either of them 
ſuffer a prolapſus. 


He ſets out with ſome obſervations on the na- 


ture of the uterus. Anatomiſts, he tells us, have 


demonſtrated, that it conſiſts of membranes and 
fleſhy fibres, ſupplied with numerous veflels. 
From conſidering the manner in which it is con- 


nected with the neighbouring parts, it would ſcarce 
ſeem credible, that a prolapſus could happen. 


Such 85 


A 
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Such a diſeaſe, ewe: is well hw to occur, : 


not only with married women, but even with 


virgins. This, he obſerves, can happen only in 
conſequence of its ſubſtance ſuffering expanſion 
and relaxation. To corroborate which it may 
be remarked, that the uterus is capable of ſuf- 
fering greater expanſion than any other part of | 


the body. It comes, therefore, to be a queſtion, 


Whether, by means of inciſion, this uncommon 
5 laxity happening to the uterus can be correQed? 


That, upon an inciſion of the uterus, ſuch 


. an effect will happen, Mr Berchelmann thinks 


is very evident. The wounded veſſels will pour 


forth their contents, and, by this means, lati- 
tude will be afforded for contraction, which 
will happen both to the blood - veſſels and to the 
ſubſtance of the uterus itſelf, in conſequence of 


the ſtimulus from the cutting inſtrument. Nor 
is there, in his opinion, any reaſon in this caſe, 
to apprehend danger from the wound, ſince, 

from the contraction of the uterus, its edges 


will be cloſely applied to each other, and the 


external air will have no acceſs to 1 He 


allows, however, that this method of cure will 
have no effect when prolapſus happens merely 


in conſequence of laxity in the ligaments, as 


the diſeaſed part is then out of reach, and will 


not 
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not be affected by a . given to that whick 
is ſound. Rs ; 
After theſe obſervations on prolapſus uteri, 
ftriatly ſo called, the author obſerves, that the 
prolapſus vaginæ is a much more frequent 
diſeale: To determine the propriety of inci- 
ſion in the cure of it, the nature of the vagina 
mult alſo be conſidered. Anatomiſts agree, 
that it is copioully 1 with blood-veſſels; 
that it is more membranous than the uterus; 3 
and, from its numerous nerves, more exqui- 
ſitely tenſible. Taking it for granted, there- 
fore, that, in this caſe as well as the former, 
prolapſus proceeds from relaxation, inciſion | 
will here be uſeful upon the fame principles. 
And this method of cure he thinks ſuperior 
to that which is in general recommended; 
becaule it has a better chance of proving ra- 
Seal. 
Having thus conſidered the advantages which 5 
may be ſuppoſed to ariſe from inciſion, he con- 
cludes with ſome obſervations tending to ſhew, 
that they may with leſs danger be obtained from 
ſcarification. In proof of this, he adduces two 
caſes of hydropic tumours, the one of the præ- 
putium, the other of the nymphæ, in which it 
proved ſuccefstul, As in theſe caſes it had a 
"ox 
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6d effect, he thinks there can be little doubt 
that it will be attended with till greater advan- 
tage in a diſeaſe of a membranous and fleſhy 


part, proceeding entirely from relaxation. This 


opinion, however, he refers to be determined 


by theſe two great criterions which ſhould regu- 
late the judgment of all phyſicians, B Reaſon and 


Experience. 


IX; 


De Rachiticorum Curatione egit D. Carolus Strack, 


M. D. 8&c. Vid. Acta Philoſuphico-medica do. 


cietatis Academice Scientiarum Principalis Haſ- 
ſiacæ. ato, Gieſſæ Cattorum. 


HE frequency as well as the obſtinacy of 


the rickets, render it a matter of great im- 
portance, that practitioners ſnould be acquainted 


vuith a ſucceſsful method of cure. To deliver 


ſuch is the intention of the author of this paper. 
This diſeaſe he obſerves, in general begins with 
children, when they are about ſixteen months 


old. It is ſeldom obſerved with children before 
they be one year old, and ſeldom attacks them 


alter they paſs two : And it is very generally 


worſe 
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worſe where | It begins early, than where | it be- 
. gins late. 
For effecting a cure, it is, he affirms, a mat- 
ter of the utmoſt conſequence to be able to 
Aiſtinguiſh, very early, whether a child will be 
afflicted with rickets or not. And this he | 
| aſſures us may be determined by the following 
i ſymptoms; paleneſs and ſwelling of the coun- 
+ tenance, and in that part of the cheeks which 
=_ ſhould naturally be red, a yellow colour, ap- 
proaching to that of ſulphur. When that is 
the caſe, he directs, that a medicine ſhould be 
=_ immediately had recourſe to, which will retard 
the further progreſs of the diſeaſe, and remove 
| what has already taken place. For this purpoſe, 
1 he adviſes, that five grains of the filings of iron, 
| | and as much rhubarb, ſhould be rubbed up 
 M 5 with ten grains of ſugar, and given for a doſe 
every morning faſting, and every evening an 
hour before ſupper. But, if conſiderable looſe- 
neſs ſhould be produced, it will be neceſſary at 
firſt, to perſiſt in the uſe of one doſe only, "oy 
day. 

After a month's. continuance in this courſe, 
according to our author, there in general enſues 
a keen appetite for food, quick digeſtion, and a 
copious flow of urine; by n means of which, the 

fulneſe 
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fulneſs of the face and yellowneſs of the com- 
plexion are by degrees removed, and the natural 


: colour of the countenance, and firmneſs of the 
body in general, are gradually reſtored. This 


practice, he aſſures us, has never failed of 
ſucceſs in any one inſtance, not even in thoſe 
children born of parents greatly afllieted with 


the rickets. 5 


* 


Medical Conſultations on various Diſcaſes, publiſhed 
from the Letters of Thomas Thompſon, M. D. 


Phyſician to his late Royal Highneſs Frederick 
Prince of Wales. 8vo, London. i 


N this treatiſe, we are preſented with Dr 


- Thompſon's opinion concerning ſeventy- 


three caſes on which he was conſulted ; and with 
the method of treatment which he propoſed in 


each. Without attempting to give a particular 


account of every one of theſe, we ſhall preſent | 
our readers with ſome practical remarks from 


bat appear to us to be the moſt intereſting. 


Vor., II. 0 The 
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The firlt is the caſe of a lady affected with 


vomiting, under which ſhe had laboured for 
ſeveral months, throwing up all her food within 
two or three minutes after eating it. As ſhe 


was at that time giving ſuck, Dr Thompſon 


= imagined her diſcaie to ariſe from debiliy of 
the ſtomach, which, he ſays, is often the conſe- 
+ quence of nurſing. He directed her to uſe 
a vinous infuſion of Peruvian bark, to which | 


was added a proportion of ſteel- wine. By a 


courſe of this, in the ſpace of two months, her 
complaints were entirely removed. 


&) 


In the 8th, 14th, 1 5th, ziſt, 37th, 2 
Goth conſultations, the author gives directions 


with regard to intermittent fevers. As pro- 


phylactics in intermittents, he recommends a 


dry ſituation, light nouriſhing diet, moderate 
uſe of wine, the frequent uſe of the fleſh- 
bruſh, gentle ſtomachic purgatives, a glaſs 
of tincture of bark every morning eſpecially 
"Mm damp weather, and daily exerciſe on horſe. 
back. 


—— 


In obſtinate agues, particularly in quartans, 


he ſuſpects fixed viſceral obſtructions. For the 
removal of theſe, he recommends calomel, 
which he aſſures us, he has frequently known 
attended with the belt effects. 


By 


- 
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y putting a ſtop to intermittents prematurely, 
a a variety of ſymptoms are frequently produced. 


As theſe are moſt eaſily removed by a return of 


the paroxyſms, he recommends that nature 


_- ſhould be imitated as nearly as poſſible. This, 
he affirms, may be conveniently done, by ma- 
king uſe of the cold bath, and afterwards rub- 


bing the body for ſome time with a towel. 
In the gth, 22d, and 28th conſultations, he 


. treats of obſtructed menſes. In the firſt and : 


- laſt of theſe caſes, a variety of ſymptoms had 


been induced, in conſequence of obſtructed 
menſes, ſuch as head-achs, pains in the back 


and belly, ſpaſms, and ſometimes convulſions. 


As both patients were young and plethoric, 


he recommended bleeding, the uſe of the pedi- 


luvium and ſemicupium, together with gentle 


cathartics, and emollient injections with lauda- 
num. From the uſe of theſe, the author ob- 


ſerves, that in many ſimilar caſes, he has found 


the greateſt advantages, eſpecially when the 
diſeaſe has been ſuppoſed to proceed from a pre- 
ternatural rigidity of the uterine veſſels. In 


the 22d caſe, the ſymptoms induced were of 
the hyſterical kind, and the patient was of a 
full, but flaccid habit of body. The menles, 


for hve months, had appeared in leſs quan- 
BJ - 3 125 fities, 
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Ttities, and at more irregular periods than uſual. 
A courſe of bitters, and aloetic purgatives were 
recommended, together with exerciſe on horſe- 
back, and a proper diet. We are informed, 

| that ſoon after this plan was begun, the catame- 


nia returned to their uſual courſe, and all the 
ſymptoms diſappeared. 
The 23d and 72d conſultations reſpect pally. 


The firſt treats of a palſy of the arm, which 
ſeemed to be the conſequence of the retroceſſion 
of an eruption, to which the patient for a con- 
ſiderable time had been ſubjeA. In this caſe, 


warm ſtimulating medicines were made uſe of, 


together with invigorating cordial medicines 
inwardly, but with no advantage. At length, 


however, a cure was brought about, by the 


application of bliſters to the affected part. The 

other is a caſe of palſy of the tongue, in a 
full plethoric habit. There blood-letting was 
preſcribed, with laxative injections, and pur- 
gatives inwardly; a bliſter was applied to the 
nape of the neck, and the patient was direc 


* 
to make uſe of the following medicine, as a 


gargle: R. Sem. Sinap. cont. unciam unam, Vini 
alb. libram unam, infunde frigide, et colature _ 


adde Spt. Lavend. comp. uncias duas. Of the 
event of this caſe we are not informed. 
„ 
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In the 20th conſultation, the author gives his 
opinion with regard to a periodical effloreſcence 


on the arm of a young girl, which always began 
to appear about a week before the return of her 


monthly evacuation, and to diſappear in the 
fame manner again as that declined. In this 
caſe, aſtringents and repellents had been recom- 
mended]; but of theſe Dr Thompſon abſolutely 
forbad the uſe. As the patient was of a ple - 
thoric habit, he adviſed veneſection in the feet. 
By means of this remedy alone, the complaints 
were prevented from ever ariſing to their for- 
mer height. 
The ſubject of the 36th conſultation is a tym- 
pany, which ſeemed to be the confequence of 
exhibiting Peruvian bark too early in an inter- 
mittent fever. This, according to our author, 
frequently happens, when the bark has been 
given without premiſing proper evacuations. A 
cure was effected by the uſe of rhubarb as a lax- 
ative, and of a powder compoſed of ginger, 
nutmeg, and calamus aromaticus, as a carmina- 
tive. Chalybeate water was afterwards preſcri- 
| bed, in order to prevent a return of the diſeaſe. 
The 43d caſe is a leprous eruption of the 
face, which at firſt was of a red colour, and af- 
terwards ſcaled off like bran. The author here 
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ordered three or four ſpoonfuls of the juice of 


fumitory to be taken every day; and this he 


inkorms us, is a remedy by which many erup- 
tions of that kind have been cured, when 
mercury, antimonials, and every — elſe had 
failed. 


In the 47th and 54th caſes, the author gives 


his opinion with regard to aſthma. In the hu- 


moral aſthma, he recommends ſquill pills and 


aloetic purgatives, with a view to prevent co- 

ſtiveneſs and flatulence. But he is of opinion, 
that, in the dry ſpaſmodic aſthma, all peQorals 

of the detergent kind do miſchief. In place of ; 


them, he recommends aſſa-fœtida, with opium, 


bliſters, and the pediluvium, with a view to re- 


lieve the preſent fit And, in order to prevent 
à return, he adviſes the uſe of the Peruvian 
bark, chalybeates, exercile, and a ſtrengthen- 


ing diet. 


The 53d caſe treats of the childbed- fever. 
This our author conſiders as a primary diſeaſe, 
and not a ſecondary one, as ſome have imagined 


it to be. Heis of opinion, that its principal ſeat 


is about the region of the uterus. In order to 
ſhorten the rigour with which it is always intro- 
duced, he adviſes the free uſe of diluting liquors, 


with gentle diaphoretics. When the hot fit 


arriy  Y 
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arrives, he preſcribes emollient injections, with : 


a ſolution of tartar emetic, to cleanſe the primæ 
viæ, upon the proper performance of which, 


he is of opinion, that the cure in a great mea- 


ſure depends. He likewiſe adviſes the faline 


draughts during the whole courſe of the diſeaſe, 


with a few grains of rhubarb towards the end. 
The propriety of blood-letting, he obſerves, 


depends entirely upon the ſymptoms of the 
caſe. For as the diſeaſe is ſometimes of the 


inflammatory; ſometimes of the putrid kind, 
- the effects of that evacuation * vary ac- 


cordingly. 
The 61ſt conſultation contains a memorial ot 


the means for preventing abortion. He obſerves, 


chat the cauſes which in general produce abor- 
tion, before the end of the fourth month of preg- 


nancy, are vomitings, longings, and faintings. 
To remove the firit of theſe, he recommends 


blood. letting, the ſaline julep, gentle laxatives, 


and opiates. He adviſes, that longings ſhould 
always be gratified, when it can conveniently be 
done. And faintings during pregnancy, are, he 


obſerves, to be treated in the ſame manner as it 
they had ſupervened in any other ſituation. 
After the end of the fourth month, abortion is 


moſt frequently induced trom a continuance ol 
9 4 
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| ſuch as rue, valerian, and peony. 
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the vomiting; a difficulty of breathing; a vio- 
lent cough, or lloodings. Theſe complaints are 
: chieſy to be relieved by blood - letting and 
reſt; and, for the cough, may be given ſper- 


maceti, honey, infuſions of lint-ſeed, and the 


lice. Coſtiveneſs is frequently troubleſome 1 in 
che end of pregnancy, and ſometimes not to be 


overcome even by laxatives. In theſe caſes, he 
recommo ads lubricating clyſters and blood- 


7 — — p 1 . . * 
letting, with a view to prevent inflammation of 
the bowels. When, notwithſtanding other re- 


medies, floodings continue ſo violent, that the 


patient's life comes to be in danger, he ad- 


viſes that the delivery of the woman be imme- 


diately attempted. 


In the 73d caſe, the author gives inſtructions 


* ith regard to vertigo. As the patient about 


whom he was conſulted was plethoric, he 


directed blood- letting, and afterwards a vomit, 
and lenient purgatives. He adviſed likewiſe 


a bliſter to the neck, and cephalic remedies, 


He at the 
fame time ordered that the patient ſhould ſleep 


with his head elevated, and that he ſhould 
abſlain from a full inv gorating diet. 


— 
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Xl. 


Obſervations on Epidemic Diſorders, with Remarks 
on Nervous and Malignant I. evers, by James 


ow: M. D. "B00, London. 


"HE declared intention of this work, as the 


author informs us in his preface, is to re- 


cover the old tract of careful obſervation, and 
00 induce practitioners diligently to attend to 
nature in varying the phænomena of diſeaſes. 
From this uſeful path, he apprehends, that 
the generality of writers, ſince the days of 


Sydenham, have widely deviated. E ither, 5 


running into the regions of fancy, they have 


entirely loſt ſight of Nature, and fallen into the 
errors of artificial arrangement; or allowing 


themſelves to be ſeduced by the ſpecious ap- 
' pearance of inductive reaſoning, they have em- 
: ployed their ingenuity in framing ſets of expe- 
riments, plauſible indeed and amuſing, but abſo- 


7 tutely fruitleſs and inapplicable to the purpoſes - 


1 medicine, i in the cure of diſcaſes. 


In imitation of Sydenham, Dr Sims propoſes 


to deſcribe diſeaſes and their treatment, as they 
occurred to him in certain ſeaſons; or to 


delineate 
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delineate particular epidemical conſtitutions, 
during the courſe of which, certain circum- 
ſtances of connection and ſimilarity appear to 
Have taken place among diſeaſes, which at other 
times are not ſo obſervable and ſteady. 

The work is divided into fix chapters. The 
firſt, which may be conſidered as an intro- 
ductory one, contains a few general remarks on 
epidemical diſorders, together with a ſhort de- 
ſcription of the county of Tyrone in Ireland, 
where the obſervations here recorded were made. 
To theſe is added a brief account of the wea- 
ther and diſeaſes there from the year 17 51, to 

the end of 17644. 3 
In the four ſubſequent chapters, we have a 
particular detail of four remarkable epidemical 
conſtitutions, as they occurred to the author, 
ina courſe of practice, during a period of about 
ſeven years and a half. The diſorders which 
predominated, during the firſt conſtitution, were 
petechial fevers, phrenitis, bilious diſorders, ; 
hepatitis, ſmall-pox, inflammatory affections of 
the thoracic viicera, meaſles, eryſipelas, and a 
fever of a peculiar type. 5 
With regard to the petechial fevers, the 
author ebſerved with {urpriſe, that they were 
much 
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much leſs formidable than he had been taught 
to imagine. Except the eruption, no alarming 
ſymptom ever attended them. And, without 
either danger or any medical aſſiſtance, they 
generally terminated by a profound \ cep, which | 
frequently laſted for many days. 
In the phrenitis vera, he found, that early and 
copious blood - letting was the remedy chiefly 
to be depended upon; and he recommends 
opening the temporal artery in preference to 
veneſection. In ſome caſes, however, he was 
abſolutely precluded from having recourſe to 
this evacuation, by obſerving the patient ſink 


under the loſs of ten or twelve ounces of blood, 
2 . . 25 „ 1 
and expire in leſs than an hour after, although _ N 
the operation had been indicated by hardneſs — 


of the pulſe, great heat, an inflamed appearance 
of the eyes, and a violent phrenitic dclirium. ; 
The only other means of cure which he found '1 
admiſſible, were the liberal uſe of acids, and 1 
the wrapping the lower extremities in n flannels 


— 


wrung out of warm water. 

About the end of the year 1766, bilious 
complaints became frequent. Theſe were pre- 
ceded by pain in the region of the liver, 
coldneſs of the extremitics, lowneſs and in- 
Aa of the pulſe, and great anxiety. To 

this 
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| this ſet of ſymptoms ſucceeded bilious vomit- 
5 ing; after which the pulſe roſe, the tongue 
1 appeared foul, thirſt became exceſſive, and the 
io 5 pain ſeemed chiefly ſeated in the ſtomach. In 
| - | 1 the cure, the firſt thing to be done was to 
1 F obviate the danger of inflammation by blood- 
4 3 letting; and the next to evacuate the bilious 
Ll . colluvies lodged in the ſtomach and duode- 
| ik num. This was molt properly attempted by 
| | ; - the exhibition of mild emetics, unleſs where 
| | 1 | the ſymptoms of inflammation contra- indicated 
= the uſe of ſuch means. Next to vomits, 


| laxatives of the moſt gentle and cooling 
kind were found to give the greateſt relief. 
He obſerves, that opium, although great cau- 
tion was neceſſary in uſing it while the diſeaſe 
ſubſiſted, might be employed with great atlvan- © 
tage, when the morbid cauſe had been previ- 
oully removed by neceſſary evacuations. 7 

In ſome patients, theſe bilious complaint; 

| terminated in an iliac paſſion, and, in others, 
they degenerated into a bilious dyſentery. In : 
the former caſe, the author mentions his 
having often experienced good effects from the 
ſemicupium. But as this, and all other Means, 
very frequentiy fail of giving relief, he pro- 
yoles, as a probable method of ſucceeding 


i - 5 | | In 

Thi! h | | | 

N | | 
| | | | | 

| 


. 


: moved all his doubts on this head. 
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in the cure, when the diſeaſe is not attended 
with a ſtrangulation of the inteſtines, that- 
an attempt ſhould be made to force a profuſe 
{weat, by loading the patient with bed-clothes. 
In dyſenteric caſes, he tells us, that he has 
found ſurpriſing benefit from antimonial 
emetics. Great caution, however, is to be 
obſerved in their exhibition, as, in com- 
plamts of this nature, they are apt to ope- 
rate very violently, even when given in the 
| ſmalleſt doſes — „ 
In hepatitis, which, the author tells us, was 
beſt diſtinguiſhed by an acute pain felt, on 
preſſure, at the pit of the ſtomach, the only re- 
medies neceſſary were veneſection, and a long 


continued uſe of purgatives. 
Soon after theſe bilious complaints, a molt 


malignant ſpecies of ſmall-pox began to rage. 
This diſeaſe, according to our author, appeared 
equally fatal, whether treated by the cool- 
regimen or by the hot : Hence all his ideas, 
with regard to the efficacy of medicine and 
regimen in the treatment of this diſeaſe, were 
in danger of being overturned. But after- 


experience, in the ſubſequent conſtitution, re- 


The 


„„ WE DTC AL 


The ſmall-pox began to decline in ſpring 
1767, and were ſucceeded by pleurifies and pe- 


ripneumonies. Copious bleeding was indiſpen- 


ſable in the beginning of theſe diſeaſes. And, 
notwithſtanding the appearance of ſtreaked or 


purulent expectoration, it was found of advan- 
tage in any after period of the diſeaſe, when 


indicated by the urgency of ſymptoms. When 


aſſiſtance was not aſked for, till the circum- 
ſtances of the patient were ſuch as to render 
bleeding inadmiſſible, antimonials were often 
had recourſe to with great ſucceſs. But, not 
withſtanding the authority of ſome eminent 


practitioners to the contrary, the author con- 
tends that there is a great difference among the 
active antimonial preparations. The two pre- 
parations to which he inclines to give the 


preference are, James's powder, and the kermes 


mineral. He found bliſters to be very ſervice- 
able, eſpecially when the pain in the fide 


remained obſtinate, after the fever had in ſome _ 


;neaſure ſubſided. Another remedy from which 


he tells us that he has obſerved excellent ef- 


ſes, is common reſin given to the quantity of 


a dram or more in the form of pills. 


About the ſame time that theſe pleuriſies ſub- 


iſted, children alſo were very liable to pulmonic 


in flammations,. 
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inflammations, which, if not ſpeedily relieved by 
large bleeding, were Trequently. ſo violent as to 


carry them off in a tew hours. If bleeding had 8 


the effect of mitigating the ſymptoms, a bliſter 


applied to ſome part of the cheſt 1 in general 
completed the cure. 


Before the ſummer- ſolltice, the meaſles be- 

2 came very frequent. They were moſt ſucceſs- 
fully treated by blood- letting, a cool regimen, 
and mild purgatives. FEryſipelas, which was 
likewiſe very common during the ſpring-ſeaſons 
of this conſtitution, required alſo bleeding and 
purgatives. It was obſerved to be molt fre- 
quent among perſons of bilious and ſcrophu- 
lous habits Ihe epidemic fever of this conſti- 
tution, like the diſorders already mentioned, 


bore the moſt evident marks of a prevalent in- 
flammatory diatheſis, and accordingly required 
bleeding, and other antiphlogiſtic remedies. 


Miliary eruptions, both of the red and white 
kind, were very common, and generally pre- 


ceded a criſis. f 


In the beginning of autumn 1767, the wea- 
i ther becoming cold and wet, introduced a new 
ſet of diſeaſes. At this period, therefore, our 


author begins his ſecond conſtitution, which is 
the ſubject of the third chapter. Rheumatic 


alleCtions, 


„ WEDICALL 


affections, both chronic and acute, now became 
very general, and the former often proved very ; 
obſtinate. The remedies which Dr Sims found 
molt ſerviceable in theſe complaints were, an- 
timonials, particularly James's powder ; vola- 
tile tincture of guaiac ; balſam copaiba; the 
uſe of flannel next the ſkin ; ſweating the whole 
body or the parts affected by the vapour-bath, 


or a hot ſtove; and the uſe of mercurials. In 


the acute kind, he found plentiful bleeding 
neceſſary in the beginning, after which, a doſe 
of cooling phyſic was proper. When, by theſe 
means, the fever abated, he had recourſe 
to antimonial ſudorifics. Where ſweating 
failed, or was judged improper, he employ- . 
ed the Peruvian bark with great ſucceſs, 
although, at firſt, it ſeemed to aggravate the 
ſymptoms. 
Coughs, which were frequent during this 
ſeaſon, were ſeldom, if ever, relieved by blood- 
letting. The method moſt ſucceſsful 1 in remo- 
ving them was; by confining the patient to bed, 
and promoting perſpiration by the plentiful uſe 
of warm weak diluents. A ſpare diet, conſiſt- 
ing chiefly of flops, was moſt proper at firſt; 
but, when the diſorder continued long, and the 
matter expeQtorared turned thicker, it became 
neceſſary 


COMMENTARIES. 65 


neceſſary to order a change to ſhell- fiſh, or _ 


animal food with a little wine. 
A fever prevailed at this time, which appear- 


ed nearly allied to the acute rheumatiſm. By 
bleeding and the antiphlogiſtic regimen, it was 
in general brought to a favourable termination. 
There uſually happened A critical ſweat about 


the fourteenth or ſeventeenth dr. 
Angina' s likewiſe were common in this con- 


| ſtitution? Gentle purgatives, repeated daily, 
were obſerved to be productive of better effects 


pended upon was, the uſe of bliſters. Nor was 
it neceſſary to apply them immediately to the part 


affected; they were found to be equally effectual 


when applied any where in its neighbourhood. 
Another diſorder of this conſtitution was the 
hooping cough. During the firſt ſtage of this diſ- 


temper, bleeding and purgatives were required. 
Frequent repetition of ipecacuanha vomits was 
attended with great advantage. And the uſe of 
the Peruvian bark, the cold bath, and exerciſe - 


on horſeback, in general confirmed the cure. 


— 


The next diſorder which our author remarked _ 


was, whathe has termed a Hyſteric Inflammation. 
Vol., II. ; E 8 be 
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It attacked females only, and was in general 
ſeated in the face ; ; occaſioning pain, heat, : 
| ſwelling, and a ſmall degree of fever, without 
however terminating in ſuppuration. In this 
complaint, all external applications ſeemed to 
be rather prejudicial, bliſters excepted, which 
never failed to be highly ſerviceable. In ſome 
_ caſes, it appeared probable, that this inflam- 
mation attacked the viſcera ; and one caſe is 
rclated in which it ſcems to have been ſeated in 
the ſtomach. | 
'The firſt diſorder which occurred i in the third 
conſtitution was the dyſentery. Of this diſeaſe, 
the author mentions two kinds. The one he 
calls Acute, the other Chronic. The former 
required veneſection, repeated vomits of ipeca- 
cuanha, and a total abſtinence from animal food 
and wine. Ihe latter was moſt ſucceſsfully 
treated by tlie continued uſe of laxatives, inter- 
mixed with aſtringents, bitters, and opiates. In 
this ſpecies alſo, the uſe of flannel-ſhirts was : 
attended with ſingular benefit, and a generous 
diet was both allowable and neceſſary. 

The chicken-pox, which prevailed about the 
{ame time, demanded litile or no aſſiſtance from 
medicine. It was remarkable, that, in ſome in- 
!tmnces, the eruption was conſiderably retarded 

by 
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by purgative medicines and cold regimen. | But, 


| by this means, the febrile — appeared to 
be aggravated. — 


In ſpring 1770, conſumptions were more fre- 


quent than uſual. When, in theſe, there was 
any ſuſpicion of a venereal taint, mercury alone 
proved ſucceſsful : In other caſes, the cure turned 


— 


chiefly on the frequent uſe of emetics, together 


With a judicious exhibition Sulphur and the 
Peruvian bark. Small bleedings alſo were often 


requiſite; and it was neceſſary to pay the greateſt 
attention to the articles of diet and clothing. 


This ſeaſon too brought back the meaſles and 
ſmall-pox. No material difference was obſer- 


vable between the meaſles of this conſtitution 


and thoſe of the firſt. The treatment, therefore, 
was in every reſpect the ſame. The ſmall- pox 
too appeared to be as malignant now as for- 


merly. But experience fully convinced Dr Sims 


of the ſuperior advantages of the cold regimen 


above every other method of combating this 


= atal diſtemper. 


The author next proceeds to deſcribe the 
epidemic fever of this conſtitution. It appears 


plainly to have been of the low nervous kind, 


accompanied with a particular affection of the 
E 2 5 alimentary | 


© m d tie 


alimentary Kanal. Gentle laxatiyes were the 
medicines which were found to be the belt 


adapted to the peculiar genius of this fever. By 


perſiſting long in a courſe of the mildeſt medi- 
_cines "of this claſs, the diſeaſe was very general- 
ly conducted to a favourable termination, with- 


out any alarming ſymptom. Towards the cloſe 


of this diſorder, the Peruvian bark, generous 
diet, wine and other cordials, had moſt excel- 
lent effects. 


Children, during this conſtitution, \ were very, 


| liable to a dangerous febrile diſorder of the re re- 
mittent kind. From the affections of the ſto- 


mach and inteſtines, with which it was univerſal- 


ly attended, it was generally called a Worm Fe- 
ver. The exiſtence of worms, however, was ve- 


ry ſeldom aſcertained by their being voided. In 


ihe treatment of this diſeaſe, bleeding was often 


indicated by the height of the fever :- After 
which the continued exhibition of rhubarb. in 
ſmall doſes completed the cure. 


3 Pleuriſies and peripneumonies, which had 
been very frequent: during the laſt conſtitution, 


were full to be met with, though more rarely. 


But an eſſential difference was now obſervable 
in the nature of theſe complaints. In the for- 


mer, che libera uſe of the lancet was indiſpen- 


ſable; 
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ſable; whereas, in the preſent, even a mode- 


rate bleeding, although perhaps uſeful in the 


beginning, if repeated, proved highly prejudici- 


al, and ſometimes very ſpeedily fatal. Even bliſ- 
ters were not attended with the ſame good ef. 
fects as before. So that the cure was truſted 
entirely to the ule of laxatives. 


The fourth conſtitution commences 1 the 


ſpring 1771. A ſevere cold which then pre- 
vailed brought back genuine inflammatory al- 
fections of the thorax, which required the ſame £ 
treatment as thoſe of the former conſtitution. / 

Theſe were ſucceeded in the ſummer by : 

fever, which raged with unremitting ſeverity 8 | . 
through the whole of the ſubſequent autumn, 


winter and ſpring. It began with languor, 
want of appetite, nauſea, oppreſſion about the 


præcordia, and violent headach. In a few 
days, theſe ſymptoms were followed by deliri- 
um of the low kind, profuſe colliquative ſweats, 
ſubſultus tendmum and general tremors. Soon 
after, petechiæ, vibices, and other marks of 
putreſcency appeared. In the cure, bleeding, 
unleſs - in the very beginning, was always 
| detrimental. Bad effects were allo obſerved 


to follow the exhibition of the ordinary 
emetics or ludoriſics; aud bliſters wh 
T. 3 applied 
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applied in the firſt ſtages of the diſorder, were 
univerſally productive of the worſt conſequen- 
ces. The medicines which our author found 
moſt beneficial were, acids, antimonials, and the 
Peruvian bark. Great advantages were alſo 
derived from the admiſſion of cold air, and the 
judicious uſe of wine, eſpecially of claret. i 
In the end of the ſpring 1772, Ophthalmia 
vas very common. It did not admit of the uſe 
of aſtringents ; but, in general, ſoon yielded to 
emollients applied externally, accompanied with 
the internal uſe of laxatives, and nitre. Bilious 
complaints made their appearance more early 
in the ſummer than uſual. But the treat- 
ment before recommended was found to be 
ſucceſsful. FF 
Atſter this hiſtory of epidemics, Dr Sims con- 
cludes his work with delivering his ſentiments 
concerning the cauſes and ſeat. of nervous and 
putrid fevers. He endeavours to ſhew, from 
an enumeration of the leading ſymptoms in theſe 
fevers, as. delivered, by Dr Huxham, and Sir 
John Pringle, that the opinions of theſe celebrated 
writers, concerning the pathology of the diſeaſes 
in queſtion, are ill- founded, and apt to miſlead. 


He thinks it evident that the primary affection 


is ſeated in the ſtomach and inteſtines, and 


rejects 
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_ rejeQs the notion of a REP Es acting upon 
the whole maſs of fluids. In conſequence ot 
chis idea, his leading indication is, to cleanſe the 
| ſtomach and alimentary canal, by means of anti- 
monials and other evacuants; and afterwards 
to prevent the regeneration of the morbid cauſe, 
by throwing in very large quantities of the Pe- 


ruvian bark. In this method of treatment, the 


author places the moſt implicit confidence. He 
is even bold enough to aſſert, that he ſhall ever 
fear a phyſician was in fault, if a perſon dies of 
a fever, to whom he has been called, whilſt an 
degree of ſtrength remained, and the patient 


could be obedient to his directions. Happy 
would it be for mankind, were this concluſion 
in no reſpe& too precipitate. 
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De Hiſtory of a Caſe in which two Fetuſes, that 
ad been carried near twenty-one Months, were 
fſucceſi fully extracted from the Abdomen by In- 

ciſion. By Thomas Bell, M. D. F the City of 

Dublin, communicated to Dr Thomas Young, 


Profeſſor of Midwifery in the Univerſity of 
3 by 


Lanes Noon of Grehan, in the county of 

Mayo, aged twenty-one, after being mar- 
ried fifteen months, had the uſual ſigns of preg- 
nancy. At the expiration of her reckoning, ſhe 
was ſeized with labour-pains, which, by her 
own account, were very violent for ſome days, 
and continued near three weeks, gradually 


becoming 
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becoming more languid, until they entirely 
ceaſed. After this, ſhe perceived no motion in 
the abdomen. But, as her pains abated, her 
belly increaſed in bulk, and continued to fo ſo 
till 1 ſaw her, which was in January 1757, 
about five months after ſhe was firſt ſeized with 
the labour-pains. At this time, the whole ab- 
domen was ſo much diſtended, that I imagined 

ſhe and her friends had miſtaken the caſe, and 
that it had been an aſcites from the beginning. 
But, upon minute inquiry, I had too much rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect what afterwards * to be 
well founded. 

She was emaciated to the erenelt are, and 
ſo weak as not to be able to ſtand, or even to 
bear being raiſed, without diſtreſs: So that, from 
_ every circumſtance, I judged it impoſlible that 
| ſhe could outlive a few weeks, or that any thing 
; could be done to ſerve her. But, upon going 
to the ſame part of the country, about four 
months after, I found her {till living. I was then 
informed, that, about a month after [ had laſt 
ſeen her, all the water had been evacuated from 
a ſmall rent at the navel ; and had come away 
in ſuch quantities, and with ſuch violence, that 
near four gallons were received in a very ſhort 
time. Mixed with this water, there were ſome 


fleſhy 


FP 


fleſhy ſtrings ; and, as the oozing continued, 
ſome ſmall bones came away. This made the 
caſe evident beyond diſpute; and a ſituation 
more diſtreſsful cannot be conceived ; particu- 
larly as the poor woman was perfectly ſenſible 
of it with all its horrors, her underſtanding not 
being in the leaſt impaired. She was, if poſ- 
| ſible, more emaciated than formerly ; ; ſhe had a 
- conſtant hectic fever, and was fo weak as ſcarce- 
ly to have power to ſpeak diſtinctly. Not- 


withſtanding this, ſhe was very defirous to 


live, and, what is extraordinary, ſhe did not 
totally deſpair of it; a circumſtance which I. 
really believe contributed not a little to ſave her 
life. 
-- T confidered that nature had been W 
. remarkably favourable in caſes nearly ſimilar, and 
reſolved to aſſiſt its efforts by the application of 
proper cataplaſms, in order to promote ſuppura- 


tion, as the integuments round the aperture were 


red, and ſore to the touch. But my expecta- 
tions were diſappointed; for in about ſeven weeks 
after, ſhe was rather ſtronger, the charity of the 
neighbouring gentry enabling her to procure pro- 
per diet. Beſides this, the opening was ſo cloſed, 
| that with difficulty it admitted a ſmall probe; 5 
and the redneſs and loreneſs were gone. 


From 
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From this time, I determined on the extrac- 
tion of the extraneous bodies by inciſion, as the 
only means left for relieving her. On mention- 
ing it to her, ſhe eagerly deſired that it ſhould | 
be done, from a conviction of their being no 
other chance left of ſaving her life. However, 
as her ſituation was ſo very unpromiſing as to 
give little hope of ſucceſs, I reſolved to have 
the concurrence of more of the profeſſion. 1 
had her accordingly carried to Galway, which 
was about twenty miles from the place of her 
reſidence, by two men, in a covered litter. The 
| fatigue of this journey ſhe bore much better 
than could have been expecte. 
On a conſultation with Doctors Joyce, Ryan, 
and Brown, phyſicians reſiding in Galway, we 
agreed upon the neceſſity of an operation; but, 
from many diſcouraging circumſtances, could en- 
tertain little hopes of ſucceſs. As the poor woman 
was ſtill deſirous of having it done, I performed 
it inpreſence of the above phyſicians, and of two 
army ſurgeons, Dr Scott and Mr Hopkins, the 
latter of whom aſſiſted me. 1 made an inciſion 
in the moſt prominent part of the abdomen, ex- 
tending about two inches above, and as far be- 
low the navel. At this inciſion ! extracted the 
bones of two full grown fœtuſes, for little beſides 


che 
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the bones now remained. They are ſince depo- 
ſited in the anatomical theatre of our univerſity. 


My patient bore the operation better than 


could have been expected. No hæmorrhage 
enſued; and ſhe recovered her health ſo very 
ſpeedily, as to be able to menſtruate in little more 
than three months. In about three months more, 
| ſhe was prevailed on to cohabit with her huſ- 
band. She became pregnant in two months 
after; went to her full time; and had an eaſy 


and natural labour and healthful child. Since 
that, ſhe has had ſix more; 5 and enjoys as great 


a ſhare of health and _ of conſtitution as 


molt people. | 
During the operation, I introduced my hand 


ſeveral times into the abdomen, both that I might 
extract all the bones and other extraneous mat- 
ters, and tha F might be able to judge whether 


the fœtuſes were in the uterus, or in any cyſt 


ſormed for them: Some of the other gentlemer; 


preſent did the ſame. But the weakneſs of the 
woman prevented us from making ſuch an exa 


mination as would have been ſufficient for deter- 
mining this point with certainty. Moſt of the 
gentlemen preſent imagined the former to have 
been the caſe ; and indeed, the thickneſs and 
firmneſs of the ſubſtance in which the fœtuſes 


Were 
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were contained, ſeemed to corroborate that 
opinion. But, beſides this, the woman ſtill 
perſiſts in aſſerting, that the waters came from 
| her in that labour in the natural way, and in 
the ſame manner that they have done in ſeveral 
other labours fince. This aſſertion, if true, : 
muſt put it beyond all doubt that the fœtuſes 
were lodged iti the uterus, and not in any par- 
: ticular cyſt. 


. 
pe Account of an extra- uterine Fetus, voided by 


Stool, twenty-two years after Pregnancy. B37 
Thomas Percival, M. D. F. R. S. et S. A. 


ULY 1751, Mrs T. of 3 „near Mot- 
9 tram, aged twenty-four years, received a 
ſudden fright in the ſixth month of her preg- 
nancy, which occaſioned a ſevere pain in her 
loins, and was ſoon ſucceeded by a flooding, 
but without a miſcarriage. Theſe ſymptoms 
were relieved by medicines then directed for her 


by an experienced and judicious ſurgeon, But 


her abdomen afterwards became much diſ- 
; tended, and eontinued ſo for about half a 
\ year. At the end of that time, it ſubſided 
al 
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all at once, while ſhe lay in a recumbent poſture. 
Soon after her menſes appeared again, and re- 


turned at the ſtated periods in ſufficient quan- 


tity; but they were always attended with 

violent pain. Milk alſo flowed from her breaſts 3 
during ſeveral years. 
17 57, ſhe was afflicted with great llatu- 1 
8 lence, and often with hyſterical fits. Her uterine 
diſcharges were become very putrid, and her 
health and ſtrength ſeemed to be E im- 


. 


pairing. 
She conſulted me in May 1792, and received 


great benefit from an emetic, an infuſion of 


Peruvian bark, and frequent doſes of the 


acid of elixir of vitriol. At this time ſhe 


laboured under the hemorrhoids ; complained 
of great pain in her Joins, and about the os 
ſacrum; had frequent fluſhings in her face; 


and was much troubled with fickneſs and | 


thirſt. The apothecary had taken eight ounces 
of blood from the arm, and had given her 


| ſome aperient medicines. I directed leeches 
to the hemorrhoidal veins, an electuary com- 


poſed of the lenitive electuary and flower of 
ſulphur, an infuſion of columbo root, and the 


following clyſters, to be e reery . 
af bed time. 


R. Ol. 
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R. Ol. e pedib. bov. uncias quatuor, Tin&. 
1 v. o. ſuback. drachmam —_ M. f. Ene- 
8 * 

May 12. She began this courſe of medicine. | 
: Fd 13. She diſcharged by the anus two 
e bones of a child's head. 
14. She voided in the ſame way another 
bone of the head. | 
17. She diſcharged the trunk of he * 
dy, wanting ſome of the viſcera, of a a2 
female fetuus. | 
19. She parted with a thigh- bone. 

She was not afterwards ſenſible of any diſ- 
charge of this nature; and, on the 7th of June, 
when I ſaw her again, her pains were abated, 
her appetite was improved, and her ſtrength 
ſeemed to be daily increaſing. 


In this ſtate of convaleſcence ſhe continued 
two months ; ; and then, from ſome cauſe, which 
the diſtance of her place of abode has yet pre- 


yented me from learning, he Tuddenly rclapſed, 
and died in a few . 


was e 


1 


"i ; 


. Account of an Inflammation of the Abdomen 


terminating in a gangrencus Sore, from which 
à large Worm was diſcharged. By Mr John 
—_— Surgeon at Coaltullach. „„ 


FPON the 3d of June 1773, 1 was called to 
| ſee a woman who was affected with an in- 


. in the lower part of her abdomen. 
Upon examination, 1 found that the whole 
abdomen was much ſwelled, but the regio 
umdilicalis was more eſpecially affected. I at 
| firſt attempted to diſcuſs it; but finding my 
_ endeavours in this way ineffectual, I employed 


the ordinary means to bring it to ſuppuration. 


The pain ſhe ſuffered was ſo excruciating, that 
| ſhe flept none from the 5th day-of the month 


to the 11th. At that time, the inflamed tu- 


mour broke, and diſcharged upwards of * 
pound of a thin watery ſanies; immediately after 


which her excrements followed. 
Upon the 12th, ſhe was extremely low ; her 


pulſc could ſcarcely be felt; ſhe was affected wh 
cold clammy ſweats ; her extremities were cold ; 


and there Was a conſiderable diſcharge from the 
wound, 
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wound, which had already begun to mortify. I 
ordered her wine, and a decoction of Peruvian 
bark, as ſhe could not take the bark in ſub- 
ſtance. As theſe medicines had the eſſect of 
relieving her ſymptoms, they were continued. 
But afterwards, in removing the mortificd parts, 


I had occaſion to cut away a conſiderable por- 


tion of the peritonazum and of the omentum. In 


doing this, I found a worm, of the teres kind, 


lying between them. It was about nine inches 


long, and as thick as an eagle's quill. When 


T found it, it was alive, and it lived for ſome 
time after it was taken out. I concluded that it 
came from the inteſtinum ileum, as it was from 
thence that the fæces iſſued. 


The external wound in the abdomen reached 


from the left fide of the umbilicus to very 
near the os pubis, on the right ſide, and it 
Vas about: two inches in breadth. 1 wathed the 
edges of the wound with camphorated ſpirit 
of wine, and the internal part with a ſtrong 


decoction of Peruvian bark. This was fre- 


quently repeated, and the whole dreſſed with 
yellow baſilicon. 


16th, She was a good deal better, and could 


take ſome food. The wine and bark were 
given in larger doſes. The abdomen ſtill con- 
an 3 +. ned 


= 
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tinued much ſwelled and hard; but, by the 
ule of cataplaſms and fomentations, it gra- 
dually ſubſided. The diſcharge from the | 
grew gradually leſs till the 28th, when it en- * 
tirely diſappeared. The external wound is 
now healed; and the is at preſent i in as good 
| health as before ſhe was taken ill. She is 
about ſixty years of age, and was ſenſible of 


no accident which. could give riſe to the 


inflammation. 


IE, - 
Extract if a Letter, from Mr Thomas Cochrane 
| Surgeon at Nevis, to Mr John Balfour Sur- 


geon in Edinburgh, concerning the Uſe of 
Coub hage as an Anthelmintic. 


"HERE is a medicine which is much uſed 
here againſt worms. Planters give it to 


the negroes with great ſucceſs; and I have 


ordered it my ſelf both to children and adults | 


with the beſt effects. The plant is here called 
Couhage, Cowitch, or ſiliqua hirſuta. The 


parks which are uſcd are, the hairy ſpicula 
feraved from. the pods, and mixed with ſyrup. 


They arg luppoſed to act, by promoting 


the 
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the periſtaltic motion of the guts, and pricking 
the worms. The doſe is not exactly limited. 
But the ſpicula obtained from a fingle pod 
are eſteemed a ſufficient doſc lor a child ol . 
ſeven or eight years old. | 
This remedy is perfectly ſafe and innocent, 
although it occaſions ſome uneaſineſs upon 


being firſt taken. I have ſeen large cluſters of 


worms come away from patients upon the firit 
doſe. It 1s given at bed-time, and a purge in 
the morning. This practice is repeated after 
an interval of two days, and it is ſeldom necel- 
fary to give more than a ſecond doſe. _ 
* * * & - 

. Our readers may remember, that couhage 
has been mentioned as an anthelmintic by the 
learned Dr M*Bride, in his introduction to the 
theory and practice of phyſic, and by fome 
other authors. A ſpecimen of this plant lately | 
brought from the Eaſt Indies, is, at preſent, in 
a very promiſing condition in the botanic gar- 
den at Edinburgh. We hope ſoon to be able 


to communicate ſome farther particulars c con- 
| cerning it. 


A 


A 


v. 


Cataract In the Eye, with a præternatural 
Membrane attached to the Iris, extracted. By 


Mr George Borthwick, Student of Phyſic at = 
Edinburgh. | 


Man, 6 72, about eighteen years ago, 
was ſeized with a gradual loſs of fight in 
the left eye; and in the [pace of a few months 


© he became totally blind in it. About ten years 
afterwards, the right eye began to be affected 
in a ſimilar manner. But the affection in this 
eye never roſe to ſuch a height that he could 


not by means of it diſtinguiſh light from dark- 
neſs ; ; and its pupil always retained a ſmall de- 


grce of contraction, of which that of the left 
was entirely deprived. 


He was defirous of ſubmitting t to any opera- 


nion which had the leaſt chance of doing him 


ſervice. Accordingly, in preſence of Dr Ghan, 
Meſſis Fau, M*Lellan, Riddel, and Manuel, 
1 exrracted the chryſtalline lens from his left eye. 


The tens u hen extracted, was quite opaque. 1 
chen ſhut his eve- lids, w hich kept in that {tate 


for the ſpace of a fortnight, drefling the eye 


W 
„ „ 
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once every day. At the end of this . ] de- 
fired him to open his eye lids. He then per- 
ceived the light, and enjoyed ſuch a degrec of 
ſight as to be able to walk about. 
In this way he continued for about two : 
months. But his ſight then began to grow 
more dim, and, in a few days after, he became 
as blind as before the operation. Upon exa- 
mining his eye, | found that the cornea was 
quite pellucid, and the iris ſound, but that the 
chryſtalline capſule was perfectly opaque, which 
gave his eye the ſame appearance which it had . 
before the operation. 
he patient had till his fight eye in reſerve, 
and, as the affection in it had neither been of o 
long ſtanding nor in ſo high a degree, there Bag 
realon to expect greater ſucceſs from the opera- 


tion. From this eye, therefore, extracted the - 
wogen lens in preſence of my friend Mr 1 
Dodds, about four months after I had operated I 
upon the left. This operation was attended with 
ſome particular phenomena which deſerve no- 
"tice. After I had made the inciſion in the cor- 
nea, upon uling gentle preffure to bring the lens 
forwards, it did not preſent. I then endeavomed, 
by means of the golden needle of de Wendel, to 
tear the capſule : But I found it impoſſible to 
PFF 
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introduce it, as . a præternatural mem 
brane attached to the whole cireumference of 
the circular fibres of the iris. 2 
This membrane entirely filled up the pupil, 
through which the needle ſhould have gone. : 
could eaſily diſtinguiſh this membrane from the 
circular fibres of the iris, as it was of a different 
colour. _ made, therefore, a ſmall puncture in 
it on one ſide, where it joined with the iris. At 
this puncture, the aqueous humour of the poſte- 
rior chamber began to iſſue. In proportion as 
it came away, the præternatural membrane 
was gradually detached from the circular fibres 
of the iris, and at length was entirely dif. 
charged from the eye. This being over, the 
chryſtalline capſule appeared. It required ſome 
time to cut 1t with the end of the needle. This, 
however, was at length executed; and by 
gentle preſſure, the lens, which was large and 
opaque, was then extracted. The patient in- 
ſtantly perceived a very great light. His eye 
was then dreſſed up; but every day, when the 
dreſſings are removed, although his eye-lids 
continue ſhut, he can perceive a great degree of 
light. have, therefore, I think, great reaſon 
to hope, that, in this inſtance, the operation 
will be attended with the defired ſucceſs. 
SECT 
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Fil following account of the celebrated 
EK Albinus is extracted from the Leipfic 
Commentaries, volume 17, part 3. 9 = 
Bernhard Seigfred Albinus was born of an 
illuſtriou sfamily at Francfort on the Oder, on 
the 24th of February 1697. His father was, 
at that time, profeſſor of the practice of medi- 
cine in the univerſity there; but, in the year 
1702, he repaired to Leyden, being nominated 
profeſſor of anatomy and ſurgery in that univer- 
ſity. Here his ſon had an opportunity of ſtudy- _ 
ing under the moſt eminent maſters in Europe, 
who, from the ſingular abilities which he then 
F 1 Aipplaycd, 
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diſplayed, had no difficulty in prognoſticating 
his future eminence. But, while he was diſtin- 
guiſhed in every branch of literature, his atten- 
tion was particularly turned to anatomy and 
ſurgery. lis peculiar attachment to theſe 
branches of Knowledge gained him the intimate 
friendſhip of Ruyſch and Rau, who at that time 
flouriſhed in Leyden. Both of them beſtowed 
peculiar attention upon young Albinus ; and the 
latter, fo juſtly celebrated as a lithotomiſt, is 
faid to have ſeldom performed a capital opera- 
tion without inviting him to be preſent. 
Having finiſhed his ſtudies at Leyden, he went 
to Paris, where he attended the lectures of Du- 
verney, Vaillant, and other celebrated pro- 
feſſors. But he had ſcarce ſpent a year there, 
when he was invited, by the curators of the 
univerſity of Leyden, to be a leQturer in ana- 
tomy and ſurgery at that place. Though 
contrary to his own inclination, he complied 
with their requeſt, and upon that occaſion was 
created Doctor of Phyſic, without any examina- 
tion. Soon after, upon the death of his father, hc 
was appointed to ſucceed him as profeſſor of 
anatomy; and, upon being admitted into that 
office on the gth of November 1721, he deli- 
vered an oration, De vcra via ad fabrice hu- 


man 
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mani corporis copnitionem ducente, which was 
heard with univerſal approbation. 

In the capacity of a profeſſor, he not only be: 
ſtowed the greateſt attention upon the inſtruction 
of the youth intruſted to his care, but in the im- 
| provement of the medical art. With this view, 
he publiſhed many important diſcoveries of 
his own, and, by elegant editions, turned the 
attention of Phyſicians to works of merit, which 
might otherwiſe have been neglected. By theſe 

' means, his fame was ſoon extended over Europe; 
and the ſocieties of London, Peterſburgh, and 
Haerlem, cheerfully received him as an aſſociate. 
In 1745, he was appointed profeſſor of the 
practice of medicine at Leyden, and was ſucceed- 
ed in the anatomical chair by his brother Frid. 
Bern. Albinus. He was twice rector of the uni- 
verſity, and as often he refuſed that high honour 
when it was voluntarily offered him. At length, 
worn out by long ſervice, and intenſe ſtudy, he 
died on the gth of September, 1770, in the 74th 
year of his age His death was regretted not only 
by the univerſity of Leyden, where he officiated 
as a profeſſor for near fifty years, but by cvery 
fincere admirer of learning and genius. Beſides 
the fame which he juſtly acquired by his own 
writings, tac elegant editions which he publiſh- 
Td 
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ed of the works of Veſalius, Fabricius ab Aqua- 
pendente, Harvey, and Euſtachius, will do him 5 


perpetual. honour. 
" | +. — 


A gentleman of extenſive property in the 


; ind Granada, in a letter to Dr Joſeph Black 


phyſician in Edinburgh, gives the following 


account of a method which has been ſucceſs- 
fully practiſed on his eſtate for the cure of the 
yaws. When he returned to that iſland, after 
being abſent for a conſiderable time, he found 
in the hoſpital thirty-two ſlaves affected with the 
yavs. Some of them had been there for years. 


And a few, who, from time to time, had been 


diſmiſſed as cured, generally returned after a 


very ſhort interval. The medicines chiefly em- 


ployed were mercurial preparations, by the uſe 


of which, many negroes had their conſtitu- | 
tions broken, ſome of them being affected with 


_ conſtant pains in their bones, others falling 


victims to a terrible diſorder, in that country, 
called Mal d'Eftomac, in which the patient has 
a violent inclination to eat clay. 

Theſe obſervations determined him to commit 


ſome of thoſe affected with this diſorder to the 
cure of a negro who underſtood the method ol 


reatment in their own country. Having found 


One 
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one who lived many years upon the eſtate, he 
put two of them under his care, and adviſed the 
ſurgeon to treat four others upon the ſame plan 
with the negro, but with different medicines. ; 
The negro” s method of treating them was as 
follows: He put them twice a- day into a caſk, 
in which there was a little fire | in a pot. By 
this means he {weated them proſuſely. He gave 
them decoctions of two woods, which, in that 
country, are called Bois Royale and Bois Ter, 
both of which are ſaid to be ſudorific; and he 
applied to their ſores an ointment made of ruſt 
of iron and lime-juice. The ſurgeon treated 
his four with diaphoretic antimony, and other 
ſweating medicines. He applied to their ſores 
ſaccharum ſaturni, green vitriol, butter of anti- 
mony, corroſive ſublimate, and other cauſtics. | 
The event was, that the two patients intruſted 
to the care of the negro were well in a fort- 
night; but not one of the four treated by the 
ſurgeon was apparently better. | 5 
He then gave the negro four other patients, : 
who, as well as the former, wet 3 cured in a 
| ſhort time. Upon this, he gave him the charge 


of all the yawed negrocs in the hoſpital; and, at 


the end of two months, at which time his letter 
das written, there were but thirteen remain ing 


uncured; 


7 
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uncured ; of theſe, not above three or four had 
any appearance of yaus; and two of them came 


in only a few days before the date of his letter. 
The reſt were affected with pains in their bones, 
which the negro alleged were owing to the 


mercury they had taken before they were put 
under his care. 
= | | ® * pF + 5 
Mr Thomas Henry, apothecary at Man 
cheſter, has, ſome months ago, publiſhed at: 


appendix to his experiments and obſervation: 


on the preparation of Magneſia. In this appen- : 


dix he affirms, that the medicine now fold under 


the title of Glaſs's Magneſia is much inferior in 
quality to what it was ſome years ago ; that it 
is impure, calcareous, and improper for the 
purpoſe of calcining. As calcareous magneſia 


is neither ſo abſorbent, nor ſo purgative as the 
pure, theſe circumſtances, undoubtedly, deſerve 

the attention of thoſe who are in uſe to > proveribe 
| Glaſs's Magneſia. 


| = 33 * 


The college of phyſicians at Lyons have pro- 


poſed, as the ſubject of their prize-diſſertation, for 
the year 1774, the following queſtions: * Quelles 
font les differentes eſpeces de dartres? Quels en 
font les differens principes? Quels ſont les moyens 

4 
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de les diſtinguer ? Quelles font les maladies 
internes que les vices dartreux produiſſent? A 


quels ſymptomes peut on les reconnoitre ? Com- 
ment peut on combattre ces ditterens principes 
dans leurs differens etats? The prize is a gold 
medal of ſeventy-two livres | in value; and two 
hundred and twenty-eight livres in cath. All 


the memoirs on this ſubject are deſired to be 
tranſmitted, poſt paid, before the firſt of April, 


1774, a M. Raſt, fils, Docteur en medicine de : 
Montpellier, profeſſeur agrege au college des 


medecins de Lyon, place des Terraux. 


* * * + 


5 The royal academy of ſurgery at Paris have 
again propoſed, for their prize for 1774, the 
following ſubject. Expoſer les inconveniens 


qui reſultent de l'abus des onguens et des em- 


platres; et de quelle reforme la pratique 


vulgaire elt ſuſceptible, a cet egard, dans le 
traitment des ulceres. 


S 6. * 0 


The royal academy of ſciences at Paris have 
propoſed the following ſubject for their prize- 
diſſcrtation for the year 1775. Quelle eſt la 


meiileure maniere de fabriquer les Aiguilles 


aimantées, de les tuſpendrc, de s afſurec 


qu*clles ſont dans le vrai me: ridicn magnetique; 


enfin, 


| 
| 
| 
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enfin, de rendre raiſon de leur i diur- 
| me regulieres? Memoirs on this ſubject muſt 
be tranſmitted to the ſecretary of the academy 
before the firſt of September, 774. The 
prize is two thouſand livres. | 
Some gentlemen at London have lately print- | 
ed a propoſal for founding a medical library, 
and inſtituting a ſociety to be called the Medical 
Socicty of London. A fund is propoſed to be 
raiſed for the purchaſing of books, by an 


annual ſubſcription of one guinea from each 


member of the ſociety. And two meetings are 
o be held every month for converſation on 
:mnedical ſubjects. It is likewiſe ſaid to be a 
reſolution of the ſociety, that a gold medal of 
ten guineas Value be given annually to the per- 
for: who ſhall preſent the beſt diſſertation on 
Aa queſtion previouſly propoſed. They intend 
aifo to collect papers for publication, which are 
to be carefully preſerved till matter ſufficient 
for a volume can be obtained. All papers bs 
lating to medical ſubjects, which are intended 
to be communicated to the public by this 
channel, are defired to be directed to the Scere- 
tary of the Medical Society of London. The 
following gentlemen are, we arc informed, the 


preſent 
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preſent officers of this ſociety ; Dr Millar pre- 
ſident, Dr Lettſome treaſurer, Dr Hulme 
librarian, and Mr Ford ſecretary. l 
8 "= C08 5 
An account has lately been printed of the 
general diſpenſary, for the relief of the poor, 
which was inſtituted in the year 1770, and is 
kept in Alderſgate ſtreet, London. The deſign 
of this inſtitution is, to afford medicines and ad- 
vice to the poor, either at the diſpenſary, or, 
when circumſtances require it, at their own ha- 
bitations. From the printed account, it appears, 
that, between the 23d of July 1770, and the gth 
of June 1773, the number admitted to the ad- 
vantages of this charity amounted to 3348. 
The charges are defrayed by annual e | 
tions, which are received by many of the prin- 
cipal bankers in London. A ſcheme in its na- 
ture fo humane and fo important to ſociety, - 
well deſerves imitation in every large city. 
| | * * * We | 
We ww ſeen the hiilory of a caſe of that dif. 
order of the breaſt deſeribed by Dr Heberden in 
the ſecond volume of the Medical Tranſactions, 
and there named the angina pectoris. The patient 
died ſuddenly, from a quantity of purulent. mat- 
ter breaking into the trachea, and thus producing 


 tfuflocation. 


nw 


ſuffocation. Upon diſſection, a collection of what 
appcared to be pus was found between the two 
membranes which compoſe the mediaſtinum. Dr 
Haygarth of Cheſter, who relates this caſe, de- 
fires thoſe who have an opportunity of opening 
bodies, that have died of this diſeaſe, to examine 
particularly the mediaſtinum, which, being a part 
in no reſpect effential to life, he fears niight not 
be ſuſpected to contain the cauſe of death, 
Some obſervations were formerly given, con- 
cerning the effects of cabbage- bark tree, as an 
anthelmintic, in the firſt volume of theſe Com- 
mentaries, p. 328, and ſeq. Since that time, 
Dr Donald Monro at London, in a private 
letter to Dy Duncan, has mentioned ſome par- 
ticulars concernidg the operation of this medi- 
eine, which are different from what had been 
obſerved at Edinburgh. At the deſire of 
Dr Duncan, Dr Monro has conſented that 
| theſe ſhould be made public; and has allo com- 
municated ſome information, which he received 
Uzveral years ago concerning this bark, from 
_ Mr M*Donald, who was then a ſurgeon in the 
Hand of jamaica, but | is ſince dead. 
_ Mr M Donald's information was, that his ne- 
zrocs or nurſes, to whom, in general the exhi- 
| bition 
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bition of this bark is intruſted, commonly pre- 
pare it, by taking a handful of it bruiſed and 
boiling it in water, till the decoction attains the 
colour of porter. Of this decoction, well ſweet- 
ened, they give for three ſucceſſive mornings, a a 
ſmall table-ſpoonful to a child of two years of 
age, faſting ; and they increaſe the doſe accord- 
ing to the age and ſtrength of the patient. Af 
ter thus giving it for three mornings, they ge- 
nerally purge it off with a doſe of the caſtor oil. 
The firſt, and molt commonly the ſecond doſe. 
cauſes a nauſea, if not a vomiting or purging; 
on which account the phyſical people adviſe gi- 
ving two, three, or four drops of laudanum with 
each doſe, and feldom-defwre that any purgative 
ſhould be given after its uſe. In both the one 
and the other way, it rarely fails of procuring 
the defired effect, and no diſagreeable conſe- 
quences have ever been obſerved to follow its 
uſe. Mr M' Donald added, that two drams of 
this bark boiled in half a pound of water to two 
| ounces would be found to be a proper proportion. 
N VV 
A conſiderable quantity of the cabbage-bark 
A ſent to Dr Donald Monro from the 
Weſt- Indies, which he gave to the apothecary at 
St George's hoſpital. Since that time, ſome of 
vol. = BS the 
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the other phyſicians to the hoſpital, as well as 


hiinſelt, have frequently employed it as an an- 55 


thelmintic. An ounce of the bark was boiled in 


ga a quart of water to half a pint; and of this de- 


coction they gave four table ſpoonfuls for a doſe 
to a grown perſon. When exhibited in this 
manner, it neither yomited nor purged ; but all 
thoſe who took it complained of its being a very 
2 diuretic, and they called it a foreing 
one. As an anthelmintic, Dr Monro has found 
"it . his | withes 1 in leveral worm- caſes. © 
We | * * * * | 
Dr Jean Marie Gamet, formerly phyſician at 
Lyons, now at Paris, pretends that he has diſ- 
covered an effectual remedy for all cancerous diſ- 
_ eaſes. With a view of communicating to the pu- 
blic the extraordinary virtues of this medicine, 
he has lately written a treatiſe in two volumes, 
octavo, entitled, Theorie nouvelle ſur les ma- 
ladies cancereuſes, nerveuſes, et autres affec- 
tions du meme genre, avec les obſervations 
pratiques ſur les effets de leur remede appro- 
© price.” The firſt volume is taken up with an ac- 
count of the nature of thoſe diſeaſes for which 
| his remedy is faid to be adapted. In the ſecond, 
he preſents us with the hiſtory of above ſixty 
caſes, in which, he affirms, he has performed 
_ cures s by means ot 1 it. To this volume he has ſub- 


joined 
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joined a petition, by ſeveral phyſicians in Paris, 
recommending it to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to 
purchaſe this ſecret for the benefit of the public. 


* * 3 


Mr Oth. Guil. Struve, in a treatiſe lately pu- 


bliſhed at Lauſanne, entitled, Eflais, ou Reflec- 


tions intereſlantes, relatives à la chymie, la mẽ- 
decine, Peconomie, et le commerce,“ alleges, 


that he had diſcovered two new ſpecifics, the 
one for epilepſy, and the other for i{crophula. | 


* XR * * 


On Sunday the 17th of October, died at 
Edinburgh Mr James Ruſſel, ſurgeon in that 


city, and profeſſor of natural philoſophy in the 


univerſity: A man juſtly eſteemed for attention 


and judgment in the exerciſe of the healing art 
and deſervedly eminent for great originality of 


| genius, and profound knowledge in philoſophy. 


. VVV 
On Sunday the 28th of November died alſo at 
Edinburgh, Dr Adam Auſtin, fellow of the roy- 


al college of phyſicians there; an eminent prac- 
titioner in medicine, and a man of real worth. 
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At the annual election by the royal ſociety of 
London, on Tueſday the zoth of November, 
the following gentlemen were choſen officers 


for the enſuing year: Is 
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Sir John Pringle, Preſident. 
Samuel Wegg, Eſq; Treaſurer. 
| Matthew Matty, M. D. t Secretaries 
Samuel Horſley, I. LK 1} 
At the annual election by the royal college 4 
phyſicians in Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 2d 
of December, the following gentlemen were 
choſen officers for the enſuing year: 


Dr Cullen, Prefident. 


Dr Grant, 
W G 8 
ms, 3 G 


Dr Monro, Secretary. 


Dr Gardiner, Librarian. 
Dr Hay, Treaſurer. 
| Dr Duncan, Fiſcal. 
At the above meeting, it was unanimouſly a 
greed, That diploma's for honorary fellowſhips 
in the royal college of Phyſicians in Edinburgh, 
ſhould be preſented to his Grace Henry Duke 
of Buccleugh, and to Hieronymus David Gau- 
bius, M. D. profeſſor of medicine at Leyden. 
©. +» | 
The univerſity of Oxford has conferred the 
degree of Batchelor | in Medicine on Mr Martin 
Wall. 
- of * 1 : * 
The univerſity of Cambridge has conferred 
the degree ot Doctor of Medicine on Meflrs 


ES Reynolds oo 
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Reyackls and Wright, and that of Batchelor i in 
Medicine on Mr Hunt. 


The univerſity of St Andrew s has conferred 
the degree of Doctor in Medicine on Meffrs 
Marſhall, Chiſholm, Scott, Ow . 


| Cameron, and Veale. 


It was our intention to have inſerted alſo the | 
names of thoſe gentlemen who obtained degrees 5 
in medicine, during the courſe of laſt year, from 


the univerſities of Dublin, Aberdeen, and Glaſ- 


gow; but liſts of the graduates in medicine at 
theſe places we have not been able to obtain 


. ſoon enough for inſertion in this number. For 
the names of the gentlemen who have obtained 
degrees in medicine at Edinburgh, during the 
year 1773, we refer our readers to the titles of 
their inaugural diſſertations, which they will find 
in the third and fourth parts of our firſt volume. 


* * * * 


The royal ſociety of London have conferred 
their annual gold medal on Joſeph Prieſtly, 
I. L. D. for his ingenious and uſeful obſerva _ 

tions on different kinds of air, publiſhed in the 
zd volume of the Philoſophical Tranſactions. 
An abridgement of that paper is e for 


gur next number. 
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_ A Liſt of New Becks. 
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Bſervationes de antimonio ejuſque uſu in 
morbis curandis. Auctore Gulielmo Saun- 
g ders, M. D. et Noſcomi, a Thoma Guy armi- 
gero inſtituti, medico. 12mo, London. 

The young ſurgeon's dictionary, or pupil's 
inſtructor, wherein their terms are explained from 
the beſt Greek authors, and an introduction to 
anatomy, by inſerting the definition of the 
ſtructure of man. To which is prefixed, in- 
ſtructions to young chemiſts, and a catalogue 
of drugs, chemical and galenical, in Latin and 
Engliſh, with a table of all the characters uſed 
in ſurgery and phyſic. 12Mo, London. | 
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Methode pour elever et conſerver les enfans 


en bonne ſantẽ depuis leur naiſlance juſqu'a Vage 

de raiſon ; avec quelques refleQions ſur la ma- 
niere que Pon a adoptee de les rendre robuſtes ; 
: les moyens de reconnoitre les deſcentes dont les 


enfans, les hommes, et les femmes ſont affliges ; 


la maniere de les traiter; quelques remarques 
{ur les deſcentes etrangles, et les inſtructions ne- 
ceſſaires pour remedier a ces terribles accidens. 
Par M. Blakay, regu expert au college royal de 


chirurgie et enterpreneur de la fourniture 


des bandages aux hopitaux militaires. 12mo, 


Paris. 


Traité de chymie, par M. 4 Lorme, gentil- 
homme ordinaire de ſa Majeſté, chevalier de 


l'ordre royal et militaire de St Louis. 8 vo, Paris 
Obſervationes chymicæ et mineralogicæ, pars 

2da, auctore Chriſt. Lhrent. Wicgol, M. D. 

Gripſwald. 

Kurtz anleitung inſecten au ids; i. e. 

Short directions for collecting inſects, by Au- 


 guſtus-Chriſtian Kuhn, II. P. sro, Eiſenach. 
Beſchreibnng der Geſund - Brunnen und baden 


die Hof. Gieſmer; i. e. A deſcription of the mi- 
neral- waters and baths at Hof. Gieſmer, by Ch. 


Henry Benzer, M. D. &c. Caſſcl. 
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F. J. Arands abhandlung von drey krank 
heiten, &c. i. e. A treatiſe on three epidemical 
diſcaſes which raged in 1771 and 1772, with 
the method of cure, by Frederick James Arand, 

M. D. &c Gottingen. 
Send- Schreiben, &c. 1. e. A letter on inocu- | 
lation, addrefſed to Dr Stork, by M. Schinz, 7 
NI. D. Zurich. 85 

De' fenomeni della circolatione, &c. i. e. Ob- 

ſervations on the circulation conſidered through 

the whole courſe of the veſſels ; - on the motion of | 

the blood, independent of the action of the heart; 
and on the pulſation of the arteries. Modena. 

Rudimenta pyretologiæ methodicæ, auctore 
C. G. Selle, M. D. 8vo, Berolini. 

Memoires pour ſervir a Phiſtoire des inſectes. 
Par Charles de Geer, marechal de la cour, et 
che valier de pordre royal de Vetoile du Nord, 
membre de Pacadenue et de la fociete royale des 
ſciences de Suede, et correſpondant de Pacade- 
mie royale des ſciences de Faris, 3 tomes. 4to, 
Stockholm. : 

Tableau chronologique des ouvrages et des 
principales découvertes d'anatomie et de chi- 
rurgie, par ordre de matiere, pour ſervir de 
table et de ſupplement a Phiſtoire de ces deux 

ſciences, 
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ſciences, faiſant le tome 6me et dernier ac Pou- 


vrage, par M. Portal. Paris. 


Detail des ſucces de betabliſſement que la ville 


de Paris a fait en faveur des perſonnes noyces. 
On y a joint une notice chronologique des 


differens ouvrages publics ſur cette matiere 


depuis 1770. Par M. P. 8vo, Paris. 
An experimental inquiry into the figure and 


compoſition of the red particles of the blood, 
commonly called the red globules, being a copy 


a ; of a paper lately read before the royal ſociety, 


by William Hewſon, F. R. 8. and teacher of . 


anatomy. Bvo, London. 
The practice of the Britiſh and French 


hoſpitals. Containing a ſele& body of uſeful 
and elegant medicines, for the ſeveral diſorders 
incident to the human body, with practical 


remarks on each preſcription. Calculated for 
the benefit of private families; by the author of 

the practice of the London — lamo, 
London. 


| 85 The philoſophical lies. giving ſome 
account of the preſent undertakings, ſtudies, 
and labours of the ingenious, in many conſi- 


derable parts of the world, vol. 6 3. part 1. 
ato L ondon. : 


La 
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La generation, ou expoſition des phenomenes 
relatifs à cette function naturelle, de leur me- 
chaniſme, de leurs cauſes en partie, et des 
effets immediats qui en reſultent; traduite de la 
phyſiologic de M. de Haller, augmentce de 
quelques notes, et d'une diſſertation ſur les eaux 
de l'amnios. 2 vols, 8vo, Paris. 
Eloge hiſtorique de la faculte de medecine de 
Paris. Diſcours pour les lauriers academiques, | 
traduit de Latin, prononce aux ecoles de me- 
decine le 16me Octobre 1770. 4to, Paris. 
Syſteme nouveau et complet de Part des ac- 
couchemens tant theorique que pratique, avec 
la deſcription des maladies particulieres aux 
femmes anciennes, aux femmes en couches, et 
aux enfans nouveau nes ; traduit de l'Anglois 
de Burton, par NM. le Moine doQteur' regent de 
la faculte de Paris: Ouvrage enrichi des notes 
ct des figures. 8vo, Paris. 
Traitè des maladies veneriennes, dans lequel | 
on indique un nouveau remede, * M. Preſ- 
ſavin. 12mo. Paris. 

Vade mecum de botanique, ouvrage utile à 
tout le monde, ct particulierement aux etudiens 
en medecine ct en chirurgie, contenant la de- 
ſcription et les proprietés des plantes uſuelles, 


la 
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la maniere de les employer utilement en mede- 
cine, avec differentes formules on peuvent entrer 


leur preparation, par M. Marquet, doyen de 7 
medecins de Nanci, et medecin botaniſte de 
S. A. R. Leopold duc de Lorraine et de Bar. 


2 vols, 12mo, Paris. 
T. C. Hoppen, Abhandlung von der begat- 


tung die pflantzen; i. e. A treatiſe on the 
fructification of plants, by T. C. I 


* Altenbourg. 
J. F. X. Fauken, Faulung fiebre, 4 bo e. 
A deſcription of the putrid fever which raged at 


Vienna in the years 1771 and 1772, by J. F. 


Xavier Fauken, M. D. 8v0, Vienna. 


Della febbre maligna; i. e. A treatiſe on ma- 


lignant fevers, by M. Migliori. 8vo, Peronne. 


I. F. Henkels Neue medeciniſche und chirur. 
giſche anmerkungen, &c. i. e. New medical and 
chirurgical obſervations, by 1 . Henkel. . 


2 vols, 12mo, Berlin. 
_ Traite de la nouvelle methode d'inoculer la 


petite- -yerole, par M. Vieuſſeux, M. D. vo, | 


Geneva. 

Lettres de M. * docteur e e et C harles 
Benoit ſur la cauſe de la non- pulſation des 
veines 120, Luſanne? 


The 
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The eſſects of injections into the urethra, and 
the uſe and abuſe of thoſe remedies in the cure 


and prevention of the virulent gonorrhoza = 


briefly conſidered, with occaſional remarks on 
the nature of that diſorder, in anſwer to ſome 
modern doctrines. By Thomas . ſur- 
geon. 8vo, London. 
Experiments and obſervations on the mi- 
neral waters of Philadelphia, Abington, and 
Briſtol, in the province of Penſylvania. Read, 
by June 18. 1772, before the American phi- 
| loſophical ſociety, held at Philadelphia, by 
Benjamin Ruſh, M. D. profeſſor of chemiſtry 
in the college of TS. ow * 
ladelphia. 
An eſſay introductory to the ſtudy of elec- 
tricity. & vo, Briſtol. 
Hiſtoire de Vacademie royale des ſciences 
anne 1770, avec les memoires de mathema- 
tiques et de phyſiques pour la meme annee. 
Tires de regiltres de cette academic. 4to, 
Paris. 
Memoires ſur diſferentes parties de la phy- 
ſique, de Vhiſtoire naturelle, des ſciences, et 
des arts, Par M. Guettard de Pacademie des 


ſciences. 3 vols, 4to, Paris. 
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Le petit cabinet d'hiſtoire naturelle, ou manuel 


du naturaliſte. Ouvrage utile aux voyageurs, 


et à ceux qui viſitent les cabinets d'hiſtoire natu- 
relle, et des curiofites ; contenans tout ce que 


' Phiſtoire naturelle peut offrir de plus piquant et 
de plus intereſſant; tout ce qui concerne les 
animaux, les vegetaux, et les mineraux, avec 


leur proprietes et leurs uſages. 8vo, Paris. 


Cri de Phumanite en faveur des noyés, ou 
moyens faciles pour les rapeller a la vie; ouvrage 


tres intereſſant, par M. Iſnard. 8vo, Paris. 


Traite des maladies veneriennes, par M. 


Febure, troiſieme edition, a laquelle on a ajoutc 
une table analytique des matieres. 2 vols, 
 12mo, Paris. 


Les exerciſes du corps chez les anciens. Par 
M. Sabbattier. 8vo, Paris. 


Oeuvres de M. Franklin, docteur en loix, 
membre de Pacademie royale des ſciences de 
Paris, des ſocietes royales de Londres, et de Got- 
tingen, des ſocietès philoſophiques d*Edinbourg 
et de Rotterdam, preſident de la fociete philoſo- 2 


phique de Philadelphie, et reſident a la cour de la 
Grand Bretagne pour pluficurs colonies Britan- 


niques Americaines ; traduites de P Anglois, ſur 


la quatrieme edition, par M. Barbeu du Bourg, 


docteur 


. : 
1 

* 
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doQteur en medecine de la faculte de Paris, avec 
additions nouvelles, et des figures en taille 
douce. 2 vols, 4to, Paris. 

Avis à mes concitoyens, ou Effai ſur la fievre 
© miliare, ſuivi des pluſieurs obſervations inte- 
reſſantes ſur la meme maladie, par M. Gaſtelier, 


medecin a Montargis. 12mo, Paris. 


Deſeription du cabinet royal de Dreſde tou- 
chant Vhiſtoire naturelle. Folio, Dreſde. 
=: Acrel Chirurgiſche geſchichte ; i. e. Chi- 
rurgical obſervations made in the royal hoſpital 
at Stockholm, by O. Acrel, M. D. ſurgeon- 
major to the royal hoſpital, &c. 8vo, Lubec. 
Hiſtoriæ et commentationes academiæ elec- 
toralis ſcientiarum et elegantiorum artium Theo- 
doro Palatinæ. 4to, Manhemiæ. | 
Dizonarie delle arti; i. e. A dictionary of arts, 
degun by Mr Francois Griſelini, and continued 
by M. Abbe Foſſadoni. 14 tom. 12mo, Ve 


nice. 
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* 

Aſemoire qui a remportie le Prix des Arts, au juge— 
ment de l Academie des Sciences, Belles-Lettres, 
et Arts de Beſangon, ſur cette queſtion, Indiquer 
les Vegetaux que pourroient ſupplier en temps 

die diſette d ceux que Pon employe communement a 
la nourriture des hommes, et qui en devi oſt ere 
la preparation? par M. Parmenticr, Apothi- 


caire Major de I Hotel Royal des Invaliges. 
12mo, Paris. 


HE ſcarcity of proviſions * hich prev wed 

intheneighbourhoodof Beiancon for th c 
Gerbe years, gavc occaſion te the above 
- queſtion. In conſidering this ſubject, it ap- 
8 - peared 
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peared to our author to be a matter of more 
importance to inquire into the nature of thoſe 
vegetables which are eftcemed either to be not 
alimentary, or of a hurtful quality, than to 
point out role, which, it is already known, 
may be ſubſtituted in the place of gain. In : 
this inveſtigation, he endeavours, in the füirſt 
part of the memoir now before us, to aſcertain 
the principles upon which the nutritive quality 
of vegetables depends. In the ſecond, he gives 
an account of the vegetables which he has found 
to contain alimentary matter; of the means by 
which they may be deprived of pernicious qua- 
litics; and of the beſt methods for preparing 
them, when they are to be uſed as food. 
Tn the firſt part of tais memoir, after ſome 
rcllections on the inquiries of different authors 
concerning the nutritive part of vegetables, Mr 
Parmenticr obſerves, that this quality is now 
demonſtrated to depend upon their mucilage 
differently modified. To Mr Beccari of the 
Bolognian academy, we are principally indebted 
for the determination of this point. Thar 
learned philolopher has diſcovered, in the 
flower of wheat, two diſtin ſudſtances. The 
one, he terms an animal or glutinous matter; 
tne other, an amylaceous matter, or vegetable 
| gl: I 
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| paſte. As theſe obfervations have ſince been 
confirmed by many learned chemiſts, no room 
was left to queſtion their being well founded. 
Mr Parmentier, however, entertained ſome 
doubt with regard to the opinion of thoſe who 
imagine that the animal matter of Beccari is 
the nutritive part of vegetables. Were this 
true, the fame matter ſhould be found in other 
kinds of grain, which afford nearly as much 
nouriſhment as wheat. From this reflection, 
he was led to ſome experiments concerning, this 
animal or glutinous ae | 
Iwo pounds of the fineſt flower of wheat 
made into a paſte, and expoſed to a very gra- 
dual fall of water, yielded fix ounces of an 
elaſtic ſubſtance, of a ſomewhat ſolid confiſt- 
ence, of a yellowiſh colour, not adhering to 
moiſtencd bodies, nor aifecting the tranſparency 
of water. Fiom tho fame quaniity of a coarter 
kind of flower, he procured, by the fame means, 
nine ounces of this claſſic glutinous matter. 
This he found to hold not in one inflance only, 
but to be uniform the retult of mai v expert- 
ments made upon theſe two Kinds of flower.“ 
From this he was Jed ro conclude, with the 
celebrated Mode]! of Peterſburgh, thar the 
gluten of Beccari exiſts in the Cortical part or 

„ bran 
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bran of wheat. To aſcertain this fact, he made 
experiments with four different kinds of flower. 
From theſe experiments it appeared, that the 
quantity ot animal matter was always propor- 
tioned to the coarſeneſs of the flower. Hence, 
were this gluten the nutritive part, the coarſeſt 
 bicad, or that which contained moſt bran, 
' would afford the greateſt quantity of nouriſh- 
ment. The contrary of this, howey er, 18 
knoun to be the fact. x : 
| In continuing his examination of the gluti- 
nous matter of vegetables, Mr Parmentier ex- 
poſed a pound of it, for ſome days, to a gentle 
Heat. By this means it became dry and brittle, 
aJumed the appearances of tranſparent horn, 
and loſt more than two thirds of its weight. 
By trituration with water, this dried matter 
reſumed its former glutinous and elaſtic appear- 
ance, its weight, and colour. Hence, Mr 
Parmentier concludes, that a pound of the beſt 
flower does not contain above an ounce of this 
gluten. 
This gluten has bcen ſuppoſed to be the 
nutritive part of corn, from its not diffolving 
unleſs in vegetable acids; fromſits aſſuming a 
ſpongy form in boiling water; from its ſuppoſed 
analogy to the animal lymph; and, laſtly, from 
„ the 
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the ſimilitude which the products it affords on 
chemical analyſis bear to thoſe obtained from 


animal matters. From what has been ſaid, 
however, our author concludes, that this 


animal matter is not the nutritive part of vege- 


tables. He therefore proceeds to examine the 
other part of the flower, the amy laccous. 


The amylaccous part of wheat, upon being 
mixed with the ſame quantity of leaven, which 
would have been ſufficient for as much flower, 


produced bread of a white colour, but very 


heavy, and without taſte. Upon the addition, 
however, of a little fermentable mucilage to 


this mals, it roſe properly, and taſted well. 
Havi ing found this amylaceous matter in PM 

grains and roots of graſſes and leguminous 

plants, he next endeavoured to ditcover whe- 


ther it was to be found in thoſe rovis which 


are ſuppoſed to be very nutritive; to aſcertain 
in what proportion it was preſent; and to de- 
termine whether it was preciſely of the ſame 


nature with the amy laceous par: of grain. As 


the ſubject of theſe experiments he choſe 
potatoes. 5 
From twenty pounds of potatoes he pro- 


cured three pounds of a fine powder, which, 


in every Particular, ſhewed the ſame properties 
„ WM _—_ 
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as the amvlaccous part of wheat. Upon this 
trial he diſcovered none of the glutinous or 
animal matter of Beccari. 


This amy laccous part of vegetables, or, as 
ſome have termed it, the fecula, is a peculiar 
gum not ſoluble i in ſpirit of wine, Vinegar, or 

cold water. It contains more acid, and leſs 

water, than the ordinary gums. It is found in 
many of thoſe plants which make great part of 
the nourithment of man and other animals. 
Hence our author concludes it to be the nutri- i 
tious matter. 


But there are other vegetables uſed in . 
ſuch as the ſaccharine fruits, and ſome of the 

humid roots, in which he could neither diſ- 

cover a glutinous nor amy laceous matter. In 

theſe, he ſuppoſes, that the nutritive quality 
muſt ariſe from the ſugar. The juices of theſe 
vegetables, however, upon evaporation, yielded 
a ſubſtance reſembling the fecula, and giving 
nearly the ſame products upon a chemical ana- 
lyſis; which give a preſumption, that the nou- 
riſhment they afford may at bottom depend 
upon the ſame principle. 


Having endeavoured to aſcertain the nutri- 
rive part of vegetables, the author next proceeds 


to conſider what vegetables, not commonly in 
MY | uſe, 
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uſe, may, in conſequence of poſſeſſing it, be 
employed in aliment. With this view, he pro- 


poſes particular parts of the following vegeta- 
bles. Horſe cheſnuts, Acorns, the roots of 
Bryona aſpera ſive alba baccis rubris, Caſp. 


Bauh. Pin. Iris vulgaris germanica five ſylve- 
Aris, C. . F. Gladiolus major Byzantinus, 


C. B. P. Arum vulgare maculatum et non ma- 
culatum, C. B. P. Dracunculus polyphyllus, 
C. B. P. Ranunculus vernus rotundis foliis, 
C. B. P. Filipendula major, C. B. P. the ſeeds 


of the Lychnis ſegetum major, C. B. P. the 
roots of the Helleborus niger ranunculi folio, 
flore globoſo, C. B. P. Fumaria bulboſa radice 


non cava, C. B. P. Mandragora flore ſubcae- 
ruleo purpuraſcente, C. B. P. and Gramen ca- 


ninum arvenſe, . 


After this enumeration of plants which may 
be uſed in diet, Mr Parmentier next preſents 
us with ſome remarks concerning cach. Al- 


though horſe-cheſnut has not hitherto been 
_ employed, yet it is certain, that wholeſome 


bread, without any bitterneſs, may be obtained 


from it. Of acorns, bread, he obſerves, has 
frequently been made; and, to this day, in 
ſome countries, they are in common uſe. The 
method of preparation which he recommends 
15, 


| 
| 
| 
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is, that they be deprivod of their cover by 
boilin- 


, then dried and powdered, and after— 
wards baked ja the ſame manner as the flower 
of wheat. by 5 
Ihe roots 6! the brrona, iris, gladiolus, 
colchicum, rom, ot dracunculus, are chiefly 
recommended [rom their grow ing ſpontaneouſly 
and in grear abundance? The two laſt contain 
the greateſt quantity of amy laceous matter. 

The alimentary quality of the other plants 
before enumerated, ſtill remains to be alcer- 
tained, except of the gramen caninum arvenle. 
This plant, in its appearance, approaches to 
corn; and {ome naturaliiis have confidered it 
as the original ſpecies from which all our grain 
is produced. Its roots arc tweet taſted, and 
have long been employ ed tor making ptiſans. 

In the ſecond ſection of this part, which con- 
cludes the memoir now before us, the author, 
after ſome general remarks on the proper ſeaſon 
for gathering the roots and feeds above enume- 
rated, proceeds to relate the experiments which 
he made for aſcertaining the beſt method of 
preparing them. 


He adviſes, that the fruit of the horſe-cheſ- : 
nut, after the ſkin is taken off, and the juice 
preſſed from it, be made into a paſte. This 
„ 
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maſs muſt be diluted in water, and then trained 
through a fieve. A milky coloured liquor is 
thus ſeparated, which, on ſtanding, depoſites 
a a fine powder. This being dried, is without 
either ſmell or taſte, and very fit for aliment; 
the maſs, from which it is procured, retaining 


the bitterneſs of the fruit. 


| Acorns, fully ripe, and made into a paſte, 
weredeprived of their bitterneſs and aſtringency 
by merely preſſing their juice from them. The 

maſs remaining atter the preffure, when dried, 
was cafily reduced to a fine powder, by no 


means diſagrecable. 


The roots of the bryona, when treated in the 


ſame manner as the horſe-cheſnuts, yielded a 
fimilar white powder. By the ſame treatment 
alſo, fine, white, infipid, inodorous powder, 


may be procured from the roots of the iris, 


gladiolus, ranunculus, fumaria, arum, dracun- 


culus, mandragora, colchicum, filipendula, 


and helleborus. 


In the preparation of the gramen caninum 


arvenſe, it is only neceſſary, that the roots 


ſhould be cleanſed, cut ſmall, dried, and 


pounded. This powder, the author obſerves, 


does not diflolve in cold water or ſpirits; bur 
it does 1 in boiling water, which it renders thick 


and 
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and cloudy, and, upon cooling, the whole 
matſs obtains a gclatinous conſiſtence. Upon 
a chemical analyfis, it yields an acid empy— 
reumatic oil, which poſſeſſes a fingular odour, 
reſemblinz that which is perccived on burn- 
ing the plant. The ſpongy refiduum cal- 
cined in the air, gives a fixed alkali. Theſe 
properties inconteſtibly prove, that it contains 
an amylaccous matter fimilar to that of grain, 
which, it has already been obſerved, appears 
to be the nutritive part of vegetables. This 
amylaceous matter, formed into a jelly, and 
_ diffuſed in water, keeps for a long time with- 
4 ſuffering any change; it then turns acid, 7 
and at length putrifies. 


The amylaceous matter of acrid and poi- 
ſonous plants, although innocent and nutritive, 
cannot be converted into bread without the 
addition of ſome mucilaginous ſubſtance. In 

times of great ſcarcity, common bran will 
anſwer this purpoſe: But, when potatoes can 
be had, the addition of a proper proportion of 
theſe is to be preferred. ft 
Mr Parmentier next gives an account of the 
bread which he obtained from the amylaceous 
powders of the different vegetables mentioned 
above, with the addition of potatoes, and a 
mall 
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ſmall quantity of common leaven of grain. 
This bread appeared i in general to be well fer- 
mented; it was of a good white colour, and 
free from any diſagreeable ovour ; but to che : 
taſte it was fo;newhat inſipid. T his, however, 
he magined might have been cor rected by the 
addition of ag oper quantity of falt. 


As the reſources againſt ſcarcity which are 
here pointed out, can be procured only at 
particular ſeaſons, the author next propoſes a 
method for preſerving the matter thus obtained. 
For this purpoſc, he adviſes, that bread Pre- 
pared 1 in the inanncer mentioned ab ove, ſhould 
be caretuliy dricd, reduced to powder, and 
then kept in a cloſe caik. By this means, he 
is of opinion, that it may be preſerved for a 
very long time, and will always be ready to 
make an agreeavi and wholeiome varada, by 
the addition of a little butter and alt. 
Mr Parmentier next endeavoured to diſcover 
the degree of power with which this alimentary 
powder nouriſhed. Here he made himſelf the 
ſubject of experiment, and tind that three 
ounces of it for dinner, and as much for 
ſupper, made into panada with water, was a 


ſufficient quantity of alim. nt for a day. From 


his OP by ſtool while he uſed it, he had 
reaſon 
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. reaſon to believe, that it is almoſt totally 


alimentary. He concludes with recommend- _ 


ing it not only as uſeful in times of ſcarcity, 
but as a proper ſubſtitute for ſea-bilcuit, and 
as a ſpecics of food well adapted for armics and 
hoſpitals. Ae f 


0 II. 


Obſervations on difſerent Kinds of Air; by Joſeph 
Prieſtley, L. IL. D. and F. R. S. Vide Philo- 
ſophical Tranſactions, vol. 62, 4to, London. 


THE learned and induſtrious author of 
- this paper, introduces his ſubject by ob- 
ſerving, that he is fully ſenfible his obſerva- 
tions are imperfect, his experiments incompleat. 
But, having aſcertained many facts cqually 
new and important, he has here preſented the 
public with an account of the progreſs which 
be has already made. It will, we are per- 
ſuaded, be the ſincere wiſh of every philoſo- 
pher, that the hopes he entertains of being 
hereafter able to communicate farther lights 
on the ſame ſubject, may not be diſap- 
pointed. 
He 
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He firſt treats of fixed air, by which he 
means that air expelled by heut from lime, and 
other calcarcous ſubſtances, upon being de- 
5 prived of which, they become quick-lime. It 
is allo generated by fermenting liquors. 886 
that the author's firvation near a public brewery, : 
put it in his power to make many ex periments 
with regard to it. 

Lighted candles or chips, immerſed in this 
air, as it lies upon the liquor, are « xtinguiſhed. 

The ſmoke ot thete ſub? tances unites with this 
air, or is retained by it, and allumcs various 
appearances. Often the upper turf:ccs of the 

ſmoke floating in the air, will be non and 
well defincd ; while the under is ragged, parts 
hanging down within the body of ti. air to a 
conſiderable diſtance, in the form of balls, con- 
nected by ſlender threads to the upper ſtratum. 
At other times, the ſmoke will be formed 
into broad flakes reſembling clouds, parallel 
to the ſurface of the liquor, but a t diflerent 
diſtances from it. 


Ik fixed air be very ſtrong, ths fncke of 
: gunpowder fired in it, will bc wholly retained z 
and if by agitation any of it be thrown out of 
the veſſel containing it, the ſmoke mixed with 

it wall fall to the ground, from its s being heavier 


than 


than the common air. It extinguiſhes the red 


part of burning wood, but does not ſeem to 


cool a red-hot poker ſooner than common air. 
It unites, altho' ſlowly, with common air. It 
unites with the ſmoke of reſin, ſulphur, and 
other electrical ſubſtances; yet an electrical 
_ atmoſphere cannot be made by holding the wire 
of a charged phial among theſe fumes. 


By various contrivances, water may be im- 
pregnated with fixed air, from which it ac- 
quires a pleaſant acidulous taſte, { parkles in a 
glaſs; and can hardly be diſtinguiſhed from 
good Pyrmont water. From this impregnation 
likewiſe, it readily diffolves iron, as was firſt 
diſcovered by Mr. Lane. Fixed air may like- 
wiſe be readily incorporated with wine, beer, 
or almoſt any other liquor; and when they are 
flat or dead, they will, by this means, be revived. 
Although cold promotes the abſorption of 
fixed air by water, yet ice did not abſorb it. 
By freezing, water diſcharges air plentifully, 
although in a cool temperature it retains it even 
in open veſſels. As Pyrmont water loſes its 
air in vacuo, Dr. Prieſtley imagines, that by 
means of a condenſing machine, water may be 


highly impregnated with the virtues of the > 


Tune ſpring. ns 
The 
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The lungs of a cat, ſuffocated in fixed air, 
were found collapſed and white, with little or 
no blood in them. Blood, however, was found 
to coagulate ſooner in n fixed air than in com 
mon air. 

This air kills inſeXs and animals which 
breathe very little. It is farther deſtructive to 
vegetable as well as animal life; and it de- 
prives ſome flowers of their colours; although 
this docs not univerſally hold, ts 


Dr. Prieftley imagines, that the moſt pure 
fixcd air is to be obtained from diluted oil of 
vitriol and chalk ; and this air he in general 
uſed in the experiments above recited. He is 
of opinion, that fixcd air requires oply ſome 
addition to render it common air; and, from 
ſome circumſtances, he was led to conclude, 
that the addition requiſite is phlogiſton ; al— 
though he acknowledges, that he is ignorant 
of the method of combining them. 

The author next treats of the air in which a 
candle or a ws goa out. His 


Curious 1 fabts, 035 Of "th TD obvious « Cir 
cunitances is the diminution which! 
ſuffers from a candle or brimfione, having 
burned out in it. This mmnutien! ſt 
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mates at to one fifteenth or one ſixteenth of the 
whole. He did not, however, find, 45 Dr. 


1 Hales ſappoſed, that the diminution continued 


when brimſtone was burnt repeatedly in the 
ſame quantity of air. 


Air diminiſhed in bulk by candles or - brim- 
ſtone is ſpecifically lighter than common air; 


and, after the tumcs have ſubfided, an animal 
lives in it as long as in common air. It 


docs not, however, as the Count de Saluce 
maintained, recover all the properties of com- 


mon air, either from expoſure to cold or 
from compreſſion. But this end, the author 


has dilcovered, may be effected by vegetables 


growing IN it. 


The next ſubject of conſideration is inflam- | 
mable air. This the author in general obtained 
in the manner deſcribed by Mr Cavendiſh in 
the Philoſophical Tran actions. Inflammable 


air has always a ſtrong offenſive ſmell, which 


is of three kinds, according as it is procured 


from animal, vegetable, or mineral ſubſtances. 


This air, when niade by a violent efferveſ— 
cence, is much more inſlammable than when 


made by a weak one. It is not rendered leſs 
inſtlammable by animal or vegetable putrefac- 
ion, although COMMON air, tainted with pu- 

trefaction, 
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trefa&tion, extinguithes flame: Plants grow 
in in veithout deftroving its in amm abjliry N 
kills aaum. 1115 as ſuddenly as fixed air, and with 
th ſave pac: iOmena z nor is it end red leſs 
noxious by animals dying in it. Neither blad— 
ders noi corks Me capable of contining it. 


As Dr Prieftley was led, by ſome circum— 
ſtance: „ to imagine, that a mixture of fixed 
and -— Rar ablc air would make common 


air; he tried, therefore, ſeveral methods for 
producing ſuch a mixture. All of them, how- 
_ ever, prov (d ineffectual. Yet fixed and in- 
flammable air, after ſtanding together near 
three years, ſeemed in part to have affected 
each other. 
Inſlammable air is not altered from being 
expoſed to oil of vitriol or ſpirit of nitre, not- 


withſtanding the ſtrong attraction which theſe 


fluids have for phlogiſton. Mixed with the 


fumes of ſmoaking nitre, it goes off with an 


exploſion, like a mixture of half common halt 
inflammable air. 


When inflammable air was expoſcd to water 


previouſly boiled, about three-fourths of it 


were abſorbed, and the remainder was bur 


Nightly inſlammable. By long agitation with 
War-, it entirely ceaſes to be ipflammable, 
12 brco:nes 


n= WEDICHL 


becomes compatible both with animal life and 
flame; and, in proceſs of time, acquires the 
power of extinguiſhing flame, It acquires the 
| Nate of common air, when about one half of 
it, or a little more, is abſorbed. Diſtilled 
water may be made to imbibe about one four- 
teenth of its bulk of inflammable air; but no 
alteration is thence produced in the taſte of the 
water. V 
We are next preſented with ſome obſerva- 
tions reſpecting air infected with animal reſpi- 
ration or putrefaction. It is a fact, univerſally 
known, that, by the burning of candles, or by 
the breath of animals air is rendered unfit for : 
ſupporting either life or flame. Were there 
not, however, ſome proviſion in nature, by 
| which air thus vitiated is reſtored to its former 
Rate, the whole maſs of the atmoſphere would 
in time become unfit for animal life. The 
reality of fuch a proviſion may farther be in- 
ferred, from conſidering, that air is at preſent 
as fit for animal reſpiration as it ever was. Bur 
what that provifion is, no philoſopher has 
| hitherto pretended to determine. How many 
cauſes may aſſiſt in the reſtoration of air to its 
former ſtate, after it has been acted upon by life 
or flame, is a queſtion which perhaps will never 


be 
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be determined : But Dr Prieſtley imagines that 
he has diſcovered two of theſe cauſes. 
His reſcarchcs on this ſubject were chiefly 
directed by confidering thoſe circumſtances to 
uhich the atmo! here is in fact expoſed. Many 
trials thus ſuggeſted to him proved unſueceſs- 
ful. He found, that air, injured by animal 
reſpitarion; could not be reſtored to its former 
Nate by ſtanding over freſh or ſalt water; by 
the action of light; by antiſeptic effluvia; by 
the mes of fuiphur; by the effluvium of ſalt- 
perre; by heat; by rarefaction or condenſa- 
tion; or by expoſure to freſh earth. He dif- 
covered, however, from a great variety of 
experiments, that this air can be reſtored to its 
fo: ner ſtate, either by vegetables growing in 
it, which they do in a moſt luxuriant inanner, 
if they be not killed on its being firſt a; pued 
to them, or by long continued agitation with 
water. As putrid matter nouriſhes the roots 
of plants, as plants receive nouriſhment by their 
branches and leaves as well as by their roots, 
Dr Prieſtley imagines, that they abſorb from 
the air its noxious quality, and thus render it 
fit eicher for reſpiration or inflammation. He 
_ imagines allo, that water, by agitation, is in a 
_ fmilar manner capable of ablorbüng this noxious 
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matter. Fe concludes, therefore, that the 
growth of vegetables, and the 2g'tation of the 
ſca and oi lakes, are two of the great means 
em plored by nature for reſtoring to its former 


Nate that vir which has been vitiats d either by 


reſpiration or flame. 


We are next pre ſented with ſome experiments f 
on air, in which a mixture of brimſtone and 
filings of iron had Rood. B. this mixture, air 


is generally diminiſlied about one fifth or one 
fourth of the whole. In this ſtate, it is even 
lighter than common air, and is not affected by 
any future mixture. Lime water is nor 1-n- 


dered turbid by expoſure to it, and inſamma- 


ble air mixed with iti, is diminiſhed in bulk, 
but ſill retains its inſtammability. 


We are next preſented with ſome remarks 


concerning nitrous air. By this title, Dr 
Prieſtley Jiſtingoithes that air obtained trom 
iron, copper, brats, and fore other inci.ls, by 
the nitrous acid; and from gold, or reguius of 


antimony, by aqua regia, This air, mixed 
with common air, produces a remarkable di- 


minution of it, attended with a turbid red, or 


deep orange-colour, and a conſiderable heat. 


In proportion as air is rendered leſs fit for reſpi- 
ration by the [Lame of a candle, or any other 
fimilar 


m 
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fimilar cauſe, it is leſs a7. ted by nitrous air. 
It atfords, theretore, a teſt by which the purity 
of any other air may be determined. 


Inflimmable vir, when mixcd with it, burns 


with a green flame, It ſuFcrs a verv conf: er- 
able diminution from a mixture of iron-filings 


and beimſtone made into a paſte with water. 


When rhu dunminithed, it loſes its peculiar 


ſmell, asd has no other than that of common 


air; Piants dic very ſoon, both in nitrous air, 
and in common air ſaturated with it; but nei— 


ther the one nor the other differ in ſpecific 
graviry from common air. 


Nitrous air is if ſome degree miſcible with 


water, and is parts to it an acid and aſtringent 


taſte. Another fingular property which it 


poti. Jes is, that it boch Hrevents putrefaction, 
and reſtores putrid ſubſtances to ſweetneſs. 


In conſequence of this property, Dr Prieſtley 
thinks it may be applied to uſe for the 


preſervation of birds, fiſhes, and anatomical | 
Preparations. | By ſtanding long in war, it 


{ſuffers a diminution of bulk; but it may be 
kept in a bladder berter than moſt other kinds 
Air infected with the fumes of burning char- 
coal, is the next lubject of conſideration, Agr 
„ this 
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thus tointed 13 diminiſhed in bulk, and not only 


extinguiches flame, but is in the higheſt degree 


noxious to animals. It ſhews no efferveſcence 
with nitrous air; and, after a certain degree, 


it 15 incapable of any farther diminution by the 


filings of iron or brimſtone, the tumes of more 
charcoal, or any other cauſe. 


Dr Prieſtley Next conſiders the effects pro- 
* on air by cale!ination of metals, and the 
eflluvia of paint made with white-lead and oil. 


He found, that, from the calcination of tin and 
load, air was diminiſhed more than from any 


other cauſe he had before tried. Aſter a 


Certain degree, it is not farther diminiſhed by 
r:neare cal inations. In this ſtate, it is highly 


roNvmu; bur it is rendered innosent, and re— 


covers, in 4 Cieat meaſure, the > propertics of 


oO 


common air, by waſhing in water. The au- 


. thor ſutpccis, that it is diminiſiied from the 


cal 1nition of nie tals, by being charged with 


Sen being btorbed 1 by t! water. From this 


he lugge Ms i as a query, Whether plants may 


10! reſtore air dimizicd by putrefaction from 
lorbipg parc of the phlogiſton with which it 


22 


Ioaded? 


phlogiſton, and again reſtorcd from the phlo- 


„„ 
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The laſt kind of air of which Dr Prieſtley 


trents, is that procured by means of the ſpirit 
of mit. He found, that . "_ Iron, 
tin, and zinc, when diflol; ed! the marine 
acid, vickied an air whic h wy 11 * wy by 
coming in contact with water; atter which, the 
air waich remvncd vas intlammable. w ater, 
rnpregnatco with this air, has an acid taſte, 
ditlolves iron, and has even generated inſlam- 
mable air. Hence it is probable, that the 
apparent loss of clallicity is owing to part of 
the air. beine ablorbed by t the water. Fixed 
air, rde to the whale produce of the air 
from theſe metals, had no ſenſible effect upon 
it; but lime-water became white. Ihe author, 
e ſuſpects this to have ariſen from ſome. 

other circumſtance than the precipitation of 

the lime which it contained. From ſeveral 
experiments, he was led to conclude, that this 

ſubtile air did not ariſe from the copper, but 
from the ſpirit of ſalt. By introducing different 
ſubſtances to it, he found, that it deprived _ 
them of their phlogiſton, with which it unites 
in ſuch a manner as to conſtitute inflummable 
air. Hence he concludes, that inflammab le 
air univerſally confiſts of the union of ſome 
acid vapour with phlogiton, : 


This 


FC 


This paper is concluded with ſome miſcel- 
lancous obſervations; a deſcription of the ap- 
paratus with which the principal experiments 
were mie; anc an appendix, CONtatiing ſome 
experiments made by Mr Hey, which prove, 
th at there is NO vil of vicriol in water im og- 
nated with fixed air, cuaded from chalk by 
oil of vitriol. This appendix, among other 
particulars, contains the hittory of a caſe of 
putrid fever, in which fixed air, injected into 
the inteſtines by way of clyier, was attended 
with good eines. 1 


We have mentioned, in a fornier Numb. 1 
that, in conſequence of this ditfertation on ar, 
the Royal Society of London conferred on Dr 
Priefti.y their prize-medal for the year 1773. 
When that nicdal was preſented to the Doctor 
at the annivecitry-mecting of the! ſociety on the 

zoth of Noveraber, the learned Prefident of tl lat 
zuſtly celebrated inftitution delivered a diſcourſe 
on the different kinds of air, which has ſince 
been publiſhed, at the requeſt of the members. 
Inis Gifcourſe, 8 Sir John Pringle gives an 
biiforical account or all the moſt in portant dif- 

Cover: > 
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coveries that have been made concerning the 
different kinds of air; and he beſtows the 
proper tribute of applauſe on thoſe induſtrious 
philotopher to whom we are indebted for each. 
He firu relates the different particulars broug ht 
to lic it by Mr Boyle, Sir Iſaac Newton, Dr 
Halcs, Dr Seip, Dr Brownrigg, Dr Black, 
Mr Cavcndith, Mr Jane, nd Dr M' Bride. 
He then gives a view of the molt important 
experiments and concluſions with which Dr 
Prieſtley has improved this branch of philoſo— 
phy. And he concludes, with congratulating 
the illuftrious body over which he has the 
honour to preſide, on the zenl which at preſent. 
ſubſiſts among them for promoting the great 
end of their inflitution ; on the many intereſt- 
ing diſcoverie, with which , hiloſophy has lately 
been enriched; and on the high expectation of 
future improvements, which may be rcaſonab! * 
: entertaincd. 
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Gcorgio Pearſon. 3vo, E. diuburgi. 


HE dittertation now before us js confincd 

ſolely to that 5 cies of putrefaction 
Vi -hich happens to anal ſubſtances after death. 
It is divided into 1190 parts, The Bet contains 


an envmeration of the particular facts relating 
to putre faction; and the ſecond treats of its 


cauſcs. 


The particular fass are afflembled under 


three titles, phaenomena, ſepties, and antiſep- 
tics. In treating of the firſt of theſe, the au— : 
thor 88 wich a definition of putrefaction, . 
which he confiders to be a ſpecies of {ermenta- 


tion, char. cr! ec by the preſence of fetor. 
FH. relates twelve experiments, from 
* 
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IIe obſerves 5, chat his experiments contra- 


det the onen of thote who maintain, that an 


95 
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did is generated in the proceſs of putrefaction, 


erk 


8 cM ; : OS . Bo: 
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1110 h wy dedudes ſcveral intereſting conclu- 
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or that the acctous termentation neceſlarily pre- 
cceds the putrefactive. Even by the aſſiſtance 
of the moſt delicate teſt of acidity, he was not 
able to detect it in the fermentation of thoſe. 
animal matters moſt likely to afford it. Over 
the fleſh of veal, the broth of veal, and the 
broth of chicken, were ſuſpended flips of 
paper, ſtained with litmus; and theſe, though 
evidently moiſtened, preſerved their purple 
colour, although they would have turned red 


by the leaſt ima ginable portion of acid. 


2. He thinks they evidently prove the ſepa- 


ration of phlogiſton, and that it flies off even 
before putrefaction be properly begun. The 


inflammable air obtained from putrifying ſub- 
ſtances, ſimilar to that ſeparated from ſome 
metals, as proved by an experiment of the 
Hon. Mr. Cavendiſh, az the ſhining appeor-. 
ance of putrifying fleſh, ſometimes even before 


putreſaCtion appears, ſcem to the author to 
confirm his own experime nts and conclu- 
Hons. 


2, He deduces from them ſoinc obſervations 
With regard to the volatile all Kal gencrated by 


the proceſs of putrefaction. Ie yas not able 


to detect it in animal matter Putrit) »ing * open 


veſſels. Bui there he obſerves its preſencc 


W ould 
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would be fortuitous; becauſe it is only to be 
diſcoycred i in the middle ſtadium of putrefac- 
tion; and, if the heat to which the ſubſtance 
is expoſed be great, it eſcapes as faſt as it is 
generated. He therefore ſuppoſes, that his 
trials were made cither beforc this falt was 
formed, or after its eſcape. 

4. He concludes, that fermentation is not 
neceſlarily 45 with animalcula, as he 
could detect none in fleſh which he allowed to 
putrity both in open and cloſe veſſels, although 
it was carefully examined with a good micro- 
ſcope both by himſelf and another gentleman 

well killed in microſcopic obſervations. 


. He draws fome conclufions with regard 
to the proclivity of different animals to the 
proce!s of putretaction. The general reſult is, 


k 


that the fleſn of younger animals is ſomewhat 
more pronèe to putridity than that of older 
animals. Dr. Pearſon found, however, that 
the ſleſh of a chicken reliſted putridity as long 
as beck. 
On this ſubject he points out many circum- 
ſtance s which may vary the event of experiments 
in other reſyccts ſimilar. He docs not pretend 
to have wholly guarded againſt them. He only 
1 offers the above RRP Wig therefore, as near the 
| | truth; 


i 
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truth ; and he thinks it the more probable, as he 


found it to be the reſult of repeated trials. 


6. He offers ſome obſervations o:. 1 the nature 
of the air extricated by putrefactive fermenta- 


tion. As it rendered water capable of diflolving 
iron, and produced a precipitation in lime- 


water, he concludes it to be fixed air. This 
precipitation occurred even before any fetor 
could be obſerved. He concludes, therefore, 
that the tixcd, as well as the inflammable air, 


eſcapes before putrefaction. That the effects 


of the one ſhould appear ſooner than the other, 


although they be ſeparated at the ſame time, 
he aſcribes to the difference of ſpecific gravity. 


The lots of weight which putrifying ſubſtances 
ſuffer, he confiders as a farther proof of the 
ſe P 2ration of fixcd air. 
Hs obſerves, that, from his cxperime nts, 
he e not diſcover heat generated by putre- 
faction, which was alſo the caſe with Mr Baume. 


But he ſeems to be doubtful, whether heat may 


dot be generated by a large mats of putrid ants 


mal matter. And he thinks, that the hear per- 


ce d by Profeſfſor Monro on thrutling his hand 
to a dead whale, ſeems to countenance the 
opinion Of tho who think that it may. 


- He 
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He next confiders the eff. ts which different | 
ſtates of the PBS have in in eh 
ceſs of putre faction. He examines the opinions 
of different authors to find the degree of heat 
moſt favouring it; and concludes, that, when 
there is fulficient humidity to prevent dryneſs, 

ic Will Happen ſooneſt with ſolids in the degrees 
between 90 and 100, and with fluids from 100 
to 110 in Fahrenheit's feale, He obſerves, 
indecd, that the tact mentioned by Boer- 
haave, of the ſudden putrefaction of a dog, 


Killed by confine: nent in a heat of 146 de- 


grees would ſeem to contradict the above con- 
cluſion. But he thinks it probable, that this 
dog had been cxpoſed to previous cauſes of 


putrefacti fs 


Wit regard tothe dry nefs of the atmoſphere, 


he obſerves, that, as moiſture is abſolutely ne- 

ceſlary in the fermentation of animal matter, a 

dry atmoſphere, by abſtracting it, will either 
Impede, or totally ſtop the procets, 


The influence of dificrent degress of grav ity in 
the atmoſphere on putre faction does not appear 
from barometrical obſervations; but, from the 
experim ats of Dr Me Bride and Mr Boſſicu, Dr 
Pearſon ee chat a light atmoſphere will 


haſten 


1 
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haſten putre faction, and a heavy one will re- 
tard it. From the laſt mentioned author, how- 
ever, as well as from ſome other authorities, : 
it appears, that an entire excluſion of air tot ally 
prevents it. 
After theſe obſe rvations on the ſenfible quali- 
ties of the atmoſ phere, the author next confiders 
the influence of impregnations; and firſt he 
treats of the efſluvia of cities. He obſerves, that 
putrefaction is more rapid in large towns than | 
in the country; but he does not pretend to de- 
termine the nature of the ſeptic etfluyia. On the 
contrarv, he conſiders it as an event, which, 
from reaſoning, we ſhould little expect. 

As another cauſe of putridity with which the 
atmoſphere may be impregnated, he mentions 
miaſmata. That theſe do at times ſhew very 
ſeptic effects upon animal ſubſtances, is, he 
thinks, proved trom a fact related by Henac. 

He oblerves, that the effects of electric efflu- 
via upon putrefaction, are not determined. 
But, as the electric fluid has been ſuppoſed 
to contain the volatile vitriolic acid, joined 
to the principle of inflammability; and, as 
the volatile vitriolic acid by itſelf is a ſtrong 
_ antiſeptic, he thinks it probable, that the elec- 
tric fluid may hkewiſe poſſeſs the ſame pro- 

Vor. II. 11 perty. 
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perty. But this reatoning, he obſerves, can— 
not be truſted to; as there are ſome facts, al- 


though ambiguous ones indeed, which lead to 
a contrary concluſion. 


Dr Pearſon finiſhes his account of the phæ⸗ 


nonicna of purretaction, with mentioning the 


effect of wind. A briſk wind, by diſhpating the 
ſeptic vapours from putrid ſubſtances, retards 
putrefact! on; while a calm, by ſuffering them 


to be accurnulated „haſtens the proceſs. With 
regard to the points from which the winds 
blow, he cites a fingle obſervation to prove, 
that putrefaction proceeds more rapidly with 


the wind from the ſouth than from the 


north. 


In treating of the title ſepties, he enumerates 


cight ſubſtances which have been ſuppoſed to 
promote putrefaction. Theſe are ſea- ſalt in a 


ſmall quantity; bitter purging ſalt; calcareous 


earth; magncſia; human cfiluvia, even when 


the body is in a healthy ftate; putrid animal 
ſubſtances; quick lime in aſmall quantity; and 


fermenting beer. 


Under human efluvia, he comprehends the 
pulmonary and cuticular perſpiration or ſweat, 


The ſeptic effects of the former he confirms by 


an 
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an experiment. i ic has give Tn fer! 77 nting ber 
2x place under this title, upon the authority of 


Boiſſicu, alt bough, from two diilerent trials, he 


found it to be a very powerful antiteptic. 


Under the title of antiſeptics, the author has 


arranged the ſubſtances waich have been ſup— 


poted to poſſeſs that po wer, into claſſes and or- 


ders. He refers them to two general heads, 
1. Antiſe ptica putredinem probibent 4 et impe- 
dientia. II. Antiſeptica putredinem corrigentia 
- et ab ca reſtituentia. 


Among the antiſeptica prokide ntia et impedi- 


entia, he enumerates water impregnated with 
fixed air, and ſulphurcous vapours. He rclates 
ſome experiments, which prove that they poſſeſs 


this power. Fixed air is well known to be a 
ſweetner of putrid ſubſtances; but he obſerves, 


that he has met with no facts wich prove that 


it is capable of preventing putretaction. The 
power of fulphurcous yapours in bohibitia the 


vinous fermentation, are very generally known ; 


and, from the experiment; hoe related, the 
author ſhews, that this extends allo 0 to the pus 
trefactive. 


After this account of the facts relpecting pu- 


trefaction, the author next proceeds to treat of 


K 2 | its 
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its cauſes. Theſe he divides into the efficicns 


and final. From a view of the facts, we learn, 


that without a certain degree of heat, atmoſ- 


phcric air, and humidity, no putrefaction can 


take place. Theſe, therefore, he conſiders as 


the efficient cauſes. But, altho' the preſence of 


each of theſe be abſolutely neceſſary, yet, he ob- 
ſerves, that, when all of them occur, putrefac- 


tion does not immediately follow. He thinks, 


therefore, that, in ſtrick language, they ought | 


not to be termed caulcs. 
Concerning the proximate cauſe of pv tre- 
faction, the Aber does not pretend even to 


conjecture. He obſerves, that reaſoning from a- 


nalogy, by conſidering the effects of the efficient 
cauſes onother Lodics, will not explain the phe- 
nomena of this ſermentation. They are indeed 
capable of occaſioning a diſſolution of bodies, 


by inducing fluidity, rare faction, diminution of 


cohefion, and vapour: But, in theſe caſes, th 


effects are always proportioned to the power and 


degreeof the cauſes, which by nomeans holds in 
fermentation. Beides, in the putrefactive fer- 


mentation, there appears to be a new combina- 


tion, as well as a ſeparation. In the other caſes, 
there takes place merely a ſeparation; and by the 
| parts 
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parts being again combine d, a freſh cnenpound, 
nmilar to the former, may be produced, 


The author next attempts to explain ſome of 
the phænomena preceding putrefaction, The 
ſoftnets, increaic of bulk, and : 2p mearance of 
air babbles he aſcribes to the aerial particles in 
a ſtate of aggregation being removed from cach 
other beyond their ſpheres of attraction, and 
then exerting a repulſive porer. Ile obſerves, 
that the power of cohefion in animal matter 
has been referred to earth, f fed air, and phlo- 
giſton: Bur he refuſes ich a power in any 
one of the principles of the compound, all 
being abſolutely neceſſary ; and, when any one 
is taken away the whole is deſtroyed. Earth, 
he imagines, cannot be conſidered as the cauſe 
of coheſion; becauſe, were this the cafe, the 
whole world would be covered with carcaſſes, 
and no change of combination could ever 
take place. To the ſuppoſition that fixed 
air is the univerſal vinculun of matter, he oh- 
jects, that the moſt cohering bodies in nature 
have not the leaft particle of it in their compoſi- 
tion; beſides this, it eſcapes betore putrefaction 
appears. But, even ſuppoſing its eſcape to be co- 
exiſtent with putrefaction, yet ſtill nocx planation 
of the action of ſeptics or antiſehties can from 
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thence he draun. 


that th. power of fixed air 1 


a weighty argument in favour of this opinion: 
But he obſersves, 


from us introduction merely as fix air inte the 


Putriq lubſtan . Were this the caſe, the pro— 
ceſs of putretuction could never proceed molt 
rapidly in cloſe veſſels, where the i1x.u air is 


conſine d. 


author, to prevent putrefaction, or to coir. c 


putrid ſubſtances, in the manner wl:ich ſome 
_ have ſuppoſed. This has been imagined to de- 
pend upon its ſurrounding the body, which is 


about to putrify, with ſuch an atmoſphere as is 
unfir for carrying off the principle, upon the 
eſc: ave of which putret .ction depends. Lo this, 


however, the fact mentioned above, the ſwift 


progrels of putretaciion in cloſe veſſels, occurs 
as an unſormountable ol bjcction: For, were this 


hy pothieſis true, in {uch a ſizuation, putre faction 
" COL! 1c Lever Lake place. | 


He obſerves, that moſt of the arguments | 


brown 


imagine that putretuCtion depends upon the 
eſcape of phloglton, 


He acknowledges, however, 
in rehoring putrid 
 ſubſt.inues to a ate of firmneſs and ſweetneſe, is 


that theſe effects cannot ariſe 


Nor does it ſcem, according o our 


ght again the two jormer opinions, are 
equally trongagant thehy potheſis of thoſe who 


* 
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In the laſt place, ue ers lome objections a- 


Tank the opinion which tuppoſes pucre faction 


to be entirely the win k ot anime da. He con- 


ſiders that opinion as mare probavle, which ſup— 


POles, nad! putrid matters are proper NUNS tor 


theſe animalcula. 1%, Becauſe pu ridny often 


happens when no znimalcula appear. 24, 
Beæcauſe they can o be diſcover. d sei an ob- 
V1iOU> ictor, 3%), Becauf the degree ot fetor 


is never proporttoned to the number ot animal 


cula. And, ½ ./, Bech ue, although animalcula 


in gencral appear during puiretaction in the 
lum er months, ver their pretence is always 


fortuitous. 


The author concludes this difl-rtation with 


obi. cving, that, f.om attending to the order of 


na: ure with regard to anima and vegetable life, 
the nal cave of the putrefactive ferment ion 
app-irs ro be the retolution of animated 197ms 


after death, in order to give birth to a new 
ſucceſſion. 
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- Ob# TOation Pun bir putr 1 vermineuſe epi- 
denique, 941  afftig. , te Peuple de la ville. Ar- 
bois en Hane Conte pendant Pannee 1766; 


bur M. Bonn-vault, medecia de P bopital de 


: 2 ville. Vid. Recueil d Obſervations de Me- 
- deetne des Lopil gun AL litaires, Fait et redive 
Par MI. Kichuid de Hanteſſeret, Ecuyer, Che- 
valier de Þ Grere de St Michel, aucien Premier 
 Dedecin des vajups ct armees du Roi, Inſpecteus 
geacral des Hopitanx Militaires de France, Se. 
Tome 2. to, Faris. 


M of our readers are, we preſume, 


no firavgers to the nature of the work 
from vhich this, and {ome of the following ar- 
ticles, are extracted. A medical correſpondence 


is cttabliiheu by royal authority among the 


military hoſpitals through the kingdom of 
France; and it is mended; that the practi- 


cal obſervations thus collected, ſhall from 


time to time be comn nunicated to the public. 


The ſfirſt volume of this collection appeared f 


in the year 1766, and we are now favoured 


with 


. 


* 
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with a ſecond. Without attempting any ge— 


ncral abridgement of ſo large a work, we ſhall 


preſent our readers with an account of ſome of 


the moſt intereſting particulars; thoſe eſpecially 


which recommend modes of alter 1 Wan ge- 


ncrally unKnown, or little tollowed, 


In the article now before us we are preſented To 
with the account of an epidemic fever, which 
not only raged verv generally, but proved alſo 


very mortal, about the town of Arbois, in the 

year 1766. The winter preceeding had been 

remarkable for exceſſive cold, and the ſpring 
for long continued rains, by means of which 

the peaſants, who are the chief inhabitants of 


the town, could not exerciſe their uſual labours. 


Theſe circumſtances, our author imagines, laid 
the foundation for this epideinic, which com- 


menced about the middle of June. 

The diſeaſe uſually began with pain in the 
head, proſtration of ſtrength, and total loſs of 
appetite. Theſe were ſucceeded by every other 


febrile ſymptom, and were in general accompani- 
ed with delirium, deafneſs, and lethargy. They 
were likewiſe frequently conjoined with diarr- 


hœa, which was commonly attended with a diſ- 


charge of worms. To theſe ſymptoms were of- 
ten luperadded 12 25 ſpots, or gangrenous eſ- 


chars. 


Ki at theic 


„ 


Chars. Vane favourable crifis took place, it 
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att; ac! C Q Reit hei 1 O14 be ople Or 11:tants J The au— 
thor is of opinion, thar this is probably to be 


aſcribed to the prevalence of acid in the 1 ame 


periods of lite. J hoſe inhabitants 


likewiie who tudied neatnots in their dreſs and 


houlſ.s, were but little affected with it. 

Unon the didection of thoſe who died of this 
diſcaſe with violent delirium, the meinbranes of 
the brain ere in gen ral found upon the ſtretch. 
And in thoſe affected with low delitium, mor— 
tifications were commonly found in the abdo- 


1 1 the cure of this fever, after bleeding ſuch 


as were of plerhoric and robuſt habits, the au- 


Thor aduviied cine ies to be repeated as circum- 


* 5 „ 
ſtances required, Fe hxewile orcered acuu- 
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lated drinks to be ut = liberally. And, in cales 

1 ' FTT 
wheretnere was a lech « "FIC tente nes «HC 4. COM 


ricnded the oppliention of bltvers, With a view 


of ta ilitat- ng the diſch arge by the beliv, he 
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emploved 1 0 coo of tamarinds and ſmall 
oO uz calomel, 11med with ipecacuanha. But 
the r. medy which of ail others he found moſt. 
ſuccc vi ul for abaring the violence, and fſhort- 
enivo n duration of tac look nets, and at the 
fe tine for obs ing the progrets of putre- 
ſaction, an' acting as :ordidl to the patient, 
was camphorared vin r. By theſe remedies, 
tac violence of this dicale, he affirms, was 
much abated, Ar longth, by the return of good 
wenther, an e tire ftiop was put to it, after it 
had pre vailed for more thin eight mo aths, and 
3 d above three hundred perſons in the 

town and neighbourhood of Arbois. 
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De Alb mate inveterato Scabic ſupervenicate ſarato, 
a I. Bonifax Noſocomiorum Medico in Urbe 
Bellica in Bugeſia. Vid. Recueil d' Obſervatin:: 
de Medicine des Hopitaux Militaires, par NI. 
| Richard de Hani gisch, Ecuyer, &c. Tome 
2. to, Paris. 5 


"HE caſe now before us was attended 

with ſuch ſymptoms as induced the au- 

thor to derive from it ſeveral very important 
concluſions. With theſe we ſhall here preſent. 
our readers, firſt premiſing ſuch a view of the 
hiftory as may enable them to judge how far 
they are well tounded. 
A corpulent man, of a | ſanguine tempera- 

ment, had for thirty years "Bl affected witt: 
aſthma. The fits returned upon him at inter- 
vals, eſpecially during the prevalence of vcit- 
erly winds, and in dry warm weather. In the 


beginning of the paroxyſm, his breathing be- 9 
3 cam laborious, and was attended with a hiſ- 
| ſing noiſe, and dry cough. Upon this he was 
obliged to fit in an erect poſture, and to breathe 
with 


* | | I 
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IF | 
with his mouth open. He could, at the fame 
time, ſwallow nothing without the utmoſt dif- 


ficulty. After in vain en a great variety 
of medicines for this com! Dent, he could find 
no other remedy which ever abated his ly mp- 


toms, but riding on horſeback, 


While his co! aplaints were in this ſtate, be 
was infected with the itch. As the eruption 
extended iticli, his breathing became every 


day more caſy; and from the time that the 


contagion took place, he had never any return 


of an afthm.:ic paroxvſin., Some time after, 
he applied to Mr Bonifax for the cure of his 


itch ; buc he endeavoured to perſuade him, 
that the effect of this would Ve a reneival of his 


aſthma. Not fat; fied with his advice, how- 
ever. he wi nt for ſome days ſucceſiively into the 
cold bath, the coricqueutze of which was the 
rep u of nis crap: on. From this time he 


began to be much > ever affected with the 


difficulty of breathing, and ſoon after a moſt 
violent aſthmatic paroxy ſm followed. From this 
he was, with conficerabledithc ulty, relicved, by 
bleeding, genue purgatives, and laxative injec- 
tions. But, within the ſpace of a month, he had 
«wo other aſthinatie fits. Our author, therefore, 
adviſed him to have recourteto his former cure, 


by 


4 _— Sc Ing 3 th 


{calding 


inflaming about the bafe, 
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by ufing the bed-clothes of gn infected with 


the itch. Some days after, the eruption ap- 
peared, upon which he was again perfectly de- 
livered from his atk ma. . bbb 
While in this ſtate, he took a purgative once 
2 month, u lived upon milk-dict; by means uf 
wich the itch was ſomewhat mitig 1 But, 
ſome months after, two puſules, filled with 


limpid water, fimilar to thoſe occaſioned hy 


g, appcarcd upon his ſkin, accompanied 


with ſever. For four or five days, the fever 
Was gradually increated, and the PT, after 


ratoria urticaria; and he t:catcd it with diluents 


and low dict. About the fiftcentl day alter 


the eruption of theſe puſtules, they tcl} of, 


being by that time formed into dry cruſts. The 


patient was now entirely free from fever, his 


itch had diſappeared, and he continued to 
enjoy the ſame freedom from nem as be fore. 
But, as long as he lived, he was always once 
or twice every year affected with this lebris 
depuratoria urticaria, which uniformly termi- 
nated in the manner already deſcribed. At 
length, in the ſeventy-ſeventh year of his age, 


he died of a fit of apoplexy. 


From 


4 


2. converted into 
pus. This our author termed the febris depr- 
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From this cale, the author deduœcs the follow- 
ing concluſions : ½, That riding is of grcat 
ſervice to aſthmatic patients. '24/y, That onc 
diſeaſe may be cured by another f CHErVening 3 
in which cate, nothing can b» more imprudent 
than the removal of the laſt diicaſe, if it be at 
all tolecrable. Zdiy, That, it the ſupervening 
. dilcate be imprud«æ nily cured, for the relief ot 
the patient, it will frequently be neceflary to in- 
duce it ancw, if ſuch a meaſure be poilible. 
And, lay, that the cure of the ditcaſe, thus 
renewed, is either to be lett to nature alone, or 
io be treated by regimen only, and not by 
medlicines. 7 
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VI. 


Ilhdropiſie bilieuſe et purulente, guerie far M. Bou- 


cher, Medecin de Romaus ea Dauphin“. Vid. 

Recueil dOvjervations de Medicine des Hopitansx | 
Alilitaires, par M. Richard de Hauteji erck, 
Ecuyer, Ec. Ten 2. 4to, n. 


N the 5th of May 1764, Mr Boucher was 
called to a girl about twenty years of 


age, affected with cvident ſymptoms of hepa- 
titis. For this he ordered repeated bleedings 


at the arm, fomentations to the part, emollient 
clyſters, and, with a view of relieving the pain, 


narcotic draughts. By the fourth day, her 


pain was lo much abated, that ſhe was ſenſible 
of it only upon motion. But there was now diſ- 


covered an evident enlargement of the right hy- 
pochondrium, immediately below the falſe ribs, 
Purgatives, which were employed with a view 
of diminiſhing this ſelling, although flight, 
brought back the pain. After uſing ſome other 
remedies, without effect, a puncture was , 
propoſed, which was performed on the 1oth 
of Junc. By means of it, twenty pounds of a 


thick 


8 
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thick matter, ſo yellow coloured, that it tinged 


every thing which touched it, were diſcharged. 
Four days after, a ſecond puncture was made, 


which diſcharged above thirty pounds. The 


operation was repeated a third time on the 25th 


of June, and nearly the ſame quantity as before 


was drawn off, After this, ſhe continued pretty 
free from complaints for a conſiderable time, 
altho' the ſwelling and fluctuation of her belly 


never left her entirely. 


On the firſt of April the year following, her 


acute pains returned anew, and her belly ſwelled 


to ſuch a degree, that it became again neceſſary 
to have recourſe to puncture. At this time, near 


forty pints of matter were drawn off, which had 
preciſely the ſame appearance with that dif- 
charged the ycar before. The day after, a hard 


and painful tumour was diſcovered below the 
falſe ribs : it was about two inches in breadth, 
and fix in length. Her inferior extremities 
were now much ſwelled, and the ſuperior great- 
ly emaciated. Her appetite was deſtroyed, her 


ſtrength diminiſhed, hermenſes ſuppreſſed, and 
her pulſe ſmall, hard, and frequent. 


The puncture was repeated on the 29th of 
May , and produced a diſcharge very ſimilar to 


rhe former. It was again repeated on the 26th 


Vor. II. = bs *: oat 
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of June; but the liquor diſcharged was not 
then uniformly ycliow, as it had been former- 
ly. Matters of a white colour, and, to ap- 


- Rs, . were now obſerved ſwim- 


On the 26th of July, the puncture was re- 
5 pearcd tor the ſeventh time. By this opera- 


tion, there was diſch arged a prodigious quan- 


tity both ot pus and bilious matter, which did 


not (cem to be mixed together, but appeared 


perfectly ſeparate and diſtinct. They emitted 


: an odour unſupportably fetid. 


Some days after this operation, there aroſe a 


tun our on ihe umb ical region, which gradu— 


ally enlarged, and at length, broke on the 25th 


of Auguſt. It diſcharged a great quantity of 
matter ſimilar to that which had formerly becn 


brought away by the punctures. This kind of 
matter continued to ouzè out from it, till about 
the end of October. The ulcer then began 


to cicatrize, and was ſoon after compleatly 


| healed. 
About the end of December, the was 1 


with an itchy eruption all over the ſurface of 
her body; her ſkin every where peeled off; her 
nails, which had become horny, were replaced 
by new ones; her countenance recovered its 
natural 


2 
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natural colour ; ker appetite returned; ſier 


menſes appeared again, and continu d regular; 
in fine, ſhe perfectly regained her former health 
and vigour. It is re markable, tha”, during the 
whole courſe of this complaint, ne! ther the eyes 
nor urine ever appeared to have the lat yellow 
tinge. From this caſe, Mr Boucher infers, 
that a recovery to ſurpriſing ought to encou- 
rage phy ſicians to imitate, afift, all compleat 
the cttorts of 1 nature. 


VIII. 


De! PH yur opifie. Esels que prod: ent les Pilules 
toniques de M. Bacher dans, cette Maladie, et 
leur compoſition. Par M. Richard de Hurnteſi- 
erck. Vid. Recueil des Obſervations de Medicine 
des Hopitaux Militaires, Tome 2. 4to, Paris. 


F all the remedies hitherto propoſed for 

' dropſy, no one s vet been diſcovered. 
which from experience has been found attended 
with ſucceſs uniformly certain Some of them, 
by occaſioning a ſudden and copious diſcharge, 
produce an alleviation of mptoms, expeditious : 
indeed, but temporary oaly. Others, alnough 
L 2 certain 


F 


certain in their operation, are vet fo flow, that 
urgent ſymptoms will frequently cut off the pa- 
tient before their effect be produced. And, a 
third fer, while they remove ſome ſymptoms, 
at thc ſame time aggravate others in ſuch a 
manner, as to render the diſcaſe perfectly incu- 
rable. Hence, a remedy in its nature efſe ctual, 
and at the ſame time, free from all thoſe incon- 
veniences, would unqueſtionably be a great 
acquiſirion to the medical art. Such a reme- 
dy, we are here told, is to be found | in the pills 
of Mr Bacher. 
This cure for dropſy, a keoe a ſecret, 
has, for ſome time, had great reputation in 
France, It has been tried, by order of the court, 
in the inilitary hoſpitals, and is now publiſhed 
in the preſent work. Before mentioning the 
method of preparing Mr Bacher's pills, Mr 
Richard preſents us with ſome &bſervations on 
the nature of Dropſy, and on the remedies 
generally emplo: ed for the cure of it. 
The moſt important of theſe remarks rel pect 
the uſe of liquids in dropſy. Natwithſtanding 
the urgent thirſt in the dropſy, it has hitherto 
been the practice to recommend, that 1:quids 
ſhould be uſed as ſparingly as poſſible. On the 
Contrary, great partof the ſucceſs of Mr Bacher's 
remedy 
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remedy is alledged to depend upon the abun- 
dant uſe of mild liquids. We are not only told 
that Mr Bacher's tonic pills are dangerous 


without the free uſe of liquids, but that drop- 


ſical patients ſhould, in every caſe, be enjoined 

to drink plentifully, upon whatever principle 
a cure is attempted. This doctrine Mr 
Richard aſſures us, is eſtabliſhed by incontro. 
vertible facts; and he conſiders it as a diſcovery | 


for which Mr Bacher is as well entitled to the 
thanks of the public as tor the 1 invention of his 


tonic pills. 


Mr Bacher's pills are compoſed of an extract 
of hellebore, a ſolution of myrrh, and powder 
of Carduus Benedictus. The extract is pre- 
pared from the Helleborus niger foliis anguſtioribus 
of Tournefort, and is directed to be made in the 
following manner: Take any quantity of the 
dried roots of the hellebore, gently bruiſed, put 
it into an earthern or glaſs veſſel, pour upon it as 
much ſpirit of wine as will moiſten the whole; 
let this ſpirit of wine be impregnated with ve- _ 

getable alkali, one part of alkali being added to 

nine of ſpirit. Let the root remain in this ſitu- 
ation for twelve hours, ſtirring; it two or three 
times at proper intervals. After this, add to it a 
freſh quantity of the ſpirit, treating it in the ſame 


1 manner 
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manner as before. Then pour upon it as much 
good Rheniſh wine as will tan! about fix inches 
over it. As thc e abſorb a confieler able pro- 

portion of wn, let re quent addons be made 


ſo as to hes he liquor | for y hours 


about the fawe height. The materials being 
thus preparcd, ict the whole be placed upon 
the fire, boiled for halt an hour, and then 
frrained off, by the affiſtance of violent ex- 

preflion. Ler the fame proceſs be again re- 
peared, with the root remaining after the ex- 
preſſion. After this, the infipid woody reſi- 
duum may be thrown aw ay. Mix the liquors 
obtained at boch expreifions, and add to the 
whole twice the quantiiy of boiling water. Let 
it then be evaporated over the fire in a broad 
ſilver veſſel, till it acquire the conſiſtence of a 
ſyrup. Add to it again about twice the quan- 
tity of boil ng water, and cvaporate as before. : 
Then add about the niath part of the ſpirit of 
wine, and evaporite the wnole tothe conſiſtence 
of turpentine. The extract thus prepared, 
according to Mr Bacher, polleſſes the active 
qualities of the hellebore, While at the ſame 
time, it is freed from all the vola tile, nauſeous, 
and acrid particles. 

The ſolution of myrrh is 8 in the fol- 


low! INg Manner ; Let my quantity of i, groſly 
pow dercd, 
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pow dered, be diſſolv ed, in water over a gentle 
fire, then kr ain it through 1 linen-cloth, and af- 
terwards evaporate over a gen le fire, conſtancly 
ſtirring i it, till it acquire the confiſtence of a thin : 
extract. ; 


Theonly preparation nece fary forthe carduus 
| ben«dictus conſiſts in reducing to a powder the : 
leaves a: the plant, gathered before it arrives 
at ſe-!, and in paſling chis powder through a 
: ſilk ſcarce. . 


The formula which Mr Bacher gives for his 

pills is as follows: 
R. Extract. noſtr. nellebor. 

Mirrhe ſolutæ aa Zi. : 

Card. bened. pulveris. 3iii. Ji. M. 

F. s. a. maſſa Ae ſicco exſiccanda, donec formandis 

pitulis ap.a fit. ſingul. ad gran. ſemiſs. | 


Since the year 1731, Mr Bacher ſenior has 
employed theſe pills with great ſucceſs. In 1772, 
| hc gave the receipt to the Marquis de Montey- 

na , the miniſter at war, by whoſe orders his 

remedy has been tried in the military hoſpitals. 

And Mr Richard has here collected 1bove twen- 

ty caſes, recorded by different phyficians, who 

tried the pills there; in all which they were 
attended with remarkable ſucceſs, even when 

L 4 every 
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every ſymptom ſeemed to portend the greateft 
danger. They have been given to the extent 
of thirty for a doſe, taken in three portions 


of ten cach, at the diſtance of an hour between 


every portion. The quantity taken, however, 


muſt be regulated by the effect they produce, 


which is a very copious evacuation, both by 
fool and urine. It is alledged, that they will 
at the ſame time ſerve to brace up and 


ſtrengthen the ſolids. Hence, they are pro- 
hibited in all thoſe caſes in which dropſy is com- 


| plicated with a tenſe fibre, or inflammatory 
diathefis. They are alſo forbid where there is 
any ſuſpicion of internal ſuppuration, or incipi- 
ent gangrene. They muſt alſo, we are told, be 
uſed with great caution in warm climates; as in 


ſuch afituation, they have a tendency to produce 
too violent a diſcharge. But in all caſes of 
dropſy attended with relaxation, this remedy, 
the baſis of which was ſo effectual in the hands 
of Hippocratcs, may, we are aſſured, be uſed 


with the greateſt ſucceſs. And Mr Richard 


concludes with obſerving, that it gives him fin- 


| gular ſatisfaction to make public, by order of 


the miniſter, a remedy ſo powerful for the 
removal of one of the moſt obſtinate and moſt 


common diſeaſes with which mankind are af- 
flicted. 
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IX. 


Depsr critique au Foie gueri par ouvertare. Par 
M. Michel, CHirurgien- major du regiment d En- 
gien. Vid. Recueil des Obſervations de Medecine 
des Topitaux Militaires, Par M. Richard de 
Hautefierck, Ecuyer, Sc. Tome 2d. 4to, Paris. 


| A N elderly man, after a bilicus fever, felt a 
| A pain in the right hypochondrium, which 
he bore for ſome days with very little inconveni- 
ence. Mr Michel was at this time conſulted. 
Upon touching the region of the liver, he was 
ſenſible of uncommon reſiſtance, and the patient 
at the ſame time felt an acute pain. He was 
beſides this, affected with fever and ſlight 
| ſweatings. The author conſidered this caſe to 
be an incipient ſuppuration of the liver, and or- 
dered the application of emollient cataplaſins. 
The day following, the pain was augmented, and 
a conſiderable tumour could be diſcovered. 
Soon after, fluctuation could be ſenſibly felt. 
pon this, an opening was made into it, and a 
very confiderable quantity of purulent brown = 
coloured matter was diſcharged. A finger was 
on e introduced 
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introduced into the abſceis, which extended to 
the depth of abou an inch and a nali into the 


liver. The wound being much ſtuffed by the 
dreſſings, a bilious vomiting enſued; which, 
however, ccaſed, as loon as the dreſſings were 
caſed. But this was the only inconvenience he 
felt; and hc was ſoon radicaily cured. At the 
end of two years, tae author faw him in per- 


| fect health. 


Des Dragces, ou Pilules de M. Keyſer. Par M. 


Richard de Hauteſierch. Vid. Recueil des Obſer- 
vations de Medicin? des Hop tavx Militaires. 


Tome 2. 4to, Paris. 


LE W medicines, while kept ſecret, have a- 
 wakened the attention of the public in a 


higher degree than Mr Key ſer's pills. And tucre 
are few, concerning the compoſition of which, 
a greater number of conjectures have been 
riſked. The preſcription, however, was long 
fince depoſited in the hands of the French 


government, upon condition that it ſhould not 
be publiſhed till the death of the author. That 
event has now taken place; and Mr Richard, 
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by order of the miniſter, here relates the whole 
preceſs, in the words of the ger himſelf. 


The account with * nich we are preſented, 
for the preparation of cheſe pills, deſcribes fix 
different operations. 


The firſt, and what, : according to Mr Keyſer, 
is the moſt eſſenti ad operation, conſiſts in ſepa- 
rating the mercury very exsctly from all hetero- 
geneous matter, by reducing it to an acthiops. 
This is effected by means of an hydraulic 
machine, a plan of which Mr ey ſer intended 
to have given to government before his death: 
But, although he did not live to accompliſh his 
reſolution, his family fill offer to do it when 
defired. According to the deſcription which is 
here given, this machine conſiſts of a number of 
_ buckets, in which mercury 1s triturated with 

water, till the water acquire a black colour. 
This water, upon ſtanding, depoſites a ſediment, 
which being dried by a Proper _ is * 
acthiops required. 


Ihe ſecond proceſs conſiſts in revivifying the 
mercury by diſtillation, in frecing it from all oily 
matters by means of quick- lime; in detach- 
ing this quick- lime by repeated waſhings ; and 
afterwards, in dry: ing it by means of a ſand 
heat. „ 
The 
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The third operation conſiſts in the reduRtion 


of the mercury purified by this proceſs to a rcd 
calx, by means of heat. In conducting this 
operation, Mr Keyſer adviſes, that the mercury 
be pur into glaſs matrafles, a ſmall! quantity 
only in each. For the proper degree of heat, 
| he direQts thoſe who would practiſe the opera- 
tion, to conſult Lemery and other chemiſts. 


The fourth operation is, the diſſolution of the 
calcined mercury, obtained by the former pro- 
ceſs, in diſtilled vinegar, by means of triture. A 


pound of this mercury may be diſſolved in eight 


pints of vinegar, by rubbing it, for an hour or 
two, in a mortar, which ſhould be kept ſolely 
for that purpoſe. Care muſt alſo be taken that 


the vinegar be not diſtilled in a metallic, but in 
a glaſs veſſel. 


The ſifth proceſs conſiſts in the intimate mix- 


ture of this vinegar, impregnated with mercury, 


with manna. Each pound of the vinegar, con- 


taining FEGR two ounces of mercury, will 


require two pounds of manna. They muſt be 


rubbcd together upon marble ſtones, till thev 


acquire a uniform conſiſtence, which will be li- 


aduid to ſuch a degree as to paſs through a hair- 


cloth, for ſeparating the impurities of the manne. 
After 
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After being manag in this manner, it muſt 
be ſprcad upon a a mai bl - lab, und left to dry 
there, without che aiſiſtance of tire, till it acquires 
ſuch a confiſt-nce as not to run off upon the 
table being turned to irs file. It muſt then be 
placed before the fire, and at the ſame time 
moved from one part of the ſtonc to another, 
by mransof a knife, furniſhed witha large plant | 
blade. By this means, it is perfectly prepared 
wr forming the pulls. 


The fixth and laſt procets confifts in the for- 


maczon of the wers thus prepared into pills. 
Theſe Mr K: er 1 to weigh either threc 


grains, or a gain and « halt, the firſt for robuſt, 
the laſt for delicate conſtitutions. 

To this account given fur the preparation of 
thele pills, Mr Keyſer has added lome reflections, 
by way of ſupplement. He obſerves, that, by 
the purttica.onot the mercury from diſtillation, 
a great quantity of heterogeneous matter is 

ſeparated from it. This, how ever, by no means 
frees it complcatly from all foreign matter. 
And, as mercury purified, upon being calcined 
and diffolved in vegetable acid, 1s a much 
more powerful medicine than mercury calcined. 
without purification, he concludes, that repeated 
purifications would render it ſtill more active. 

Another 
4 
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Another remark which he gives, reſpectsthe 
diſſolutiun of the mercurius calcinatus in 
the diſtilled vinegar. He obſerves, that the 
mercury thus diffolved, may be mie to unnc 


with running mercury, and to form a very 


ſingular product. He tormerly mentioned, 


that a pound of this mercurius calcinwus was 


- 


to be diffolved in eight pints of vil gar. If 
to this be added two pounds of running mer— 


cury, and the agitation continued, a ſubſtanco 
will ariſe to the ſurface in the form of cream. 
This being removed by the aſſiſtance of 2 


wooden ſpoon, more will continue to riſe as 
long as the agitation is continued. The cream 
being dried, and incorporated with manna, in 
the proportion of one part of the cream to 
eight of manna, forms a very uſeful purgative, 
and is ſaid to be an effectual remedy againſt 
recent venereal complaints, particularly againſt 
chancers. 


Mr Richard concludes his account of Keyſer 8 


pills with obſerving, that he conſiders it to be, 


vu ithout exception, the moſt effectual remedy for 
the venereal diſeaſe hitherto diſcovered. But, 
before entering upon the detail, he remarks, 
that it is his opinion the proceſs may be much 
FT 8 abridged, 
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abridged, without (!:;mining the efficacy of 
the medicine. H judged it proper, however, 
to deliver to the pub the method of preparing 


the pills in Mr Key ſer's own words; and he 
has not afterwards pointed cut the improvements Y 


he propoſes. This, therctore, is a ſubject upon 


which chymiſts mav exert their ingenuity, and 
probably with advantage to the public, 


— — - 
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Aa Account of {ve Operation for the Aneuriſm 
being perjormed upon the Femoral Artery, 
with Succeſs, by Mr Charles Leſlie Surgeen 
at Cork, Communicated to Dr Monro. 


\ Young man about fourteen years of age, 
4 A plunged a pen-knife about three inches 
long into the infide of his thigh, where the femo- 

ral artery begins to make its curve to form the 
poplitea. The blood, at firſt, flowed with great 
violence; but, from the ſmallneſs of the wound, 


as the blade of the pen-knite was very narrow, 
it quickly inſinuated itſelf into the cellular 
membrane all around. From the preſſure made 
by his companions who were preſent, it ſoon 
became grumous, and compleatly corked up the 
5 5 orifice. 
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orifice. At this time he was twelve miles from 
any proper aid, and was under the direction oi 
an apothecary, who, ignorant of what had hap- 

pened within, treated it for ten days as a ſuper- 
ficial wound. But, being alarmed by its not 
healing, and obſerving a pulſation in the part, 
he brought him to the town of Cork, and put 


him under the care of Mr Dacut, an ingenious 


man in his profeſſion. He, ſuſpecting the miſ- 
chief, called for my aſſiſtance ; and, upon exa- 
mination, there remained no doubt of its being 
an ancuriſm. | 

I recommended that the operation ſhould be 
immediately performed. But the parents, who 
ſtrongly objected to the cruelty of ſuch a cure, 
in a caſe, which, to them, ſeemed trifling, put it 
off from day to day for three weeks. During 
all this time, I repeatedly affirmed, that the coa- 
gulated blood, which then acted the part of a 
cork, would ſoon diſengage itſelf, and that he 
might loſe his life for want of timely aſſiſtance. 
The event proved the truth of my prognoſtic. 
For about the end of the third weck after I ſaw 
him, as he was dreſſing the ſore, the clot of 
grumous blood flew out with violence, and the 
blood from the artery almoſt reached the top of 
the bed in which he lay. As he had been directed 
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to kecp a tourniquet upon the leg, to guard 


againſt ſuch an accident, it was immediately 


tightened, and the flux of blood by that means 


ſtopped. 


_ Every help was now called for; and it was 


| the general opinion that the limb ſhould be am- 
putated, without expoſing his life to any farther 


hazard. I ſtrongly objected to this ſtep, till 


cvery other means of taking up the artery had 
failed. From my being the propoſer of ſuch 


a trial, it fell to my lot to go through the ope- 


ration. I could not promiſe ſucceſs; but as 1 


had frequently performed the operation in the 
arm, I ſet about it boldly, determined, if poſ- 
ſible, to ſucceed. I made the external inciſion 


from fixto eight inches long, leſt a firſt attempt 


with the needle ſhould fail. After diſcharg- 


ing the grumous blood, and ſeveral picces of 
the ccllular ſubſtance in a putrified ſtate, I diſ- 
covered the wound in the artery. I paſſed a 
large crooked needle above the opening, and 


another an inch higher. Upon tying the firſt, 
I found I had fecured the vetlel, lo as to pre- , 


vent any lots of b oOod. The other thread was 


left to guard :gaintt accidents. To prevent any 
difci arg from recurrent veſſels, I mall: da third 


ligacure below the wound, and ſecured it alſo. 


4 The 
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The tourniquet was then looſened, and every 
thing promiſed fo well, that the wound was 
dreſſed up. Every precaution was, however, 
taken, by proper compreſſes, and a flight appli- 
cation of the tourniquet, to leſſen the force of 
the blood in the veſſel. But, in half an hour, 
a freth alarm was given, and the flux of blood 
appeared as great as at firſt. Amputation was 
again urged. Encouraged, however, by the hopes 

I had conceived from the firſt attempt, as my 

patient's ſtrength was yet unimpaired, I inſiſtied 
on another trial. It was agreed to. Upon re- 
moving the dreſſings, I found, that the firft liga- 

ture had cut through the adjacent parts, which, 
from the operation being ſo long delayed, had 
become putrid, and unable to make ſufficient 
_ reſiſtance. By this means the preſſure of the 
ligature upon the veſſel was removed. 

I now reſolved to take a freſh firm ſpot higher 
up. And, from the ſize of the aperture in the 
firſt operation, I had little more to cut. How- 
ever, to make ſure of it, I took up the veſſel 
three inches at leaſt above the former ligature, 
Securing every thing as before, Lleft the tourni- 
quet at liberty, and the wound, without anv ban- 
dage, for an hour. At the end of that time, 
finding every thing to my wiſhes, I dreſſed all, 
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and ſettled the patient to reſt. From this mo- 
ment, except the pain brought on by the opera- 
tion, he never experienced any inconvenience. 
A flight ſwelling indeed in the leg and foot, 
with an inabilty of movement, continued for 
ſome weeks. But the wound healed kindly, 
his ſtrength of limb returned gradually, and at. 
preſent he feels not the leaſt defect. 


1. 


The Hiſtory of a Suppuration in the Brain, 
term:inatias fatally; with an Account of the 
Appearances upon Difſeftion. Communicate 
to Dr. Duncan by an Acquaintance. 


. the 6th of September 1771, I was de- 

ſired to viſit a gentleman about 36 years 
of age, who, for two or three days, had been af- 
fected with a violent pain in his right ear. He 
informed me, that for ſeveral years he had been 
deaf of that ear, and that, ever ſince his infancy. 
a little purulent matter uſed at times to be dif- 

chargcd from it; but without occaſioning any 
uncaſinets to him. Upon looking into his car, I 
F ---"-—-::. odſerved 
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obſerved ſome purulent matter; in conſe- 


gqnence of which I ordered warm water to be 
injected into it, and adviſed him to take an 
anodyne at night, and the morning after, a 
doſe of the aloetic Pill, with a few grains of 
calomel. — 5 


September 8. He continued much in the ſame 
way as when I firſt ſaw him. But, at night, the 
pain in his ear was much aggravated, and ſhot 


acroſs his head. He was then blooded with 
leeches in the right temple, and, after that, ha- 
ving ſome inclination to vomit, he got a ſcruple 
of ipecacuanha, which operated five or fix times. 


By theſe means, his head- ach was a good deal 
relieved. 


9. He bad paſſed a very bad * and his 


head-ach was little better than it had been the 
Preceding evening; upon which a bliſter was 
applied over his whole head. 


10. Notwithſtanding the bliſter, his head- ach 5 


continued much as before, and he complained 
of his ſtomach; for which he was ordered a doſe 
of rhubarb and calomel, to be taken the fol- 
lowing morning. 


11. His hcad- KR was more violent than ever; ; 
and he was much affected with ſourneſs in his 
M 3 ſtomach. 


F 


ſtomach. He was then blooded in the tem- 


; poral artery fo fix ounces an d, 28 the purga- 
tive which was taken in the morning had not 


operated, he got a dram of magneſiz, which 
was repeated in two hours. This procured 
thice ſtools; but neither the purging nor bleed 
ing had any influence in relicving his head- ach. 

Part of his heud, which had been before bliſtered, 


was ordered to be kept running with epiſpaſtic 

ointment. N 
12. He continued much pained, and was very 

reſtleſs till about four or five in the morning 


of the 13h, when he had a quiet ſleep, and 


awaked entirely free from pain. Through the 


day, he ſlept a good deal, and, at intervals, eat 


victuals with a tolerable appetite, which he had 
not donc from the time that he was firſt attack- 
ech with the head-ach. Towards evening, how- 
ever, he ſeemed dull and heavy, and talked a 
god deal thro? his fleep; upon which a bliſter 
was applied to his back. 


On the night of the 13th, he became deliri- 


cus, and talked inceſſantly through the whole 


vi the day following. His pulſe, however, in 


tne morning, did not exceed eighty in the. 


minute; the heat of his ſkin was no more than 
vaturelz he had no drought; and his tongue 


Was 
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was moiſt and clean. He was at that time 
ordercd a ſolution of glauber's ſalt, by way 
of purgative. In the evening, he felt very 
warm; his pulſe had riſen to 96, and was full 
and ftrong. He was then ordered to loſe ten 

ounccs of blood, which proved very ſizy. He 
got a mixture of nitre and vinegar, to be 
taken by ſpoonfuls every two or three hours. 
And, as the glauber's ſalt taken in the morning 
had not operated, a purgative clyſter was 
thrown up, which, however, produced no. 
ſtool. 


13. He continued to ſleep and rave by turns. 
In the morning, he was ſcarified and cupped on 
the right temple; in the forenoon he had five : 
or ſix ſtools, which were paſſed without his 
being ſenſible of it; and, towards evening, he 
was ſeized with a heavy apoplectic ſleep; upon 
which half a doſe of one of Dr. James's pow- 
ders was ordercd to be given him every three or 
four hours through the night. 


36 He paſſed a good deal both of feces and 
urine involuntarily; after which, he ſeemed to 
be ſomewhat relieved. At night, however, he 
was much affected with ſtartings, and ſubſultus 
tendinum. He then loſt twelve ounces of blood, 
— 7 which 
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which was as fizy as before. The nitrous 


mixture and James' $ powders were ordered to 
be continued. 


On the. morning of the 17th, he was 


again ſcarified and cupped ; ; his ſtartings and 


ſubſultus tendinum were worſe than before; 
and he frequently toſſed about his legs and 


arms with great violence. His urine, which 


had been always before diſcharged in quantitics 
at a time, now came from him continually, 


and in drops. 


18. He had violent ftartings, ind much de- 
lirium; his pulſe was in general above a hun- 


dred ; and, although his eye looked well, yet, 


upon its being ſuddenly opened, and a lighted 


candle brought very ncar it, the pupil ſuffered 


no contraction. He was that day blooded with 
Iceches on the temples ; and, as he could not 


ſwallow but with very great difficulty, bliſters 


were applicd to his fauces. It deſerves to be 


remarked, that, from the 14th, he never aſked 


ior food; but, when it was offered him, he took 
it trecly till that afternoon. 


During all the 19th, he lay quite inſenſible, 
ailected with ſtartings, ſubſultus tendinum, and 
jaborious breathing. His pulic varied from an 


hun- 
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hundred to an hundred and forty. He had 


alſo a conſtant ſtillicidium urinae; notwith— 
ſtanding which, there was a hardneſs felt at the 
under part of his belly, which was eafily 
known to ariſe from a diſtention of the bladder. 
A catheter was then introduced, and near two 
pints of urine drawn off, but not without the 
aſſiſtance of preſſure upon his belly. After 
this, his pulſe became gradually quicker and 
gquicker, his breathing more laborious, and he 
died on the 2cth about fix in the morning. 
Upon the diſſection of his head after death, 
the middle and poſterior lobes of the right 
| hemiſphere of the brain, at their upper part, 
for the breadth of near two inches, adhered 
firmly to the dura mater, covering the os pe- 
troſum, and to the tentorium cerebellum ſuper- 
extenſum. „ 
On cutting into that part of the brain, an ab- 
ſceſs was diſcovered, containing near two ounces 
of very fetid greeniſh coloured pus, which was 
confined below by the adheſion already men- 
tioned, and had deſtroyed the ſubſtance of the 
brain above, as high as the lower part of the 
inferior cornu of the right lateral ventricle. 
On laying open the ventricles of the brain, 
the ſurface of the left corpus ſtriatum was found 
8 in- 
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inflamed. Both thalmi nervorum opticorum 


were of a dark purple colour on their ſurface, 


and, at ther under and back part, contained 


ſome quantity of greeniſh fetid pus. The ſep- 


tum lucidum, fornix, ſides of the third ven— 
tricle, and the anterior proceſs of the cerebel— 


lum, which is over the valrula Vicuſſenii, were 
foiter than natural, of a greeniſh colour, and 


had a fetid ſmell. 

Clcar viſcid ly mph, to the n of a tea- 
ſ poont ul or two, was obſerved in the ventricles 
ot the brain. The brain and cerebellum, with 


the medulla ſpinalis, except in the particulars 


already mentioned, ſeemed to be in a ſound 
ſtate. 1 ; „ 
The dura mater covering the os petroſum, 


Vas of a darker colour than on the other fide, 
and, as was already obſerved, adhered in part 


to the brain. The os petroſum of this fide was 

likewiſe of a darker colour than on the left; 

but it was neither ſpongy, 1 nor in the leaſt 

degree carious. | 

The right meatus auditorius was filled with 
ſetid pus of a browniſh yellow colour; and the 

membrane of the drum, and ſmall bones of the 


car, had been formerly quite conſumed ſo 


that the pus filled likewiſe the cavity of the 
tympanum, 
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III. 


A Caſe of an imperforate Hymen, by Mr Alexan- 


der Eaſon, Surgeon to the eighteenth Regiment 


f Dragoous. 


ID OSE Davy, aged cightcen years, who 


never had the menſes, complained to me 
of aſwelling in her belly, of ſome months ſtand- 
ing, increaſing in ſize, and giving her more 
pain every day. Upon examination, I found 
it to riſe over the pubis, inclining to the right 
fide. Her baſhfulncſs made her conceal the 


real cauſe of this complaint; but a female 


relation of hers ſtanding by, told me that ſhe 


had not paflage like other women. From a 
ſimilar caſe mentioned by Dr Cleghorn in his 
lectures, I readily gueſſed, that the hymen was 
imperforate. Upon examination I found it to 
be ſo; and, when I put a finger upon the 
hymen, and my other hand on the tumour of 


the abdomen, by making an alternate preſſure, 


I could diſtinctly feel a fluctuation. An aper- 
ture was immediately made, at which there 
flowed out about four pounds of thick black 
blood, not unlike molatles, both in colour and 


Con- 
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conſiſtence, but without any ſmell. In my 
opinion, there is not the leaſt doubt, that this 


woinan had menſtruated repeatedly, and that 
the thinner parts were abſorbed, while the gru- 


maus part remained in the uterus. She now 


continues well, and has the menſtrual ditcharge 
regularly. 


IV. 


A remarkasl» Hiſtory of an imperforate Hymen, 
ly Dr Samuel MfCormick, Phyſician at 


Aulriim. 


of age, began to be affected with thoſe ſymp- 


toms u act uſually occur to females at that 
period of life. Little attention was paid to 


her cate for more than a ycar, as it was ima- 


gined that time, and the uſe of ſuch herbs as 


good women generally give for theſe com- 


Plaints, would anſwer the end of bringing on 
her menſtrual diſcharge. But her complaints 


growing more ſevere from time to time, Partt- 


cularly about the monthly periods, her parents 


applied to a phyſician for his aſſiſtance. By 
dig 


4, when about ſixteen years 


ee 
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his advice, ſhe continued for at leaſt a year in 

a courſe of the ſtrongeſt emmenagogue medi- 
cines that could be given. But, in place of 
relieving they alu * exalperated: her com- 
plaints. 

By the time the arrived at tw enty-three vcars 
of age, ſhe was in a mott deplorable ſtate. It: 
was indeed ſhocking to hcar her lamentable 
cries. Her pains could not be dittinguithed 
from the very laſt effort of a woinan in labour ; 
and they intermitted in the ſame manner every 
ten or fifteen minutes. In this fituation, death, 
which was daily expected, was even ardently | 
wiſhed for by all her friends. Thete violent 
Pains, however, were not conſtant. ps 
generally continued for three or ivur days at .t 
time, and would then ſo far remit of that's vo- 
lence for two or three weeks, that ſhe could 
get a little ſleep, and was able ro take foni- 
nouriſhment. But, at the end of theic inter - 
vals, they again returned as formerly. 

In this ſituation, I was applicd to. As two 
caſes had before occurred to me where the 
ſymptoms were ſomewhat {imilir, which FI 
found to ariſe from the hymen being imper- 
forate, I ſuſpe&ed that the preſent complaints 
might be produced from the tame cauſe. Upon 


exani - 
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examination, it was found, that there was not 
only no perforation, but one ſolid maſs of fleſh 


ſeemed to fill up the whole vagina. No fluc- 
tuation could here be obſerved from the con- 
taincd menſtrual humour, as I had found in 
other caſes. It was, however, thought expe- 


dicnt to attempt ſomething, as a continuance 


of her complaints ſeemed to threaten certain 
death. Befides the circumſtance already men- 
tioned, another very diſcouraging in this patient 
_ Was, that the ſpace between the anus and mea- 
tus urinarius was much leſs than uſual, al- 
though ſhe was of a large groſs make. The 
method, therefore, which was thought to be 


moſt adviſcable, and to be attended with leaſt 
danger, was to pals up a ; ſmall canula with a 


perforator, ſuch as is uſed in tapping for the 
dropſy, but of a longer make. It was accord- 
ingly puſhed up about three inches, as nearly 
in the direction of the vagina as could be 
gueſſed at. Upon withdrawing the perforator 
at this time, nothing appeared. But, after pro- 
ceeding about an inch farther, there iſſued out 
a little thick black grumous blood, reſembling 
tar, which could not paſs freely from the nar- 


rowneſs of the inſtrument, and the viſcidity of 


the humour, 


Encou- 


aide aa . * : 6 . 
e . 


COMMENTARIES. 191 
Encouraged by this promiſing appearance, a 
larger inſtrument of the ſame conſtruction was 


then paſſed up. Upon this, a very plentiful 


diſcharge of the ſame dark coloured matter 


_enſucd. There came away no lets than four or 
five quarts of it, without any offenſive ſmell, 
or the leaſt appearance of putrefaction; a re- 


markable inſtance how long extravaſated blood 
may be lodged in the human body without 
turning putrid, when the external air has no 


acceſs to it. For, no doubt, fome of this 
blood had been lodged in the uterus at leaſt 


ſeven years. The more liquid part of it being 
taken up by the abſorbents, had left the re— 
mainder in the condition mentioned above. By 


uſing at firſt ſponge-tents, and afterwards larga 
dofils, armed with digeſtive, the vagina was 


Jufficiently dilated, and, in three weeks, the 
menſtrual diſcharge appeared of its natural 
colour. In twelve months after, this patient 
ventured upon a huſband, and is at this day 


the mother of three fine childzen. 
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| V. | 


Ana Account of the Diſcharge of Feces mixed 
_ with the Urine from the Urethra of a Woman, | 
By Mr James Hill, Surgeon in Dumfries, 3 


A Middle aged lady, in ſpring 1749, be- 
4 came affected with obſtinate coſtiveneſs. 
To prevent this, ſhe uſed, from time to time, 
laxatives of different kinds, which, although 
they alleviated her complaint, did not re- 
0 
About the beginning of May, ſhe went to a 
conſiderable diſtance in the country. There, 
as ſhe afterwards informed me, her complaints 
returned with greater violence than they had 
ever done before. In ſpite of all the aſſiſtance 
ſhe could obtain, ſhe had no paſſage, either by 
ſtool or urine, for the ſpace of cight days. 
During all this time, ſhe was affected with the 
moſt excruciating pains, and her belly ſwelled. 


| to a ſurpriſing degree, although ſhe laboured | 
j under an almoſt conſtant vomiting. After 
| this, ſhe diſcharged ſome urine; but it was ; 
IG mixed with a confiderable quantity of feces. 
| She ! 
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She had then a ſtool, and the ſwelling of her 
belly fell conſiderably, although not altogether. 
About the middle of May, ſhe came again 
under my care. After her return, ſhe lived 
about three months. During all this time, ſhe 
never paſſed one drop of urine without a mix- 
ture of teces. And this had been the caſe from 
the firſt time that her urine was ſo long ob- 
ſtructed in the beginning of May; altho', during 
the whole time, ſhe continued to paſs ſome feces 
in the natural way. Another circumſtance, which 
deſerves to be remarked in this caſe, is, that no 
ſooner did any flatulencies move in her ſtomach 
or bowels, but they made their way to the blad- 
der. There they were retaincd till a conveni- 
nient opportunity, when they were always diſ- 
charged with a very great uoiſe. 


After ſhe had continued in this ſtate for ſome | 
time, her belly again began to ſwell, and con- 
tinued to increaſe flowly till ſhe died, which 
was about the middle of Auguſt. At that time, 

it was greatly diſtended. Ir was imagined, that 

this laſt ſwelling was owing to the cohefion of 
5 the inteſtines with the bladder not being com- 
pleatly tight. Suppoſing this to be the caſe, the 
contents of either might make their way into 
Vol. II. N the 
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the abdomen. To be ſatisfied in this particular, 


and to be able to judge with greater certainty 
concerning the ſtate of the parts affected, at 


the defire of Dr Hay and Dr Gilchriſt, both 
of whom attended this patient in her laſt ill- 5 
neſs, I ſolicited permiſſion to open the body ; 
but i it was refuſed. 


VI. 


The Caſe of Man affected with a Difficulty ia 
paſſing Urine, occaſioned by a Diſcharge of 
Wind from the Urethra. By Anthony Fother- 


gill, M. D. Phyficiau at Northamplon. 


OME time ago, I was conſulted by a man 


' upwards of ſeventy years of age, who had 
tong laboured under a chronic diarrhoea, and 


great flatulency in the bowels. But his prin- 
cipal complaint was a difficulty of urine, with 


which he had been ſeverely aMicted for ſome 


months, and which was now attended with ſome 


very peculiar circumſtances. 


According to his own account, he was unable 


ro empty his bladder without ſeveral painful 
and ineffectual efforts, occafioned by wind 


collected in the urethra, which produced an 
audible 
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audible whizzing noiſe, and diſcharged itſelf in 
bubbles. Then a freſh ſtream of urine would = 
flow till it received another ſudden check from 
a freſh quantity of air crowding into the canal, 


and ſoliciting its diſcharge. This ſtrange ac- 
count excited my attention to aſcertain, if poſ- 
fible, the cauſe of ſo unuſual a phaenomenon. 
Before he left me, an opportunity offered of 
gratifying my curioficy, and of ful; y fatisfyi ing 


= myſelf of the truth of his account. 


On his endeavouring to paſs urine in my 


preſence, the whizzing noiſe in the urethra be- 


came very ſenſible, and preſently formed a ſuc- 


cebſſion of bubbles at the extremity of the glans. 
That elaſtic air ifſued from the bladder, was 
therefore now unqueſtionable. Bur how it got 
there was not very evident. The blood, and 


other animal fluids, have beenſhewn by modern 


philoſophers to contain fixable air, which, under 
certain circumſtances, may be extricated from 
them, and become elaſtic. Why may not this 
happen in the vrive? This might ſeem plau- 


ſible, but not ſatisfaCtory, as no circumſtance 
accompanied the preſent caſe which could be 


preſumed capable of producing ſuch an extri- 


cation of air in the bladder. It therefore now 
occurred to me, that elaſtic air could not be 
I preſent 
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5 preſent | in the bladder, unlefs it was tranſmitted 
5 by ſome praeternatural communication with 


the inteſtine. And, for this purpoſe, it was 
only neceſſary to admit a previous inflamma- 


tion of either the external coat of the bladder 
or rectum, and a conſequent coheſion of the 
two terminating in ſuppuration, and forming a 


+ perforation thro' each viſcus. As the principal 
circumſtances correſponded with this wed, 1 
found no difficulty in admitting it; and I had 


afterwards the moſt ample teſtimony, that it 
was not ill- founded. Why the air ſhould inter- 


cept the urine in its courſe through the ure- 
thra, will not appear wonderful to thoſe who 


have confidered its effects in common water- 


pipes. 
The uva urſi, is 8 recommended by 
Dr de Haen in ulcerations of the urinary paſ- 


ſages was adminiſtered; but it ſeemed to exaſ- 

perate the diſeaſe. Indeed, under ſuch deplo- 
rable circumſtances, and at ſo advanced a period 
of life, when the ſtrength was ſo nearly exhauſt- 

| ed, no hopes of recovery could be entertained 

from any medicine whatever. The ſymptoms, 


however, were in ſome degree, alleviated by 
mucilaginous medicines, joined with the Peru- 
vian bark, and opium at imervals. In this way he 

eonti- 
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continued to linger on about two months. Ten 
days before his death, the diſcharge of wind by 
the urethra increaſed much, and was attended 


with conſtant pains and teneſmus. Purulent 
matter, and real alvine feces now accompanied | 


his urine. This proved to a demonſtration, 
although leave could not be obtained to inſpect - 

the diſeaſed parts after death, that there was a 
direct communication betwe een the bladder and 

rectum. 


In younger ſubjects, this diſeaſe might poſh- 


bly, in ſome inſtances, though never without 
great difficulty, be cured by a courſe of aſs-milk 


with Briſtol water, together wr h aft: ict regimen 


| and a prudent uſe of mild baltami.. mcUdicines | 


and injections. In old age, although the ditcaſe 
be incurable, yet it is of conſequence to the 


practitioner, as well as to the patient and his 


friends, that a right judgment ſhould be formed 


of its nature and probable event. This end, 
however, can only be obtained from ſuch fin- 


gular caſes being * recorded when they 
do occur. 
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1 5 
Medical News. 


ett este len 


AP conſiderable period of time has 
1 now elapſed ſince Dr Hervey ſuggeſt- 


ed, that the blood was poſſeſſed of a living prin- 


ciple. His opinion concerning this particular 


never ſeems to have gained much ground, and 
has been long entirely neglected. But Mr John 


Hunter of London, has lately endeavoured to 


revive this doctrine ; and from attentive ana- 


tomical inveſtigation, has adduced many inge- 
nious arguments, to prove that the blood is 
really alive. A view of theſe cannot fail to be 
highly acceptable to our readers. 


The ſenſe in which Mr Hunter adopts the 

term life, may be underſtood from obſerving, 

that he confiders a muſcle cut out of the body 
10 


» 
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to be alive as long 2s it continues capable of 
being acted upon by ſtimuli of any kind. 
He is of opinion, that the particular parts of 
an animal body have a principal of life, inde- 
pendent of the effect which ariſes from their 
union as one ſyſtem. This is exemplified in 
numberleſs cates. Thus the muſcles of a turtle 
continue alive for a great while after the ani- 
mal, as one whole, is dead. | 


He alledges, that, in the nature of things, 
there is not a more intimate connection be- 
tween life and a ſolid, than becwten lite and 
a fluid. For, although we be more accuſtomed 
to connect it with the one than the vther, yet 
the only real difference which can be thewn 
| between a ſolid and a fluid is, that the particles 
of the one are leſs movcable among theniſelves 
than thoſe of the other. Beſides, we often ſee 
the ſame body fluid in one calc, and ſolid in 
another. 
That the blood is really alive, Mr. Hunter is 
induced to believe, from the following 1caſons : 
1/, It unites living parts, in ſome circum- 
ſtances, as certainly, as the yet recent juices of 
the branch of one tree unite it with that of an- 
other. Were either of theſe fluids to be c 
ſidered as extraneous or dead matters, tacy 
N 4 would 
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would act as“ ſtimuli, and no union would 


take place either in the vegetable or animal 
kingdom. This argument, Mr Hunter ima- 


gines, is ſtill farther eſtabliſhed by the follow- 


ing experiment. Having taken off the teſticle 
from a living cock, he introduced it into the 


belly of a living hen. Many weeks after- 
wards, upon injecting the liver of the hen, he 


injected the teſticle of the cock, which had g 
come in contact with the liver, and adhered 


to it. 


2dly, The blood becomes vaſcular like ather 


living parts.—Mr. Hunter affirms, that, after 


amputations, the coagula in the extremities of 
arteries may be injected by injecting theſe arte- 


' ries, And he has a preparation, in which he 


thinks he can demonſtrate veflels rifing from 
the center of what had becn a coagulum of 
blood, and opening into the ſtream of the cir- 
culating blood. 


3dly, Blood taken from the arm, in the moſt 


intenſe cold which the human body can bear, : 


raiſes the thermometer to the ſame height as 


blood taken in the moſt ſultry beat.— This 


he 


„ Hunter's s opinion of the influence exerted by 
dead parts of the animal body when they act as ſtimuli 


to the living ſyſtem, may be underſtood from his dodirine 


of exfoliation. See our firſt vol. p. 425. 
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he conſide rs as a ſtrong proof of the blood's 


being alive; as living bodies alone have the 
power of refiſting great degrees both of heat 
and cold, and of maintaining, in almoſt every 
fituation, while in health, that temperature 
which we diſtinguiſh by the name of animal heut. 
4% ly, Blood is capable of being acted upon 
by a ſtimulus. In proof of this, he obſerves, 
that it coagulates from expoſute, as certainly 
as the cavity of the thorax or abdomen inflame 
from the ſame cauſe. The more it is alive, 
that is, the more the animal is in health, it 
coagulates the ſooner on expoſure; and the 
more it has loſt of its living principle, as 
in the caſe of violent inflammations, the leſs 
is it ſenfible to the ſtimulus produced from 
its being expoled, and it coagulates the 
later. 
5thlv, The blood preſerves life in different 
parts of the bodv.—When the nerves going to 
a part are tied or cut, the part becomes para- 
Iytic, and loſes all power of motion; but it 
does not mortify. If the artery be cut, the 
part dies, and mortification enſues. What 
keeps it alive in the firſt caſe? Mr Hunter 
believes, that it is the living principle which 
alone can keep it alive; and he thinks that 
this 
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this phacnomenon is inexplicable on any other 
ſuppoſition, than that lite is ſupported by the 
blood. 1 


In a former number, we gave an account of 


the good effects obtained, in ſome parts of 
America, from the uſe of the couhage, or cow- 
itch, as an anthelmintic. This plant is alſo a 
native of the Eaſt Indies; and the following 
accurate deſcription of it was lately tranſmitted 
by Mr James Kerr at Patna, to the Profeſſors 


of medicine in Edinburgh. „ 
Nomen. By Europeans it is called couhage 


or cow-itch; by many writers, a phaſeolus; 


by the natives of Bengal, cadjuct, from the 
itching and ſcratching it produces. 
Claſſis. According to the ſyſtem of the in- 


comparable Linnaeus, it ſtands in his ſeventeenth. 
claſs, Diadelphia, and fourth order, Decandria. 


Genus. The flowers of this herbaceous 


plant, differ very eſſentially from the phaſeo- 
lus; they have Linnaeus's diſtinguiſhing mark 
of a lupinus; but, in other parts of the flower, 


and habit of the plant, the difference is very 


_ conſiderable. From the remarkable compara- 
tive length of the alae alone, I imagine it is 


ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed from every other 
flower, and Py it deſerves to conſtitute a 
new genus; bur this I leave to the determina- 
tion of botaniſts. 8 


| Radix. T he root is fibrous. 

Truncus. The ſtem is herbaceous, equal, 
voluble, climbing, cylindrical, and naked, di- 
verging into many branches, and ring to a 
great height, when properly ſupported, _ 


Folia. The leaves are alternate and trilobate, | 
ning from the ſtem and branches about the 
_ diſtance of twelve inches from each other. 
The foot-ſtalk is cylindrical, from fix to four- 


teen inches long. The lateral lobes are ob- 


liquely ovate, obtule, entire, and nervous, with 
ſhort petioles, and two very fmall ſtipulae be- 
tween the lobes. The middle lobe is ſmaller, 
ovate, both ends pointed, with the petiole 
much longer; and tu o ſmall ſubulated ſtipulae. 


Flores. From the axilla of the leaf, deſcends 
a pendulous ſolitary ſpike, from tix to fourteen 
inches long, covered with long blood-coloured 
papilonaccous flowers, rifing by threes in a 
double alternate manner, from {1:1all fleſhy pro- 
tuberances, each of which is a ſhort pedunculus 
of three flowers. The Partial toot-ſtalks are 
fene 
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ſcarce half an inch long. The flowers upon the 
apex of the ſpike are firſt in bloom. ES 


Calyx. The involucrum to every three 


flowers of the ſpike confiſts of three ſmall, 


hairy, ciliated, deciduous leaves. The proper 


empalement is of one bilabiate leaf, with a 
bellied, gibbous, perſiſting tube. The upper 


lip ovate, entire, and preſſed a little backwards 


by the vexillum. The under- ip is trifid, acute, 
and more erect. 


Corolla. —a. 1 exillum. The ſtandard is ovate, 


concave, gently reclinate and emarginate. It 
s about double the length of the empalement. 


b. Aae. The wings are of an oblong lanceo- 
lated ſhape, double the length of the ſtandard, 


and both ſides counivent, with mort furrowed, 
nectariferous ungues. 


c. Carina. The keel is falcate, accuminated, 


compreſſed, cloſely ſhut, very narrow, and 
ſcarce longer than the wings, with A curved 


diſtinct APEX. 


Stamina, The filaments are diadelphous, 
nine united, and one ſeparate, equal in length, 


and diſtin&t above. The ſingle filament, and 
four others, terminate in thick truncated points, 
having orbicular antherae inſerted into them by 


very 
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very ſhort necks. Alternate with theſe, are 
| five other filaments, much more ſlender, and 
of a ſubulate ſhape, having oblong and larger 
antherae. When the flower is in perfection, 
the filaments extricate themſely Wo from the keel, . 
by an elaſtic (pring up: ards, and preſs upon 


15 the ſtandard. 


Necturium. There is a {mall tubular necta- 
rium, with ten obtuſe points, incircling the 
pedicel of the germen. 


Piſtillum. The germen is ci Undrical, hairy; : 
and almoſt the length of the empalement. The 
ſtile is filiform, hairy, and as long as the fila- 
ments. 'The ſtigma 1 18 globular and ſmall. 


Pericarpium. The fruit | is a leguminous cori- 
aceous pod, four or five inches long, crooked 
as the letter /, and denſely covered with ſharp 
hairs, which penetrate the ſkin, and cauſe great 


5 itching. 


Semina. The ſeeds are five or fix in number, 
nearly of the ſhape and fize of a ſmall bean, 
with the hilum near the middle of the ſeed. 


Locus & Qualitas. It will grow in any foil; 
but it is generally eradicated from all cultivated 
grounds, on account of the hairs from the pods 
i flying with the winds, and tormenting every 

animal 
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animal they chance to touch. If it were not 


for this miſchievous quality, the beautiful ſpikes 


of red flowers would deſerve a > ay in the beſt 
: gardens. 


Tempus. It wenn 1 in the cool months from. 
September to March, according to the fituation. 


From this accurate deſcription, it appears 


that the couhage is the Dolichos pruriens of 


Linnaeus. Mr Kerr has ſaid nothing with re- 
gard to its medical virtues. But, in confirma- 
0 tion of Mr Cochrane's account, we ſhall here 
preſent our readers with the teſtimony given 


concerning it by Mr Bancroft, in his eſſay on 


the natural hiſtory of Guiana in South-America, 
a work publiſhed at London ſome years ago. 


After mentioning the frequency of diſorders 
ariſing from worms in that part of the world, 


and affigning ſome rcaſons for it, he adds: 
But, from whatever cauſe theſe worms are 

produced, their number is fo great, that the 
uſual remedies are very inſufficient for their de- 


ſtruction; for which reaſon the planters in ge- 
neral have recourſe to the cow-itch for that 
purpoſe. From whence its uſe was firſt ſug- 


geſted, I am uncertain, but its efficacy is indiſ- 
putable. The part uſed is the ſetaceous hairy ſub- 
ſtance growing on 1 the outſide of the pod, which 


18 
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is ſcraped off, and mixcd with common ſyrup or 
molaſſes, to the conſiſtence of a thin electuary, 
of which a tea-ſpoonful to a child of two or 
three years old, and double the quantity to an 
adult is given in the morning faſting, and re- 
peated the two ſucceeding mornings; after 


which a doſe of rhubarb is uſually ſubjoined. 


This is the empyrical practice of planters, who 

uſually, once in three or four months, exhibit 
the cow-itch in this manner to their ſlaves in 
general, but eſpecially to all their children with- 
out diſtinction; and in this manner I have ſeen | 
it given to hundreds, from one year old and 


upwards, with the moſt happy ſucceſs. The 


patients, after the ſecond doſe, uſually diſ- 
charged an incredible number of worms, even 
to the amount of more than twenty at a time, 

ſo that the ſtools conſiſted of little elſe tan 


theſe animals. But, though theſe were indiſ- 


putable proofs of its efficacy, I was far from 
being convinced of its ſafety. I obſerved, that 
the ſubſtance given confiſted of an aſſemblage 


of ſpiculae exquiſitely fine, and ſo acutely 


pointed, that, when applied to the ſkin, they 
excited an intolerable itching, and even inflam- 
mation; from whence I apprehended dangerous 
_ conſequences from their contact with the coats 


of 
3 
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of the ſtomach and inteſtines. Indeed, when 
mixed into an electuary in the manner in which 
they are given, their elaſticity is ſo impaired, 
that they do not produce the ſame ſenſible irri- 
tation; but yet I could conceive no other qua- 
| ity on which their efficacy depended, eſpecially 
after I had prepared both a tincture and decoc- 
tion from the cow-itch, and given them to 
Worm: patients, without any ſenfible advantage. 
Influenced by theſe ſuggeſtions, I particularly 
examined the ſtate and condition of all ſuch 
patients as I knew had taken the cow-itch, and 
yet can with the greateſt truth declare, that, 
though prejudiced to its diſadvantage, I was 
never able, either by my own obſervation, or a 
diligent inquiry, to diſcover a fingle inſtance 
of any ill conſequence reſulting from its uſe; 
which has been ſo extenſive, that ſeveral thou- 
ſands muſt have taken it; and as no ill effects 
have been obſerved, I think not only its effi- 
cacy, but ſafety, are ſufficiently evinced to 
entitle it to general uſe; eſpecially when we 
reflect on the uncertainty, and even danger, 
which attends other vermifuges. It is to be 
obſerved, that this remedy is particularly deſign- 
ed againſt the long round worm; whether it is 
cqually deleterious to the aſcarides, or whether it 
has ever been uſed againſt them, I am uncertain. 
: Upon 
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Upon a former occaſion, we took an oppor- 
tunity of mentioning the ſucceſs with which Mr 
Cruikſhank of London had injected the kid- 
neys of the human body. A correſpondent in 
London has lately tranſmitted to us the follow- 
ing account of what has been done by Mr Hew- 
ſon on the ſame ſubject. | 


Mr Fiewſon, in his autumn— courſe of anato- 
my, in the year 1772, when ſpeaking of the 
ſtructure of glands, maintained, contrary to 
Malphigi and his followers, that they were 
not furniſhed with cryptae or follicles. On in- 
jecting the excretory dutts of the breaſt, with a 
fluid coloured with vermilion, there was indeed 
an appearance at the end of the ducts ſome- 
what like follicles. But, upon injecting theſe 
ducts with mercury, he found, that what had 
before appeared uniform round bodies, about 
the ſize of pin-heads, were ſmall pieces of the 
gland, with an excretory duct dividing upon 
them into ſmall branches, reſembling what 
Ruyſch calls the frenicilli of arteries. For, 
explaining the deception into which ſome of his 
ingenious cotemporaries have been led, he obſer- 
ved, that, from the ſmallneſs of theſe veſſels they 
could not, when injected with vermilion, be 
Vox. II. 9 diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſhed from each other; that, being cluf- 
tered together, they gave the appearance of 
bags; but that, when injected with mercury, 
they could readily be diſtinguiſhed from the 
brightneſs of the fluid. This fact he de- 


monſtrates by means of a preparation. He 


farther obſerved that the followers of Mal- 
Phigi had, in general, produced the kidney 
to prove the exiſtence of follicles; but he 
ſhewed in preparations, that the little corpora 
globoſa, which moſt of the modern anatomiſts 
term bags or cryptae, are nothing elſe but 
convoluted arteries, agrecable to what Ruyſch. 
had afirmed. From Ruyſch, however, Mr 

Hewſon differed in ſome circumſtances. He 

farther proved, by injections, that there is a 
{erpentine veſſel running between the corpora 
globoſa, and the excretory tubes of the kid- 
ney, of which he promiſed to give an account 

on ſome future occaſion. 


A very laudable ſcheme for building, near 
the city of York, an aſylum for the reception 
of lunatics, is now in confiderable forwardneſs. 


The committee, who have the conduct of that 
undertaking, have already purchaſed four acres 


of ground as a ſtance for the building; and 
they 
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they have contracted with maſons, bricklayers, 
and carpenters, for different parts of the work. 


1 . 
It is with ſingular pleaſure we learn, that Dr 
Prieſtley continues, with indefatigable zeal, and 
uncommon ſucceſs, to proſecute inquiries con- 

cerning the different kinds of air. He is ſoon 

to make a ſeparate publication of all his ob- 
ſervations on that ſubject. 


Among many other diſcoveries which he 
has lately made, he thinks he can prove, that 
the electric matter is the ſame thing with phlo- 
giſton, only that it is in another ſtate. Theſe 
uifferent conditions he illuſtrates, by compa- 
ring them to fixed air, when in elaſtic air, 
and when in chalk. He finds, that the elec- 
tric fluid has the ſame effect on all kinds of 

air which phlogiſton has; eſpecially, that it 
makes common air depofite the fixed air 
which it contains, and that i renders fixed 
air immiſcible with water. 


By electricity alſo, he converts into inflamma- 
ble air all kinds of oil, including aether, and 
likewiſe ſpirit of wine, and volatile ſpirit of ſal. 
ammoniac. | | 
Oz He 
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Fe finds, that, in all the caſes where common 
air is diminiſhed, which is never done but by 

means of phlogiſton, there is a precipitation of 
fixed air, as may be diſcovered by lime- water. 
To this, however, the calcination of metals is 
an exception. There he imagines, that the calx 
ſeizes the fixed air; and, upon this principle, 
he accounts for the additional weight of the 
calx above that of the metal from which it is 
obtained. He obtains the pureſt fixed air from 
ted lead. 


„ „ „ „ 
We formerly took an opportunity of mention- 
ing ſome obſcrvations which had been made on 
the ſtate of population in Mancheſter by Dr 
Percival, a gentleman whoſe induſtry extends 
to every uſeful enquiry in philoſophy as well as 
medicine. He has lately favoured many of 
| his friends with a paper, intended for the royal 
ſociety, containing ſome further obſervations on 
the ſame ſubject. In this paper, among many 
other curious particulars, we find a table, ſhew- 
ing the proportion of inhabitants dying annu- 
ally in ſeveral different places. This table evi- 
dently demonſtrates the pernicious influence of 
large towns on the lives of makind. In the 
town of Liverpool, 1 in 27 die annually; in 
1 . _ Mancheſter, 


CQMMENTARIES. 213 


Mancheſter, 1 in 28; in Eaſtham, 1 in 35; 
in Chowbent, 1 in 41; in Cockey, 1 in 44; in 
Ackworth, 1 in 473 in Royton, I in 52; 
Darwin, 1 in 56; 1 in Edale, 1 in 59; in 1 
wich, 1 in 66; in Monton, I in 1 68; and i in 


N Hale, * 1 in 69. 


„ „ „ * 
Mr. de Buffon of Paris is ſoon to favour the 
world with ſupplements to ſeveral parts of his 


natural hiſtory already publiſhed, particularly 


to his theory of the earth, his hiſtory of man, 
and his mineralogy. On this laſt ſubject, it is 
ſaid, that he has many important diſcoveries to 
communicate. To accelerate theſe works, we 
are informed that he has diſcontinued his hiſtory 
of birds, which will be compleated by Mr Gue- 
nault. 


"ihe Hill of London, has lately 4ifiributed 
propoſals far publiſhing a new edition of the 
HFortus Malabaricus, which is juſtly eſteemed 
one of the moſt valuable books in Botany. 
This edition is propoſed to be executed in ſuch 
a manner, that the plates, numbers, and pages 
will exactly correſpond with thoſe of the folio 
edition; ſo that all references to the one will al- 
ſo ſuit the other. 


41 M E. D 1 * 


A new periodical work in natural hiſtory i 
propoſed to be publiſhed at Halle in Germany, 
under the title of Naturae indagator. Every 

volume will conſiſt of four numbers, one of 
which will be publiſhed quarterly. 


A third edition of Mr. Pennant” s tour in Scot- 5 
land in the year 1769 will foon appear. It is 

to be publiſhed in quarto, with ſome new 
plates, and many new articles. His tour in 
1772 is likewiſe ſoon expected. It will contain 
many plates, and will probably afford inftruc- 


tion and entertainment to every ſincere lover of 
natural hiſtory. 


The Roy al Academy of ſciences at Mont- 
pellier have propoſed the three following quel- 
tions as the ſubjects of their prize diſſertations | 
for the year 1774. 


1. Deter miner les differens titres ou degres 
de ſpirituofite des eaux de vie, ou eſprits de vin, 
par un moyen ſimple, et re au com- 
merce: d 


. Quels font charaQteres principaux des 
terres en general, et les moyens de remedier aux 


defauts de celles, qui ſont peu propres à la pro- 
ductions des grams? 5 


3. Quelle 


. 
75 
1 


3 
2» 
7 
; 


: ciety. 
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3. Quelle eſt ! influence des meteores ſur la 


vegetation, et quelie conſequence pratique peut 


on tirer r lativement a cet object, des differentes 
obſervations meteorologiques faites juſqu” ici? 


Jertations on theſe ſubjects muſt be tranſ- 
mitted, before the 1ſt of October 1774, to Mr 


de Ratte, who is s perpetual ſecretary to the ſo- 


Dr Chriſtian Gottlieb Ludwi ig, Pete of 


the practice of medicine at Leipfic, died there 
on the 7th of May 1773. He was deſervedly 


eminent for his many valuable medical writings. | 
And he had the merit of having firſt planned, 
and afterwards conducted, for more than twenty 


years, Commentarii de rebus in ſcientia naturali 


et medicina geſtis; a work too well known to 
ſtand in need of any encomium. 


Dr George Matthias, one of the profeſſors of 


medicine at Gottingen, died there on the gth of 
May 1773. And, at the ſame place, on the 28th 
of May, died Dr George Gotlieb Richter, archia- 


ter to his Britannic Majeſty, and primarius pro- 
fefſor of medicine at Gottingen. 


Dr Nicolas os de Roſenſtein, archiater to 
his Swediſh Majeſty, died at Upſal on the 16th 


of July 1773. 


9 Ou 
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On the 26th of July died at Paris, Mr Mo- 
rand, a juſtly celebrated ſurgeon in that city, 


| and a member of maſt of the noted academies 
in F rance. 


On the 3oth of December 1773 1 Mr Wil- 
am Anderſon was admitted a member of the 


college of ſurgeons in Edinburgh. 


At a meeting of the royal college of phy- 
ficians in Edinburgh, on the 1 S February 
1774, Dr Robert Hamilton, of Lynn Regis, 
wa elected a fellow. And at the ſame meet- 
ing, Dr Edward Spry of Tattnęſs, and Dr 
James Hunter of Edinburgh, were admitted 
licentiates of the college. 


On the gth of March 1774, Mr John Robert- 
ſon, who has for ſome years bcen engaged in an 
academy eſtabliſhed by the Empreſs of Ruſha 
at Cronſtadt, was unanimouſly elected profeſſor 
of natural philoſophy in the univerſity of E- 
dinburgh, in the room of the late Mr Ruſſel, 
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JOvvravx memoires de l' académie royale 
des ſciences et belles lettres. Annee 1771. 
Av ec Vhiſtoire pour la meme annee. 4ro, Berlin. 
Ihe ſeaman's medical inſtructor. By N. D. 
Falk, M. D. 8yo, London. 

The chemical works of Cipar Newnan, 
M. D. profeſſor of Chemiſtry at Berlin, F. R. S. 


Ke. abridged and methodized, with large addi- 


tions, containing the later diſcoveries and im- 
provements made in chemiſtry, and the arts 
depending thereon. By William Lewis, M. B. 
F. R. S. The ſecond edition, 2 vols dvo, 
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min Gooch, ſurgeon. 8vo, London. 

Advice to people afflicted with the gout. By 
J. Williams, M. D. 8vo, London, 
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Pharmacopoeia officinalis extem poranea; or, 


a compleat Engliſh diſpenſatory. In two 
parts, theoretical and praftical. By John 


Quincy, M. D. The fourteenth edition. 8vo, 


| London. 
| talicurions of entomology ; being 4 tranſla- 
tion of Linnaeus's ordines et genera inſecto- 
rum; or, ſyſtematic arrangement of inſects; 


collated with the different ſyſtems of Geoffroy, : 


Shaeffer, and Scopoli, together with obſerva- 


tions of the tranſlator. By Thomas Pattinſon 


Yeats. 8v o, London. 


Remarks on certain palſares contained in 
a ſcurrilous pamphlet, publiſhed by Henry 
 Saffory. By John Burrows, M. D. 8vo, London. 


The friendly phyſician. By F. Spilſbury, 


chymiſt. g vo, London. 


. An eſſay towards the natural hiſtory of the 
county of Dublin, accommodated to the noble 


defigns of the Dublin ſociety. By John Rutty, 
M. D. 2 vols. 8vo, Dublin. 


An eſſay in favour of ſuch abe remedies 
as are uſually diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
Quack-medicines, by a country-gentleman, for- 
merly a practitioner in the ſcience of phyſick. 


8vo, London, 


; 8 
; 
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A treatiſe on the origin of diſ-aſes, and the _ 
uſe of the Halen »fKonce. By F. Ryilceg, and 


I U. Li 8vo, London. 


A . e in. .oduftory to the theory and prac- 


tice of midwitery; publickly delivered the 4th 
of October 1773, by John Leake, M. D. 
member of the roysl college of phyficians in 


Londan, and phy ſician to the Weſtminſter 


lying-in-hoſpiral. to, London. 


 Memoire ſur Puſage ou l'on eſt d'enterrer les 
morts dans l'enceinte des villes. Par M. 


Maret, docteur en medicine de la faculte de 
Montpellier. 8v0, Dijon. 


Index plantarum horti et agri Jenenſis. Auc- 


5 tore J. Baldinger. 8vo. Jena. 


Neue und verbeſſerte beſchreibung, &c.; 


1. e. A new and improved deſcription of the 


hot and cold mineral waters. of Ems. By 
Charles Philip Bruckmann, phyfician to the 
Landgrave of Heſſe-Darmſtadt. 8vo, Franc- 
fort. . 


Catalogue ſyſtematique et raiſonnè d'une 
ſuperbe collection d'objets des trois regnes 


de la nature. Conſiſtant en animaux a ma» 


melons, oiſeaux, amphibies, poiſſons, inſec- 
tes, 


tes, coquillages, litophytes, et zoophytes, 
— fruits, et minéèraux. 8vo, Amſter- 
dam. 


Chriſtoph. And. Mangoldi Opuſcula medi- 
co-phyſica, edidit E. G. ge. v6, AK- 
tenburgi. JJ ³·¹¹A K 


Memoires et obſervations for Job effects des 
eaux de Bourbonne-les-Bains, en Champagne, 
dans le maladies hiſteriques et chroniques. Par 
M. Chevalier, M. D. a — 
/12m0, Paris. 


A diſcourſe on the Aifferent kinds of air, . : 
vered at the anniverſary meeting of the royal 
fociety November 30, 1773. By Sir John 
' Pringle, Bart. prefident, publiſhed at their re- 
_ queſt. 4to, London. 
An examination of Mr Henry's ſtrictures on 
Glaſs's magneſia. By Thomas Glaſs, M. D. 
8vo, London. 


| Obſervations and experiments on the poiſon 
of lead. By Thomas Percival, M. D. F.R. S. 
et S. A. 8vo, London. 


An eaſy way to prolong life, by a little atten- | 
tion to our manner of living; containing many 
x ſalutary obſervations on exerciſe, reſt, ops | 

eva- 
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_ evacuations, ee. The ſecond cart. 8 2 


medical gentleman, author of the firſt part. 
8vo, London. 


Four introductory lectures in natural philoſo- 
phy: 1. Of the rules of philoſophiſing, the 
eſſential properties of matter and laws of mo- 
tion. 2. Of the ſeveral kinds of attraction, 
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or the attractioa of gravitation. 4. The laws 
of motion explained, and N by * 
ments. 12mo, Dublin. 
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| þrevot du college, et conſeiller du comité de 
l'acadẽmie royale de chirurgie. 3 vols. 8vo, 
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I. 
Diſſertation ſur la Ficvre Miliare ; Ouvrage qui a 
obtenu V Acceſſit du prix de P Academie des Sci- 
ences, Beaux Arts, et Belles Lettres 4 Amiens, 


le 25 Aoiit 1770. Par M. Planchon, Medecin 
a Ti ournai, 8vo, Tournai. 


HE author introduces this diſſertation with 
ſome quotations from Hippocrates, Etius, 


and others, to prove that the miliary fever was 
| known to the antients. He next relates the que- 
ſtions, propoſed on this ſubject, by the academy 


of Amiens. T heſe are, 
- 2 ino, A 
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Imo, A deſcription of the miliary fever, the 


order and progreſs of thoſe ſymptoms which 
point it out, and which accompany It through 


its different periods. 


245 „ The diſtinction of the iſ of this fe- 


| ver, whether primary or ſymptomatic, mild, or 
malignant, ſimple or complicated. 


34h, The nature and eſſence of the morbific 


cauſe of the miliary fever. Is it inflammatory or 
putrid ? What analogies or differences may be 
pointed out between 1t and other exanthematic 5 


diſeaſes? 


add, Is the miliary eruption a criſis, or puri- 
fication of the maſs of blood which nature thus 
frees from ſome extraneous miaſmata ? Or, ac- 
cording to the celebrated De Haen, is the erup- 


tion only a factitious ſymptom, introduced by 


hot rezimen ? 


5b y, What is the proper method of cure ? 


Should we wait for the eruption, and favour i its 
appearance? Or ſnould we, with De Haen, en- 
deavour to prevent it? If ſo, by what means is 


it to be effected 4 


_ bthly, 


9 
get % ono ee Nr 9 
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6thh, What diſeaſes or complaints does the 


miliary fever leave behind it? And what are the 
means to be employed for preventing and curing 
. them ? 2 


Our author, dividing his Ae into as 


many articles as there are propoſitions here laid 


down, proceeds to treat of each in order. Hav- 


ing delivered the hiſto ry, which will not admit of 


an abbreviation, he goes on to the ſecond queſtion. 
In anſwer to this, he firſt points out the particular 


ſymptoms which indicate the mildeſt ſtate of this 
diſeaſe, when it is to be conſidered as a primary 
affection. In this caſe, he obſerves that the horror 
and laſſitude are ſuch only as precede an epheme- 


ra; that the pulſe is natural, and all the other 


ſymptoms moderate and without any delirium ; | 
and that, on the 7th, gth, 11th, 14th, 17th, 
| 20th, or or 21ſt day, it is terminated by a copi- 


ous ſweat. Moſt frequently, however, this ſpecies 


| is terminated on the 14th day. 


The malignant ſpecies frequently comes on in 


a mild form, but in its progreſs great weakneſs, 
uneaſineſs, and internal heat ſupervene; theſe are 
accompanied with deep reſpiration, ſighing, con- 
ſtant anxiety, and diſturbed ſlecp. After this, 


the eruption appears; every thing then ſeems to 
4. —— 


Ly 
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go on well: ſoon, however, the weakneſs again 
increaſes to a great degree, and is attended with 
ſubſultus tendinum, convulſions, low delirium, le- 
thargy, and frequent faintings. When thele laſt 
ſymptoms come on, the eruption diſappears, and 
the patient has ſeldom above four hours to live. 
In ſome caſes of the miliary fever, all theſe bad 
ſymptoms occur, even from the beginning, with- 
out any favourable appearances. 85 


Dr Planchon next obſerves, that the miliary e- 
ruption 1s not always a \primary diſeaſe, but that 
it is frequently a conſequence of ſmall pox, of mea- 
ſles, of putrid, ardent, and malignant fevers, of in- 
flammation of the womb, and of the gangrenous 
ſore throat. It is faid alſo to be ſymptomatic of 

an extreme rarefaction of the blood, and of ple- 
thora attended with much heat. Our author a- 
grees with Hoffman in attributing it to intempe- 
rance, whether in diet or venery, and to conſtipa- 
tion during other diſeaſes; but he diſſents from 
Hoffman's aſſertion, that it may likewiſe ariſe from 
tire of refrigerants; for he contends that expe- 
rience has ſhewn them to poſſeſs a very oppoſite = 
property. Mr Planchon's next obſervation is, 
that the miliary eruption, when ſymptomatic, is 
attended with the ſame appearances, as when it 1s 
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a primary diſeaſe. He then mentions another ſpe- 
cies of miliary fever, which is at firſt intermittent, 
and, unleſs particular attention be beſtowed, is apt 
to become chronic. This ſpecies, he obſerves, is 
always attended with a red eruption. Upon theſe 
differences, in the ſpecies of miliary fever, a few 
obſervations which he offers on the Prognoſis a are 
entirely founded, 


When treating of the third cities, Dr Plan- 
chon contends, that a conſideration of the habita . 
particularly diſpoſed to miliary fever, and of the 
cauſes and ſymptoms of that diſeaſe, will not allow 
us to ſuppoſe that the morbific matter is of an in- 
flammatory nature. On the contrary, he ima- 
gines that the moſt common cauſe of miliary fever 
is obſtructed perſpiration, which, being retained in 
the maſs of blood, renders the ſerous and lympha- 
tic part of it putrid and cauſtic. By this means, 
a fever is induced which throws part of the vitia- 
ted fluids upon the ſkin, but ſtill leaves a part in 
the circulating maſs, ſufficient to ſupport the fever 
during the whole courſe of the diſcaſe. By the 
time that the fever is brought to a period, it is ei- 
ther corrected by medicines, or expelled by the o- 
ther excretories of the body. In proof of this, 
we are told, that ſeveral of the ſecreted fluids are 
r rendered 
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rendered remarkably acrimonious, particularly 
that the bile is often highly corrupted. 


The circumſtances influencing this eruption 
in ſuch a manner, as to make it either red or white, 
are ſuppoſed by Dr Planchon to depend entirely 
on the conſtitution of the patient. The red erupti- 
on, he obſerves, attacks thoſe who have abundance 
of impure blood, ſuch as people labouring under a 
ſuppreſſion of the menſes or haemorrhoides, ſcor- 
butic patients, wine drinkers, and thoſe who have 
led an inactive life. On the contrary, the white 
eruption, he maintains, attacks thoſe whoſe blood 
is vitiated by bad ſeroſity, ſuch as relaxed or ca- 
chectic habits of all kinds; and, with theſe, the 
diſeaſe, he affirms is of a more putrid nature 
than when the eruption is of a red colour. 


With reſpect to the analogy between this and 
other exanthemata, Dr Planchon obſerves, that, 
in point of malignity, it is not unlike to the con- 
fluent, chryſtalline, and gangrenous ſmall-pox, to 
meaſles of a bad character, to the gangrenous ſore 
throat, and to eryſipelas. Nor has it leſs analogy 
to theſe eruptions in the anxiety, oppreſſion, ſigh- 


ing, and particular kind of reſpiration, with which = 


it is accompanied. But the diſcaſe to which it has 
the greateſt reſemblance, is a fever accompanied 


with 
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with ſmall bliſters, mentioned by Sauvages. From 
this, however, it may be diſtinguiſhed by the large- 
neſs of the puſtules which attend the latter diſeaſe, 
From moſt others, it may, in general, be known 
by an acquaintance with the prevailing epidemic. 
From the ſmall- pox, and meaſles in particular, it 
differs in the appearance of the eruption; for in 
theſe diſeaſes, the eruption appears at a particular 
day, but in the miliary fever, no fixed day is ob- | 
lerved. From the red eruption of the gangrenous 
; fore throat, ic diſfers too in continuing frequently 
till the 14th day; whereas, in the ſore throat, 
the eruption ſeldom remains beyond the fifth. 


To the fourth queſtion, Mr Planchon anſwers, 
that the bad ſymptoms which follow the retropul- 
ſion of the miliary eruption, and the favourable 
circumſtances which always ſucceed its appearance 
on the ſkin, abundantly prove it to be a criſis, or 
purification of the maſs of blood. He maintains, 
therefore, in oppoſition to the opinion of Dr De 
* Haen, that it is not to be conſidered as a factitious 
ſymptom induced by hot regimen. On the con- 
trary, he affirms, that patients whom he has 
ſeen labouring under this diſeaſe had not only a- 
voided the hot regimen, but had uſcd refrigerants 
to a conſiderable extent. In confirmation of this 
op: nion, 
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opinion, he cites the authority of Dr Stork, wha 


practiſes medicine in the ſame city with Dr De 


Haen. On this ſubject, however, he acknow- 


ledges that cordials, and hot regimen, will yu 


augment the diſeaſe, 


With regard to the cure of miliary fever, which 
is the ſubject of the 5th queſtion, Dr Planchon 


obſerves, that ir cannot be general, but that it muſt 


be varied according to the ape, temperament, : 
fcx, and ſymptoms 'of the patient, He adviſes 


that bleeding be uſed with people of a ſanguine 
temperament, with thoſe who are plethoric and 
ſtrong, who have a full, hard, tenſe, pulſe, who 


nave ſtrong ſymptoms of fever and inflammation 


in the beginning of the diſeaſe, or who labour un- 
der ſuppreſſed evacuations of blood, and he recom- 
mends it in all cafes, where there is no eruption. 


On the other hand, great weakneſs, with a ſmall 
frequent pulſe, continual ſpontaneous ſtools, and 


a free diſcharge of the lochia in women, immedi- 


ately after delivery, are circumſtances which, he 
imagines, if they do not entirely forbid the uſe 
of the lancet, ſhould lead us to employ it with 


: great caution, | 
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The neceſſity of evacuating the primae viae, in 

this diſcaſe, is pointed out by the nauſea, vomiting, 
bitter taſte in the moutn, furred tongue, foetid 
breath, and nidorovs belchings,which occur in the 


beginning of this fever. With a view of produ- 
cing this evacuation, Dr Planchon recommends 


an antinvonial vomit. But, if the ſymptoms men- 
tioned above do nut occur at the beginning of the 


diſeaſe, he thinks it will be proper, in the firſt 
place, to order ſome digeſtive ſalts, with a view of 
giving a proper mobility to the crudities in the a- 
limentary canal, and in that manner preparing for 


the exhibition of an emetic on the third or fourth 


day of the diſcaſe. This, he obſerves, 1 in general, 
proves the moſt ſucceſsful practice. 


If, after the adminiſtration of an  emetic, the 
crudities of the primae viae continue, with borbo- 


rygmi, weight, and ſwelling at the region of the 


ſtomach, he is of opinion that an anciphlogiſtic 
purgative may be given, without any fear of re- 
tarding the eruption. He thinks that theſe ſymp- 


toms require purging, even after the appearance 


of the eruption, efpccially if the patient have an 


irregular intermittent pulſe, which, he apprehends, 


indicates an accumulation of bile, either in the 


hepatic ſyſtem, or primae viae. The uſe of the 


pur- 
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purgative, he conſiders to be de bed in 


thoſe caſes only, where an alleviation of the ſymp- 


toms has taken place in conſequence of the — 


tion, or of ſweating. 


| Beſides theſe remedies, he recommends diluents 
ro ſupply the diſcharge by ſweating . demulcents 


to blunt acrimony; refrigerants, ſuch as acids and 


aſceſſents, to moderate heat; diaphoretics to aſſiſt 
determination to the ſkin ; anodynes to calm the 
agitation of the nervous ſyſtem ; and cordials, the 


chief of which are wine, camphor, and contrayerva, 


to ſupport the ſtrength of the patient, particular- 


ly in the malignant ſpecies of the diſeaſe. But, a- 
bove all, he recommends camphor, which he con- 


ſiders almoſt as a ſpecific, in the circumſtance laſt 


mentioned. In cafe of a retropulſion of the erup- 
tion, camphor, opium, and bliſters, are the moſt 
ſucceſsful means of bringing it back. 


When the fever is of a very malignant nature, 


and attended with great marks of putridity in the 
fluids, and debility in the ſolids, our author ad- 


viſes that Peruvian bark ſhould be preſcribed, 


which he thinks acts powerfully as an antiſeptic, 
by reſtoring fixed air to the blood. He farther 


recommends, that the Patient mould be kept in a 
moderate 
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moderate degree of heat, that his linen ſnould be 
frequently changed, and the air of his room often 
renewed and corrected by aromatics and vinegar. 
Diuretics, he imagines, may be uſed with advan- 
lage in all caſes of the miliary fever, but particu- 
larly when it attacks women in child-bed, When 
this diſeaſe depends upon a ſuperabundance and 


rarefaction of the blood, in conſequence of ſum- 


mer: heats, and the abuſe of ſpirituous liquors and 
cCordials, he imagines that it ſhould be treated, 


as Dr De Haen recommends,” by bleeding, an- 


tiphlogiſtic evacuants, and refrigerants, 


Under the laſt head of inquiry, which reſpects 


thoſe complaints which the miliary fever leaves be- 


hind it, our author obſerves, that the debility ſuc- 


N it ſhould be obviated by wine and Peruvian 
bark. If there be a diſpoſition to relaſpe, he adviſes 


the uſe of purgatives, in order to evacuate the mor- 
bific matter; and with the ſame view he thinks 


that cauteries may alſo be applied. He recom- 


mends demulcents for obviating acrimony, and 
the Peruvian bark and ſteel, for ſupporting the 
nervous ſyſtem. Dropſical complaints, ſuch as a- 


ſcites, but more frequently anaſarca of the legs, 
ſometimes ſucceed miliary fever, which, according 


o 
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to our author, proceed from a congeſtion of mor. 


bific matter in the part affected. With a view of 
removing theſe complaints, he preſcribes purga- 
tives, a nutritive diet, ſuch a regimen as deter- 


mines to the ſurface, diuretics, and tonics. If hec- 

tic ſymptoms ſupervene, the remedies which he 
eſtee ms molt proper, are bitters, ſpaw-water, and 
milk- diet. When colic with conſtipation occurs, 
| laxatives are required; and, if the pains be violent, 
opium will be neccfſary. For the dryneſs of the 


ſkin, which frequently ſucceeds miliary fever, the 
warm bath, we are told, 1s the moſt proper reme- 
dy. The night-ſweats are beſt counteracted by 


wine, Peruvian bark, and ſtomachic martial pow- 


ders, with bitter purging ſalts to open the belly, as 
occaſion may require. Theſe ſtomachic pow- 
ders are allo, the author affirms, very advantageous 


for counteracting that tendency to watchfulneſs, 


which often diſturbs convaleſcents from this diſ- 


| eaſe; but, if they ſhould fail in producing this ef- 
fect, it becomes neceſſary to have recourſe to opi. 


um. 
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Obſervations and Experiments on the Poiſon of Lead, 
by Thomas Percival, M. D. Fellow of the Reyal 

Society, and of the Society of Antiquaries in Lon- 
don. 12mo, London. 


UC H has, of late, been written concern- 
ing lead, both as curing and inducing 
diſeaſes. Its influence in the latter of theſe ways 
is the ſubject of the treatiſe now before us. The 
induſtrious author begins with the enumeration of 
many facts which ſhew that the deleterious powers 
of lead are not confined to the human ſpecies, but 
are equally exerted on quadrupeds and birds, 
From theſe hiſtories, it appears, that this metallic 
ſubſtance has proved poiſonous to hounds, cats, 
linnets, geeſe, ducks, and other poultry. | 
Iris aqueſtion of great importance in the prac- 
tice of phyſic, whether the colica pictonum be e- 
ver induced in the human ſpecies from the exter- 
nal application of lead ? Mr Goulard, and Mr Ai- 
kin contend that this does not happen; and their 
opin ion 
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opinion is greatly corroborated by the experience 
of the medical faculty, who employed faturnine 
lotions, with above fifty patients, who ſuffered from 
an accidental exploſion of gun-powder at Cheſter. 
But, notwithſtanding theſe ſacts, Dr Percival is 
ſtill inclined to be of the opinion of Dr Baker, that 
lead, externally applied, will ſometimes produce 
its ſpecific effects upon the body. And, in ſup- 
port of the probability of this aſſertion, he relates 
the caſes of ſeveral patients, in wliom convulſive 


and paralytic ſymptonis ſupervened, after the ex N 5 


ternal uſe of lead. 


"I In the ſecond fection, the author relates many 
perticnlars reſpecting the cauſe and cure of the co- 
lica pictonum. From a great variety of facts, it 
appears, that it is brought on in men, birds, qua- 
drupeds, and probably even in fiſhes, from the in- | 
troductionof lead into the alimentary canal. When 
the diſeaſe is recent, the cure is in general attempt- - 
ed by emetics and gentle purgatives. In more 
advanced ſtages of the diſeaſe, theſe Ppurgatives 
are frequently repeated, and oily clyſters thrown 
up. Of late, the oleum ricini has been uſed with 
great ſucceſs. The advantage to be obtained from 
theſe remed: ES 5 has Already been confirmed by ex- 
perience. 
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perience. But our author here recommends the 
trial of another, which, he imagines, will be very 
effectual, both as a prophylactic for the diſeaſe in 
general, and as a cure tor ſlighter caſes. That is 
the uſe of alum. This practice, he ſuggeſts, from 
| having adminiſtred it with the moſt happy effect 
in various obſtinate affections of the bowels, It 
was then given to the quantity of fifteen grains e- 
very fourth, fifth, or ſixth hour; and the third doſe 
ſeldom failed to mitigate the pan, ſometimes en- 
ti irely to remove it. 


In the third ſection, Dr Percival proceeds to 
determine, by experiment, ſeveral important que- 
| (tions, relating to the poiſon of lead. As water, 
impregnated with fixed air, acts as a menſtruum 
both to calcareous earth and iron, the author ſu- 
ſpected that it might exert the ſame property on 


lead. But, after endeavouring to produce ſuch an 


impregnation, hecoulddiſcovernomark of the pre- 
ſence of lead, by the addition of volatile tincture 
of ſulphur, which is a very nice teſt of it. From 
the fame teſt alſo, he could find no mark of the 
_ preſence of lead in water impregnated with alum, 
which had been uſed as a menſtruum for it. Not- 
withſtanding this, however, he does not ſcem to 
be ſatisfied of the ſafety of keeping | hard water in 
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leaden veſſels, and particularly of uſing leadeg 
pumps in wells of this kind of water, as in theſc 
there muſt be conſiderable friction. 


: Suſpecting that the Burſlem pottery, commonly 
known by the name of Queen's ware, might re- 
ceive its beautiful poliſk from a preparation of . 
lead, he tried to determine this by ex; eriment, 
Upon trial, he found reaſon to ſuſpect that lead 
is an ingredient in Queen's ware; but it ſeemed 
to be diſſolved by the vegetable acid, in a quan- 
_ tity ſo inconſiderable as to afford no objection to 
the uſe of that ware. He concludes, however, 
that veſſels of it are improper for Mg acid 
fruits and pickles. 


His next experiments were made with a view 
of determining the effects of white lead uſed as a 


paint. He found that it produced a remarkable 


diminution of the air, and rendered it capable of 
extinguiſhing flame and killing animals. This 
air, however, was rendered W by agita- 
tation with water. Hence, he infers the propriety 
of placing veſſels of water in rooms lately pain- 
ed. He thinks, however, that ſprinkling water 
through theſe rooms, by means of a garden-pot, 
_ would be ain more effectual. 


He 
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Ile found that {lips of oil-caſe, in the compbſi. 
tion of which lead always enters, produced the 
ſame effect upon air as white-lead paint. And, a 


a further confirmation of this, he obſerves, that 
he has often found himſclf diſagreeably affected 
from the uſe of an oil. caſe hood. PL 


As common ſealing walkers are often coloured 
with red- lead in place of vermilion, he cautions 
3 their being ſwallowed, which! 18 ſometimes 

4 practice with children. ” 


To theſe experiments is ſubjoined an apperidis, 
containing three letters. The firſt from Dr Hag- 
garth of Cheſter, affords a ſtriking proof of the 
good effects of Goulard's ſaturnine water, againſt ; 
burns and contuſione. The ſecond is from Dr 
Rotheram at Newcaſtle, who, while he practiſed 
at Hexam, was frequently conſulted for the work- 
men employed in the lead- mines, ſmelting-mills, 
and refineries, in that neighbourhood, Dr Ro- 
theram is of opinion that lead is highly poiſonous, 
when its particles are ſo divided by heat, corroſi- 
on, or ſolution, as to enter the pores or abſor- 
bents of any part of the human body; but more 
particularly thoſe of the lungs and ſtomach. 


2 The 
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The third letter is from Dr John Carte to Df 

Grew, and is dated at Mancheſter 27th of Ofto- 
ber 1678, This letter is extracted from Dr 
| Hooke's philoſophical experiments, publiſhed by 
Mr Derham. It gives a deſcription of the Bel- 
land, a diſeaſe very common in Derbyſhire among 
thoſe who are employed in the lead ſmelting mulls. 
This diſcaſe Dr Carte aſcribes to the fumes of 
lead; but imagines that it is owing to a mixture 
of mercury in the ore. From this letter it ap- 
| pears, that theſe fumes are hurtful to other ani- 
mals, as well as to men; and alſo, that they are 
injurious to vegetables. This treatiſe is conclu- 
ded with a poſtſcript occaſioned by directions 
given in ſome modern books in cookery for reco- 
vering wine when ſour, and preventing it from 
becoming ſo, by means of ceruſſe and of melted 
lead. Theſe practices Dr Percival conſiders as 
having a moſt dangerous tendency. . 
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VL 


| Richardi Mead Monita et Praecepta Medica per- 
multis Notationibus et Obſervationibus illuſtrata, 


Auckore Clifton Wintringham, M. D. C. M. L. 


et R. S. Socio, Equite Aurato, et Medico Regis, 
lim et Valetudinarii proviſi in uſum Britannorum, 


apud exteras gentes bella gerentium, Medico et 


| Praefe: Ao. 2 Tom. Svo, London, 


the notes and appendix ſubjoined to this e- 


dition of Dr Mead's Monita et Praecepta me- 


dica, Sir Clifton Wintringham delivers obſervati- 
ons, drawn from his own experience, concerning, 


the diſeaſes treated of in the text. Without gi- 


ving any analyſis of Dr Mead's work, which has 
long been in the hands of every body, we ſhall 
here preſent our readers with ſuch of Sir Clifton's 
obſervations, as appear to us to be the moſt inre- 
reſting, 
Concerning the ſolution of fevers, he obſerves, 
that no author has yet given any certain mark, by 
which we may know when or by what means a 


3 fever 


A 
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fever is to be carried off. He affirms, we may 
be certain, that nature is endeavouring to effect 
ſome evacuation, if, at any period of a fever, with- 
out an evident cauſe, there ſuddenly enſues more 
full reſpiration, greater quickneſs and ſtrength in 
the pulſe, and a ſenſe of tenſion in the hypochon- 
dria. What kind of evacuation is to enſue will be 


indicated by weight, pain, or itching, with heat in 


the part from whence it is to proceed. He adds, 
that although a criſis may happen by other evacu- 
| ations ; yet it is ſeldom perfect without the aſſiſt- 
ance of a ſweat diffuſed over the whole body, and 
attended with a ſtrong and equal pulſe. 


Pleuriſy, our author obſerves, principally at- 
tacks young people, and chiefly in the ſpring and 
winter. It may be produced by every thing which 
impels the blood, with greater force, or in a grea-. 
ter quantity than uſual, into the arteries of the 
pleura, membranes of the ribs, or intercoſtal muſ- 
cles, and by every thing which diminiſhes the ca- 
pacity of theſe veſſels. The cure is to be truſted to 
bleeding, which our author directs to be perform- 
ed firſt in the arm, in order to diminiſh the ge- 
neral quantity of the blood; and afterwards in 
the foot, by way of revulſion. 
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When treating of intermittents, he denies chat 
a lateritious ſediment in the urine is a diagnoſtic 
mark of them, as he has often obſerved the ſame 
appearance in ſeveral other diſeaſes, He cautions 
againſt confounding, with intermittents, thoſe in- 
flammatory or {corbutic pains, which are common- 
ly aggravated every night. They are to be diſtin. 
guiſhed, he obſerves, by the want of that horror, 
"ain ng, ſtretching, and cold, which generally in- 
duce an intermittent paroxyſm. All anomalous 
intermittents, he obſerves, are to be treated as the 
ſymptoms which they put on may require, till they 
be reduced to ſome regular type; they may then 
be cured by the Nane bark. But if, from 
frequent attacks of the fever, the patient's ſtrength 

has been much exhauſted, it will be neceflary to 
add to the Peruvian bark, ſome ſteel with bitter 
aromatic or diruretic herbs, as being the moſt ef. 
fectual method of preventing a 1 


Concerning don hectic ſevers, Sir Clifton 
Wintringham 8 that they may be referred 
to e cauſes : 1/f, Circumitances obſtructing 
the paſſage of blood through the jungs. 24, Acri- 
mony. 34, Inanition. He recommends ballamics, 


with a view to promote expectoration; but in the 
morning 
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morning only. With the ſame intention alt, 
he adviſes the ſtream of warm water, of warm 
vinegar, or of ſquill vinegar. 


The author chinks i it of importance to point 
out the marks by which it may be known, whe- 


ther epilepſy proceeds from a diſeaſe of the brain 


itſelf, or of ſome diſtant part of the body. In 


the idiopathic kind of epilepſy, he obſerves, that 


the head is always affected with heavinels, pain, 
heat, giddineſs, ſparkling of the eyes, and ſuch 
ſimilar ſymptoms, In this caſe, evacuation, regu- 


lated by the ſtrength of the patient, is the princi- 


pal remedy. In the ſymptomatic epilepſy, on the 


other hand, the affections of the head are ſeldom 


obſerved, and ſome other morbid affection is in 


general obvious; the removal of which carries 


off the epilepſy. 


Beſides theſe, the author obſerves, that there is 


another ſpecies of epilepſy, ariſing from a native 
dieebility of the nerves, and attacking tender girls 


and delicate women on the ſlighteſt agitation of 


mind. To ſuch patients, he recommends bitters, 
| ſteel, and exerciſe; and, if they have any hectic 
tendency, he adviſes that aſſes miik ſhould be gi- 
ven them two or three times every day. 


He 


£ 
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He obſerves, that it is particularly neceſſary, in 
the cure of madneſs, to attend to its cauſe. He 
adds, that the following compoſition given every 
fourth hour, ſo as to ſupport a conſtant nauſea, 
and gently looſen the belly, has proved remarka- 
bly ſerviceable. R Rad. Hellebori nigri, Tartar. 
ſolub. ana z ii. Fol. ſenae 3 ſs. Decoque cum aquae 
pur 15 i. ad colatur. zx. Dein. add. Oxymel {cil- 
lit, 3 ii. Syrup e ſpin. cervin. 3 vi. M. 


Camphor, when given to the quantity of half a 
dram in the evening, he has found uſeful in leſ- 
ſening madneſs, procuring fleep, and bringing on 

a ſweat. He alſo uſes bleeding, gentle laxatives, 
and the warm bath. But he cautions againſt the 
uſe of opium, if given before the violence of the 
diſcaſe has been diminiſhed by evacuations. 


The author divides angina into three ſpecies, 
the watery, the inflammatory, and the contagious, 
In the inflammatory, he cautions againſt throwing 
gargles violently about the mouth; he would have 
them taken warm, and kept quietly in the mouth, 
= the vapours which ariſe may moiſten the fau- 
In the contagious angina, if there be pain 
in * head, and Ruſhing in the face, the author 


v adviſes to begin with bleeding and purging, al 


though 


ig 


ns © 7 or oo Wb 


though the ſtate of the pulſe may not ſeem to re- 
quire theſe evacuations. He adds, that, if the 


{kin be hot and dry, the pulſe quick and hard, the 


Peruvian bark will be highly pernicious, and that 


it ſhould not be given till the diſeaſe has remitted, 
or rather is going off, When the face and eyes 


are pale, when there is ſickneſs of ſtomach, or a 
diſpoſition to faint, with a quick weak pulſe, bleed- 


ing and purging are to be avoided, a vomit is to 
be given, and, afterwards, cordials and anodynes, 


endeavouring, at the ſame time, to keep the fau- 


ces as clean as poſſible by means of gargles. Mild 


clyſters muſt be injected during the whole diſcaſe; 
but care muſt be taken that a diarrhoea be not 
induced, as the patient's ſtrength will be unable 


to bear it. 


Another kind of angina contagioſa is mention- 
ed by our author, in which the affections of the 
throat do not appear at firſt, but are the conſe- 


quence only of a putrid fever. It is to be cured 
in a manner very ſimilar to the former. 


Our author does not agree with Dr Mead, 


mn ſuppoſing that a country-life induces aſthma 


with ſome people, | by increaſing the ſenſibility of 


the lungs. He aſcribes it ro the air being more 
denſe 
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denſe in the country than towns. In conſequence 
of this, it occaſions a greater mechanical preſſure 
on the veſſels of the lungs, ſo that a greater con- 
geſtion of fluids takes place in them than is conſi- 
ſtent with free reſpiration. The cauſes of aſth- 
ma, he aſcribes, either to the veſſels of the lungs, 
to the fluids paſſing through theſe veſſels, or to a 


reſolution or diſtenſion of certain parts and nerves 
which aſſiſt in reſpirat ion. 


Sir Clifton Wintringham is of opinion, that Dr 
Sydenham erred in attributing the cholera morbus 
to ſummer fruits, and in reſtricting the period of its 
attack to the month of Auguſt. He affirms, that 
he has obſerved it in all ſeaſons of the year, and 
even in people who have lived almoſt ſolely upon 
fleſh. He does not deny, indeed, that it appears 
moſt frequently in Auguſt and September. But 
this he aſcribes to the great differences in point of 
heat, at diferent times of the day, during that ſea- 
ſon, by which, matters which ought to have been 
diſcharged by the ſkin, are thrown back upon the 
| ſtomach and inteſtines, and produce cholera, The 
cure which our author recommends, conſiſts in 
bleeding, and large draughts of chicken broth or 


barley- 


* 
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3M barley-water, with clyſters of the ſame, and ano- 
bran carefull y avoiding every thing acrid. 


In dyſentery, che author objects to the frequent 

uſe of emetics, and propoſes to cure the diſeaſe by 

bleeding, accommodared to the ſtrength of the pa- 

tient, emollient and oily clyſters, mild cathartics, 

and anodynes. To prevent a relapſe, he recom- 

mends aſtringents, bitters, aromatics, and balſa- 

mics; and, during the uſe of theſe remedies, he 
adviſes now and then a cathartic, followed by an 
anodyne. | 


When treating of neun ks cives his teſtimony 

in favour of the good effects of tobacco- ſmoke in- 
jected into the inteſtines. He mentions alſo the 

following as a method which he has often found 

: ſucceſsful in removing the conſtipation attending 
. that diſeaſe. He firſt orders an injection contain- 
ing three ounces of antimonial wine, and then di- 
rects the following liniment to be rubbed upon 
the lower part of the belly, particularly about the 
navel : R Medull. Colocynch. 3 i. Ol. olivar, i. 
M. et coque leni igne, donec medulla criſpari vi- 

Aeatur; dein, maſſa adhuc calente, cola. 


Concer ning the cure of dropſy, our author ob- 
ber rves, that, in recent caſcs, it aud be attempt - 


ed 


i 
| 
| 
i 
I 
1 
f 
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ed by acrid, aromatic, and alkaine medicines, as 
theſe ſerve to ſtimulate and ſtrengthen the patient. 
Fut, in the more advanced ſtages of the diſcaſe, 
he thinks that acids are more proper, on account 
of the putrefaction which then takes place, and 

frequently Produces gangrene and  hacmor- 
chages. 


The author ſuppoſes that urinary calculi very 
frequently, if not always, derive their origin from 
the rupture of ſome artery, a little blood being 
thus extravaſated upon which the ſtone is formed. 
This opinion, he thinks, is confirmed, by the ap- 


pearance cf ſome red or brown ſpot in the centre 
of every ſtone, and by the many calculi which 


have been formed upon extraneous bodies lodged 
in the bladder. For the removal of a ſtone lod- 
ged in the ureters, he adviſes bleedings, emetics 
of ſquills, the warm bath, ſtimulating clyſters, bli- 
ſters to the neck and arms, mercurial purgatives, 
and exerciſe in a carriage upon rough roads. 


Sir Clifton Wintringham divides pains in the 5 
joints into thoſe attended with inflammation, and 
thoſe which are without inflammation. The firſt 


he aſcribes to ans, the laſt to acrid and thick hu- 
mouts. 
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mours, with ſuch a ſtate of the veſſels, as will not 
permit them to paſs with eaſe. The pains which 
are free from inflammation, he ſub-divides into 
_ thoſe which are attended with ſwelling, and thoſe 
which are without it. Theſe laſt are again ſub- 
divided into the vague and fixed, the former ge- 
nerally ariſing from an acrimony of the fluids, the 

latter from cauſes which conſtrict or dilate the 
parts affected too violently. For each of theſe ca- 
ſes he points out what he eſteems to be the pro- 
per method of cure, in which he does not differ 
greatly from the common practice. 


Scrophula, according to our author, conſiſts not 
only in a diſeaſed ſtate of the veſſels in the part af- 
fected, but alſo in a lentor and acrimony of the 
fivids which paſs through them. For the cure, 
he adviſes calomel, taken in ſmall quantities, and 
at proper intervals, with diluent and ſedative de- 
coctions of china-root, ſarſaparilla, ſaſafras, or 


guajacum. He girects that mild cathartics ſhould _ 


be given at times, and on thoſe days which are 
ſree from purging, that the patient ſhoukd uſe the 
warm bath or emollient fomentations, with friction 
of the part affected, in order to derive the mercu- 
ry to the obſtructed veſſels, When theſe reme- 

dies have been uſed for ſome time, we are then 
to 
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to have recourſe to mineral waters; and, in order 
to prevent a relapſe, the Peruvian bark and ſteel 
ſhould be taken after the cure is completed. 


Our author ſuppoſes, that hypochondriac pa- 


tients have always ſome obſtruction of the fpleen, 


becauſe they are ſalacious, void much urine, and 


have great appetites, theſe being circumſtances 


which conſtantly occur, although in a greater de- 


 gree, to all animals who have loſt the fpleen. 
The treatment of this diſcaſe is to be varied ac- 


cording to the cauſes upon which it depends. 


When it proceeds from a ſedentary life, the re- 


medies, which our author recommends, are laxa- | 
tive mineral waters, antiſcorbutic juices, mild 

mercurials, ſoap, thin diet, exerciſe, amuſement, 
and, towards the end of the diſeaſe, ſteel, When 
it arifes from debility, the cure is to be attempted 
by aſſes milk, chalybeates, Peruvian bark, and 


gentle exerciſe, When it ariſes from the ſup- 


preſſion of uſual evacuations, it is to be treated 
by moderate bleeding and purging, refrigerants, 
and atodynes, to theſe muſt be added ſuch me- 
dicines as will reſtore the wonted evacuation, as 
bitters, aromatics, acrid gums, and cinnavar z and 
cha- 


| 
| 
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chalybeates and Peruvian bark muſt be given 6 


prevent a * 


The author 3 hyſteria to a particular 
acrimony of the fluids joined to a certain thick- 
neſs of them. He is of opinion, that the cure of 
this diſeaſe, during the paroxyim, cannot be re- 

duced to any general rules. But, he obſerves, 
chat bleeding, at the firſt attack of the paroxyſms, 
and afterwards bliſters, have been very ſucceſsful 
with him in moſt caſes, | 


IV. 


| Knercitatio. Patbologice Semiotica, de veſpertina 
morborum exacerbatione. Vid Danielis Wilhel- 
mi Trilleri Phil. et Med. Doc. &c. Opuſcula 


Medica ac Medico- Philolegica. Vol 3. 4to, Fran- 
cofurti. 


7. has been matter of diſpute among e 
1 whether there be any part cular period of the 
day, at which diſeaſes in general are worſe 
than 
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chan at other times. Our author taking it for granted 

that there is ſuch a period, and that this period is 
the evening, employs this diſſertation in an attempt 
to inveſtigate the reaſon of it. He introduces his 
ſubject, by obſerving that many diſeaſes are pecu- 
liar to different ſeaſons of the year. Hence has a- 
riſen, the diviſion of diſeaſes by the moſt early au- 
thors, into thoſe of ſpring and autumn, of ſummer 
and winter. Proceeding, then, upon this founda- 
tion, he compares the day with the year, ſuppo- 
ſing the different periods of morning, noon- day, 
evening, and night, to correſpond with the diffe- 
rent ſeaſons. Without enlarging upon other pe- 
riods, he conſiders particularly the reſemblance 
between autumn and evening. 


From different authorities, he endeavours to 
prove, that autumn is the moſt unhealthy ſeaſon 
of the year; hence he ſtiles it the bringer of grief, 
and of fruit; the good natured, and the ill natu- 
red; the giver, and the robber. The ſame acci- 
dents, our author maintains, ariſe from the even- 
ing air, as from that of autumn. From the change 
which it undergoes, becoming ſuddenly cold, hea- 
vy, and moiſt, it affects the joints and nerves of the 
Vol. II. N 5 ſick. 
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fick, ſtops perſpiration, wa 18 the pores of the 

ſkin. The ſame air alſo drawn into the lungs af- 

fects their tender fibres, and veſicles, and adds as 
it were, a new diſeaſe to the old. This our author 
takes to be the cauſe of the evening exacerbation 
of all diſeaſes, 


After ſubjoining, from different authors, Wen | 
remarkable inſtances of evening exacerbations, he 
| concludes with expreſſing his aſſent to the truth 
of one of Hippocrates's aphoriſms, in which it is 
aſſerted, that, in moſt diſeaſes, the evening pre- 
ceding the criſis is the moſt troubleſome and moſt 
grievous, in ſo much, that, in many caſes, the Pa- 
tient t often ſeems to breathe his laſt, 


v. Erer. 
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V. 


Exercitatio Patbologica-Semiotica de ingenti diffe- 
rentia vomicarum opertarum et apertarum. Vid. 
PDanielis Wilhelmi Trilleri, Phil. et Med. DoZ. 


Opuſcula medica ac Medico- ca. Vol. 3. 
to, Francofurti. 


Ron the title of this diſſertation, the view 
of the author is ſufficiently apparent. He 
defines a vomica to be pus tunicatum, which, he 
affirms, may exiſt of different ſizes in every 
cavity of the body. While it remains whole, e- 
ven although it be hid in any of the principal viſ- 
cera, patients, ignorant of their iinpænding danger, 
live without any inconvenience. But, upon break- 
ing, it pours out virulent pus, which affects the 


neighbouring ſound parts. 
From this circumſtance, our author imagines 
we are to account for the ſudden death of many, 


mp who have before enjoyed good health. Hel is e- 
= — 
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ven of opinion, that a number of thoſe patients, 
| who are ſuppoſed to die apoplectic, would, upon 
a careful examination, be found to have been cut 
off by the burſting of a vomica in tome of the 
viſcera eſſential to life, 1 85 


Hence, he inſiſts upon the propriety of opening 1 5 
all thoſe patients which become the victims of ſud- 
den death. In ſupport of this opinion, he adds 
many hiſtories of particular caſes, from different 


practical authors, particularly from Nicolaus Maſ- OD 


fa, Dodonaeus, F ernellius, Poterius, Tulpius, 
and Van Swieten. 


" 


VI. Joſeph 
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VI. „ | 


TONS Jacob Plenck Sammlung von Beobachtun- 
gen uber einige C genſtaude der Wunderzney- 
| kunſt. 1j;er Thiel. i. e. A Collection of chirur- 
gical Ob crvations, by Jef p James Plenck, 8 vo, 


* jenna. 


M R Plenck, whoſe 1 writings are already well 
known to the medical world, has formed a 
- deſign of publiſhing a periodical work in ſurgery. 
That he may render it more perfect, he invites 
men of learning and obſervation to communicate 
| their remarks to him, which, if they ſhall be 
deemed worthy of publication, he promiſes to in- 
ſert in the order they are received. One part of 
this work is already publiſhed, and contains diſ- 
: ſertations on various lubjects. 


In the firſt eſſay, the author conſiders the plan 


| of education beſt adapted, for forming an intelli- 
R 3 bent 
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gent ſurgeon. In the ſecond, he treats of the ef. 
fects of thunder and lightning on the human bo- 
dy on this ſubject, many of his opinions are ſin- 
gular. He begins by enumerating the phaeno- 
mena, which thunder and lightning } have been ob- 
| ſerved to produce on mankind. They frequent- 
ly kill, without occaſioning any external injury. 
Sometimes one in a company will ſuffer when all | 
the reſt eſcape, Others again are ſtruck to the 
ground, but eaſily recover, They often leave 
marks upon the ſkin, and in different cavities of 
the body; they give riſe to paralytic affections; 
they occaſion wounds ſimilar to what are produ- 
ced by muſket-balls ; they break the bones with- 
out doing any injury to the ſoft parts; they burn 
the cloaths, membranes, ſkin, and hair; and, in 


fine, will ſometimes even reduce the ae body N 
to aſhes. 


All theie a the author i imagines, may 
be eaſily explained upon the ſuppoſition that thun- 
der and electricity depend upon the ſame princi- 

ple. For the electric fluid quickly penetrates, e- 
ven the moſt ſolid bodies, and breaks whatever 
interrupts its courſe. Beſides chis, it produces a 


rem arkable 
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remarkable expanſion of fluids. Upon theſe gene- 
ral effects, our author attempts to explain all the 
particulars above enumerated, 


After theſe obſervations on the effects of thin- 


der and lightning, he concludes the conſideration 


of this ſubject, by delivering his opinion concern- 
ing the method of cure. As the affections, occa- = 
honed by lightning, are ſometimes extended over 
the whole body, ſometimes confined to particular 
parts, he divides the cure into univerſal and par- 
ticular. The cure, he obſerves, is to be effected, 
by evacuating the veſſels, by ſtrengthening the 
ſyſtem, and by abſtracting the electric matter. 
For anſwering the firſt of theſe indications, he pro- 
poſes blood- letting, and antiphlogiſtic purgatives, 
for the ſecond, 8 bark; and, for the 
third, ſtecl medicines, which he imagines will 
operate by attracting the electrical fire. 


In the next eſſay, the author treats of gun. ſhot 
wounds. Here, likewiſe, he introduces the theory 
of electricity, and, from a diligent compariſon of 
many of the phacnomena, ariſing from thunder, 
with thoſe produced by ſhot, he is inclined to be- 
hive, that the ball communicates to the bo- 
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dy an electric ſhock. Upon this principle, with 


a view to repe] inflammation, alleviate pain, 


and withdraw electric matter, he adviſes, that, 


beſides the ordinary applications, gun- ſhot wounds 


ſhould be fon: ented with water moderately warm, 
in which hot iron has been extinguiſhed. He 

condemns the uſe or {pirit of wine, and all emol- 
lent epithems, as increaſing pain and preventing 
ſuppuration. Internally, he recommends anti- 
: phlogiſtic medicines, and when the ſuppura- 
tion is once begun, the Per avian bark. 


The next ſubject of i inquiry is the chirurgical 


uſe of opium. As opium is evdently acrid to the 


taſte, and as it irritates parts to which it is exter- 


nally applied, the author is of opinion, that it is 


rather to be claſſed among thoſe medicines excit- 


ing heat, pain, and inflammation, than among 
thoſe which refrigerate and ſtupify. He imagines 
that it is hurtful in every caſe of inflammation : 
He condemns its uſe, either before or after chi- 


rurgical operations: And he maintains that in can- 


cers, it — — the n of the diſeaſe. 


He res not, however, ahogether troy the a- 


nodyne and ſtupifying power of opium. But he 
maintains, that theſe effects are not to be expect- 


ed 
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ed from its external application, as he ſuppoſes 
them to depend upon its more volatile parts, 

which ke imagines will not be abforbed, but will 
5 readily fly off into the air. On the other hand, he 
affirms, that, when taken internally, it not only 


acts as an anodyne and antiſpaſmodic, but likewiſe 


irritates the nerves and veſſels, and increaſes the 
motion of the fluids; and he is of opinion that 


its ſtimulant effects in this manner are by much 
the moſt conſiderable which it produces. 


We are next preſented with ſome obſervations 
concerning a wound in the diaphragm, about 
four fingers breadth from the back- bone. At 
| firſt the pain was very inconſiderable, and it con- 

tinued ſo till the ſecond day after the accident. 
But at that time the patient, when going about 
his ordinary buſineſs, was ſeized with moſt acute 


- pains, which continued till next morning, and 


then went off. They ſoon, however, rnd 3 


gain, attended with fever, ſwelling of the abdo- : 


men, and difficulty of breathing ; and on the 
fixth day he died, 


The body was ; examined after death, a+ 
wound was diſcovered in the diaphragm, about an 


inch 
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inch in length, rather towards the left ſide, but e- 5 
qually in the muſcular and aponeurotic parts of it. 


Thro' this opening was found a portion of the colon 


in a mortified ſtate, to which, our author imagines, 

we muſt artribute all the bad ſymptoms above e- 
numerated, and even the death of the patient, 
Hence he concludes, that wounds of the dia- 


phragm, of themſelves, are not ſo dangerous a as 


has! in general been imagined. 


The laſt ſubject here rad of is the uſe of | 


Peruvian bark in ſurgery. Here the author has 
collected inſtances of its employment in gangrene, 
ſuppurations, wounds, and ulcers, cancers, ſero- 
pPhulous complaints, haemorrhages, putrid fe- 

vers, ſpaſmodic affections, diſeaſes of the eyes, 
indurated tumours and inflammations. To theſe 
obſervations, he premiſes a general diſquiſition 
concerning the conſtituent parts of the Peruvian 
bark; with regard to which, it is only neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve, that he is of opinion it contains 
a conſiderable quantity of ferruginous particles, 


which he thinks is evidently proved from its be- 


ing attracted by che magnet. 


VII. Ru- - 
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5 * 


Rudimenia Pyretologias Methadicac, Auftore © 6, 
- _ M. D. dvo. Berolini. 


I is univerſally allowed, that, to practiſe me- 


1 d icine with ſucceſs, nothing is more eſſen- 


tially neceſſary, than that the Phyſician ſnould be 
able, with certainty, to determine under what diſ- 
eaſe his patient labours. That branch of medi- | 
cine, which treats of this ſubject, has been termed 
Noſology. By practical writers, the conſidera- 


tion of it has been conducted upon different 


plans. But the ſingular advantages obtained in 
the different branches of natural hiſtory, particu- 
larly in botany, from following a general ſyſtema- 
ric order, as affording the means of readily diſtin- 
guiſhing individuals from each other, has led to 
the hopes, that ſimilar benefit would acrue from a 
- methodical ſyſtem of noſology. Hence it has been 
the wiſh of ſome of the greateſt names in medi- 
cine, chat an arrangement of diſeaſes, pro- 
Aductive 
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ductive of ſuch advantages, might be obtained; 
and they have even expreſſed their hopes of the 
ſpecdy accompliſhment of this end, ſhould the 


ſubject ever be ſtudied with the attention which 
they thought it merited. The public, however. 
have hitherto been td with few attempts in 
this way. But even theſe ſerve to demonſtrate, 
that a methodical ſyſtem of — 1s both rea- 
| dity attainable, and highly uſeful. = 


The author, now before us, treats at the chil. 


cation of febrile diſeaſes only. He has here of- 
fered a new arrangement of theſe. A view of 
this we ſhall now preſent to our readers, without 
: giving any account of the ſymptoms by which he 
_ endeavours to charakterize each particular ſpecies 
of fever. 


' Ono. . CONTINENTES. 


Genus I. Cox rixrxs Inflammatoria. 


Species. 


SY Simplex. 
6. Complicatae. | 

2. Cum mflammatione kecalil 
— : I. Phlep- 
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J. Phlegmone. 


| 1. Inflammatio oculorum. 
a. externa. 
b. GR 
2. Inflammatio aurium. 
a. externa. 8 
5. interna. 


$-- Inflammatio phary ngis 
1 laryngis 
6. aſperae arteriae 
6 linguae 
7 pleurae 
8. mediaſtinae 
0 pericardii 
10. diaphragmatis 
11, pulmonum 
. pleurae et polmonum | 
15 hepatis, 


4. partis convexae 
5. partis concavae 
c. cyſtidis felleae. 
14. Inflammatio lienis 
_— cordis 
16. renum. 
ö 1 
3. calculoſa, 
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17. In 
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I 7. Inflammatio veſicae urinariat 
18. uteri 


19. | ventriculi 
20 inteſtinorum. 


a. tenuium 
6 craſſorum. 


21. lahenmstie meſenteri 
__ omenti 


=> inteſtinorumet omeati 
24. | cerebri. 


II. Eryf bpelas. 
III. Rheumat! Nuus. 


a: n 

3. in juncturis 

c. in lumbis 
d. in coxa 

e. in latere 


J. in h ypochonerio dextra, | 


g. Cum catarrha. 
a Catarrhus narium 
8 pulmonum. 


oy, Cum dyſenteria. 
d, Cum exanthematibus, 
SY Ha 
2. Variolea, 


3. Va- 
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3. Morbilli 
4. Febris ſcarlatina 


1 urticata 
„rr 
7. Febris eryſipelatoſs 
= miliaris 
1 bulboſa 
160. aphthoſa 
5 petechialis, 


G. I. Conrinens putrida. 


8 pecies. 


4. Simplex. 
6. Complicatae. 


&, Cum mflammatione cali. 


1. . Phlegnone. 
1. Inflammatio pharyngis 


pleurae 

pulmonum 

f pleurae et polmonum 
hepatis | 

uteri 


cerebri. 


u. ). 


— — ——— — — — 
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II.  Eryfipelas. 
III. Rheumatiſ ar 7710 


E. Cum catarrho. 

E Catarrhus narium et faucium 

"© pulmonumn. 
7. 0 um & rſonteria. 
9, Cum exanthematibus. 

1. Peſtis | 

| 2. Variolae 

Morbilli 


3. 
= Scarlatina 
5. Febris erylipelacea 
„ 
f 7. Febris bulloſa 
8. aphbthoſa 
9. petechialis. 
Ox po II. REMITTENTES. 


A. Cum colluvie impura primarum viarum. 


60 1. FEBRIS bilioſa inflammatoria. 


Species. 
4. Simplex. 
6. Complicatae | 


. Cum 
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42. Cum inflammatione locali. 
1. Phlegmone. 
Inflammatio oculorum 
pharyngis 
| pleurae 


I. 

2. 

3 
4 pleurae et pulmonum 
5. LT pulmonum 
. 
7 
8 


eee 
inteſtinorum 
8. inteſtinorum et omenti 
„ m—_— 
II. Eryfpelas. _ 1 
III. Rhematiſimus. 6 7 


= 6. Cum catarrho. 7 


8 > Catarrhus narium 
2. pulmonum. 


7. Cum dyſenteria. 
9. Cum exanthematibus. 
1. Peſtis 
2. Variolae 
3. Morbilli 
4. Febris ſcarlatina 
— urticata . 
„ F. Eb 
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6. Eſſera 

7. Febris eryſipelatoſa 

8. miliaris 

=: aphthoſa 
= petechialis. 
G. II. F EBRIS bilioſa putrida. 

Specter. 
« ks. 
b. Complicatae. 

c. C um inflammatione lcali. Re 


"bs Inflammatio pharyngis 
_ pleurae 
3. pleurae et pulmonum 
4. pulmonum 
8. bhepatis 
ventriculi 
7. inteſtinorum. 


II. Rheumati nus. 


. Cum catarrho. 

7. Cum dyſenteria, 

0. Cum exantbematibus. 
1. Peſtis 


2. Variolae | 5 
. 3. Morbilli 


4 Morbilli 

4. Febris ſcarlatina 
; ery ſipelatoſa 
6. miliaris 

7 petechialis 
* aphthoſa, 


G. III. Früxls cum Colluvie Pituitac in 
Primis Vus. ” 


Species. 


a. Simplex. 
4. Complicatae. 


4. C um in nflammatione hcali.. _ 


Inflammatio pharyngis . 


1. 
2. pulmonum 

3. A 5 
4. ventriculi. 


2. Cum catarrbo. 
1, Catarrhus pulmonum, 


7. Cu um dyſenteria. 


„ um exanthematibus. 


1. Miliaria 
2. Febris petechialis 


wi | * B. Cum 


9 WE DB: 1-C AL 
B. Cum colluvie vermingſa in primis ons. 
G. I. Fr RRIS Verminoſa Inflammatoria. 
Species. T 
0 Simplex. 


6. Complicatae. 


. E um inflmmazione heal. 


5 Inflammatio oculorum 
. pleurae et pulmonum 
e pulmonum. 
II. Rheumatiſmus. : 
g. Cum catarrho. 
Ye Cum exanthematibus, : 
. Fabris eryſipelatoſa. 
G. II. Fi EBRIS Verminoſa Putrida. 
Species. 
4. Simplex. 
8. Complicatae. 


&. C um in n 1 
1. Pleurae et pulmonum. 


. q 1 


1. Febris petechialis. 


Cas 
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C. Ex ulcere interns. 


Species. 
I, Exulceratio pulmonum. 
8 Empyema 
5 Exulceratio bepatis 
. lienis 
5. 7 pancreatis 
Os _renum 
. uteri 
JR omenti 
9. meſenterii 
5 ventriculi et inteſtinorum. 
p. E * ebſtruttione vj U * 
HPpßecies. 


1. Hectica hepatica 
2. meſenterica. 


onspo III. AT ACT &. 


G. I. FrBRIS Nervoſa Acuta Sporadica. 
Species. 


1. Phrenitis 
2. Febris ſoporoſa 


3. Hydrophobia 
4. Febris nervoſa acuta puerperarum. 
3 6. ll. 
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G. II. F EBRIS Nervoſa Acuta ex Contagio. 
 Specres. 


1. Sudor Anglicus 
2. Peſtis acutiſſima 
3. F ebris nervola putrida. 


. peſtis . | 
5. Stadium tertium febrium bilioſo putrida- 
rum. Ro 5 


G. III. FREBRISs lenta nervoſa. 


Species, 


a. Simplex. 
5. Complicatae. 
S Variolae 

2 Morbilli 

3. Miliaria. 


Onpo. IV. INTERMITTENTES. 
"0; TERMITTENS Inflammatoria, 
Species. . 
4. Simplex. 
6. Complicatae. 
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1. Inflammatio oculorum 
„ Sp plweurae et pulmonum 
„ pulmonum. 
8. II. INTERMITTENS Inflammatoria 
1 
Species. ; 
4. Simplex. 
A Cchplicatae. 
1. Inflammatio pleurac et pulmonum. 
6. III, INTERMITTENS Bilioſa Putrida, 
G. IV. INTERMITTENS Pituitoſa. 
G. V. INTERMITTENS Verminoſa. 
G. VI. IN TERMIT TENS Nervoſa. 
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VIII. 


New Obſervations u ben Vegetation. By Mr. Muſtel, 
of the Academy of Sciences at Rouen, tramſiated 
From the French. Vide Philoſophical T ranſace 
tions, vol. 6 3. mor L. 18 London. 


1 . | 
T* doctrine of the circulation of the ſap of 
1 vegetables was once a matter of great 
controverſy ; and, however deciſive the experi- 
ments of Dr Hales againſt fuch a ſyſtem, may ap- 
7 pear! to others, the author of the preſent paper i- 
magines, that they do not afford a ſatisfactory . 
refutation of it. To aſcertain this important 
point, Mr Muſtel inſtituted an experiment, the e- 
vent of which throws light, not only upon the 


preſent queſtion, but likewiſe upon ſeveral | o- 
thers. 


In the middle of winter, he placed, againſt the 
windows of a hot-houſe, ſeveral ſhrubs in pots, 
ſome within the houſe, and others without it. 
Through holes made for that purpoſe i in the panes 


of glaſs, he paſſed a branch of each of the e lub a 


1 
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fo that thoſe on the inſide had a branch without, 
thoſe on the outiide a branch within the houſe. 
After this the holes were cloſed and luted exac- 
ly. The appearances which this experiment af. 
forded, led him to many concluſions. 


The trees within the hot. kouſe unde rwent a 
; their changes during the winter; while their 
brariches put through the panes, and expoſed to 
the open air, underwent none. And the tree 

placed on the outſide of th ie hot houſe continucd 
through the winter in te ſtate cf inactivity na- 


tural to all trees at that time; white its branches 


within the hot houſe put forth fucefively buds, 
leaves, bloſſoms, and fr dit. his even happen ed 
at a time, when the root furniſing theſe branch. 
es was in earth, ſo hard frozen, as to break the 
pot in which it ſtood; and when the top and 
ſtock of the tree were ſo covered with ice, that 
many of the branches were Killed. In this caſe, 
therefore, a Circulation could at moſt take place 
in the vegetating branches only, Dut even ſup- 
poſing that to happen, it could never. be proper- 
iy called circulation, as being contineu to ont 
limb. He conc cludes, cherefore, that the circula- 
tion 
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tion of the ſap i in plants i is not analogous to that 


| of the blocd i in animals. 


Another concluſion which he draws is, that 
each part of a tree is furniſhed with a ſufficient 

quantity of ſap to effect the firſt production of 
bucds; flowers, and fruits. This he infers, be- 
cauſe he thinks it improbab! e, that the branches in | 
the hot · houſe derived their ſap from the roots of 
the tree, at the time when it was buried in hard 
frozen earth, The conſumption thus occaſioned 
in the branch, would, he thinks, be ſupplied at 
the breaking of the froſt, As a farther confirma- 
tion of this opinion, he obſerves, that vegetation 
goes on for ſome time in branches of trees bro- 
ken down, at certain ſeaſons of the year. 


His laſt concluſion is, that it is heat which un- 
folds the leaves, and produces the other parts of 
fructification in the branch expoſed to its action. 
This is evident from the leaves appearing only in 
thoſe parts expoſed to the action of the heat; 
which furniſhes another argument againſt any 

circulation of ſap tak ing place in vegetables, as it 
ſhows this lap to have been in motion only in par- 
ticular parts. 


Many 


7 5 
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J 


Many other conſequences, the author obſerves, 


might be drawn from this experiment; but thef- 


he delays mentioning at preſent; and propefes | 
OY them more at large | in a treatiſe on v 


In the courſe of the above experiments, three 


of the flower-buds of an apple-trec were enawed 
by a ſnail in ſuch a manner, that all the petals 
and ſtamina were deſtroyed, the flower being eat 


to the calyx. As the ſnail's progreſs was ſtopped 


here, the baſis of the piſtillum, and the embryo 
were preſerved. Contrary to expectation, all the 
three bore fruit. The apples were perfectly form- 
ed, and, to the number of ſix or ſeven, of a pretty 


large ſize, upon a bunch. The ſnail had not 
touched ſome other bunches, cac h of which had 


ten or twelve flowers; bur, of thete, not above 


one or two ſhewetd ativ ſigns of fruit. This ſug- 
geſted to him the in of obtaining fruit more 
certainly, by cut. 25 the pctals when the flowers 
were full blown, in imitation of what hag been 
done by the ſnail, With this view, he te 'ed 45 


veral experiments on appl ale, pear, plamb, and 


| cherry bloſſom: cutung o 14 F with . Ar 8 che 8 


tals cloſe to the calyx. In almoſt every one of 


theſe 


\ 
x 
: 
j N 


1 u de 


theſe caſes, he obtained fruit, whilſt ſeveral of 
the neighbouring flowers miſcarried. 


Mr Muſtel, however, thinks it doubtful, whe- 


ther the ſuppreſſion of the ſtamina would not ren- 
der the fruit barren, as the apples which he obtain- 
ed from thoſe flowers of the apple-tree, the ſtami- 
na and petals of which were eat up by the ſnail, 
though they were large and beautiful, were found 
without the leaſt appearance of ſeed, although the 
capſules were formed, as uſual, at their centers. 


IK 


An Account of the Diſcovery of the Manner of ma- 
king Iſinglaſs in Ruſſia, with a particular De- 
ſcriptien of its Manufacture in England, from 
the produce of Britiſh Fiſheries. In a letter from 
 Humphry Jackſon, Eq, F. R. S. io William 
Watſon, M. D. F. R. S. Vide Philoſophical 
Tranſaclions, vcl. 63, part 1. 4to, London. 


SiNcLAss, fiſh glue, or ichthyocolla, is a con- 
4 ſiderable article of commerce. The fiſh, 


from 
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from which it is procured has been mentioned 
by ſeveral natural hiſtorians : But the proper me- 
thod of manufacturing it has long remained a ſe- 
"a. 2 e Bs 


The author of the letter now before us intro- 


duces his ſubject, by obſerving, that Pomet, from 
whom many others ſeem to have copied their ac- 


counts, has greatly miſtaken both the conſtituent | 


matter and preparation of iſinglaſs. From his ac- | 
count of the proceſs, we are led to ſuppoſe, that 
it may be procured from every ſpecies of fiſh af- 
fording gclatinous principles. Truſting to the 
authority of chemical writers, Mr Jackſon's at- 
tempts to diſcover the conſtituent parts of iſin- 
glaſs were at firit without ſucceſs. Glue, not i- 

ſinglaſs, was the reſult of every proceſs. A jour- 

ney to Ruſſia, with a view of ditcovering this ſe- 
cret, was as unſucceſsful as his other attempts. 
But, by a ſteady perſeverance, he, at length, not 
only gained his end, but in the purſuit, difcover- 
ed alfo a reſinous ſubſtance, plentifally procura- 
ble in the Britiſh fiſheries, which experience has 

confirmed to be poſſeſſed of the fame proper- 

„„ SE 


1 In 


Z 


In conſidering this ſubject, Mr Jackſon firſt 
gives the reſult of ſome experiments, which ſhew 
the impracticability of making iſinglaſs by a pre- 
vious ſolution of animal matters, according to 


the proceſs delivered by molt authors. He then 


ſhews, that it is nothing more than certain mem- 
branous parts of fiſhes, diveſted of their natural 
mucoſity, rolled and twiſted into various forms, 
and then dried in the air. This is proved by the 

following experiment: If long or ſhort ſtapled 
 ifinglals be ſteeped for a few hours in cold water, 
and then untwiſted, the membranes of which it 

is compoſed will expnad, and reaſſume their for- 
mer original hue, By a dexterous addreſs, they 
may even be perfetty unfolded, 


The finer ſort of ! is 1 from the 
ſounds, or air-bladders, of all forts of freſh-water 
fiſh. In Muſcovy, however, it is chiefly prepared 
from thoſe of the beluga. The book, or ordi- 
nary ſtaple iſinglaſs, ſeems to be prepared from 
the inteſtines, and probably alſo from the perito- 
neum of che fame kinds of fiſh, 


The parts of the kh from which the iſinglaſs 
is formed, particularly the ſounds, are taken out 
while freſh and ſweet, they are then ſlit open, 
waſh- 


COMMENTARIES. 237 


waſhed from their ſlimy ſordes, diveſted of every 
thin membrane which invelopes them, and af- 
terwards expoſed for a little to the air, that they 

may, in ſome degree, ſtiffen, When, in this 
ſtate, they are formed into rolls of different length, 
and thickneſs, or into what is generally called 
Book and Cake Iſinglaſs, and they are afterwards 
completely dried in the open air. 


Our author imagines, that the peculiar ſhapes 
in which we at prefent find ifinglats, were given 
it at firſt, with a vicw to diſguiſe the real ſub- 
ſtance of which it conſiſts. As this, however, = 
in the Britiſh fiſheries, would be unneceſſary, he 
imagines it will anſwer every purpoſe i in its native 
ſtate, without any ſuch preparation. 


As a | ſpecies of iſinglaſs, procured from the 
marine fiſheries, may be more immediately en- 
couraged, Mr Jackſon propoſes a method of pre- 
paring it from the ſounds of cod, and ling. The 
iſinglaſs prepared from che latter of theſe fiſh, 
will admit of any ſhape ; that from the cod of the 
| book-ſhape only. From the cartilaginous nature 
of the ſturgeon, it might be imagine. chat it 
ſhould yield a large proportion of ihnglafs. Un- 


GN -- 
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on eX1: mination, | however, ths Is s found not to be 
the caſe. 


This paper is conelu led with an account of the 
effects or iſinglaſs on compoſitions of plaſter, © on 
lime, for ornamenting walls expoſed to the vi- 


ciſſitudes of the weather, If it be diffolved in 


cold water, acidulated with vitriolic acid, and 


| then mized with the above compoſitions, it forms 
an indiſſoluble firm concrete of extraordinary 


ſtrength and durability. In this compoſition, 


the acid quits the jelly, and forms with the lime 


a ſelenitic maſs ; while, at the ſame time, the Jel- 

ly being deprived of its moiſture, by the forma- 

tion of an indiſſoluble concrete among its parts, 
ſoon dries, and hardens into a firm body. 


X. An 
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X. 


Aa experimental Inquiry into the Figure and Com- 

Poſition of the Red Particles of the Biood, common- 

ly called the Red Globul:s, Being a Copy of a 

Paper lately read before the Royal Society. By 

William Hewſon, F. R. 5. and Ti eacher of Ana- 
tomy. Ato, London. 


O Nc the time of Leeuwenhoeck, the red par- 
8 ticles of the human blood have, in general, 
been ſuppoſed to be ſpherical. This figure, how. 
ever, has been doubted by Father de la Torre, 


and ſome others; and the induſtrious author f 


the diſſertation now before us, whoſe labours, ex- 
erted with the moſt happy ſucceſs for the im- 
provement of others, have unfortunately proved 
fatal to himſelf, likewiſe controverts this opinion. 
Having made ſome new obſervations on this ſub- 
ect, he here preſents them to the public. 


He introduces his ſubject, by obſerving, that 
theſe particles in the blood are found very gene- 


rally extended over the whole animal creation. 
Vor. II. T _ Ic 
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It is, however, by the aſſiſtance of the microſcope 
only, that they can be diicovered. In all the ex- 
prriments mentioned in this paper, one excepted, 
the ſingle microſcope was employed, which tho* 
inferior in magnifying povrers to the compound 


microſcope, is much ſuperior to it in diſtinct- 


5 neſs. 


Mr Heu ſon affirms, dich i the WINE blood, a 


blood of other animals, diluted with ſerum; with 


water having ene fixth, or one tweifth of any neu- 


tcral ſalt diſſolved in it; or with urine, when ſtrong- 


ly impregnated with ſalts, ſhews the particles, im- 


properly called globules, to be flat bodies, having 
a dark ſpot in the middle. And this figure, he ob- 
| ſerves, they not only ſhew in extravaſated blood, 
but alſo in that circulating in the veſſels of ani- 


mals. The fize of theſe particles, he obſcrves, 
varies, not only in different animals, and in the 


{ame animal at different times, but even in the 


ſame animal, and at the ſame time. They are, 


however, upon the whole, largeſt in the ſkate, 


and ſmalleſt 1 in the OX, mouſe, cat, bat, and als, 


If Blood be examined, when diluted with a 
ſtronger ſolution of neutral ſalt tlian that men- 
tioned above, the particles ** farivelled and 


co 
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contracted, If it be examined without dilution; 
as It flows from a vcin, though ſpread very thin 
upon talk or gals, it appears a confuſed maſs, in 
which the particles cannot be ſeen ſeparate from 
each other. It is, therefore, to proper dilution; 

that Mr Hewſon attributes his ſucceſs in de- 

tecting the real figure of the red particles of the 
human blood. IL-cuwenhoeck himſelf allowed. 
that, in fiſhes, and amphibious animals, theſe bo- 
dies were flat and eliptical; and our author ima- 
gines it probable, that he concluded them to be 
ſpherical in quadrupeds and in the human body, 
rather from theory than obſervation ; for, as the 
bleed which he examined was not ilutad, ! fy 
could not be qualified to deſcribe them. 


When the particles are diluted with water, they 
appear firſt ſpherical, and then diffolve, When 
they have aſſumed a ſpherical figure, the black 
ſpot before ſeen in their middle, may be obſerved 
 {ymetimes to turn and roll from one fide to the 
other, and ſometimes to ſtick to the fide of the 
bhi like a pea in a bladder. The dianicter 
of theſe ſpheres is leſs than their largeſt diameter 
v hen in a flat ſhape ; and the blackiſh bodies ap- 

pew o be leſs ſoluble, than the veſicle containing 
„ 2 55 them. 
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them, as they remain after the diſſolution of the 


veſicles. From theſe obtjervations, Mr Hewſon 
concludes, that the particles of che blood are not, 


as Father de la Torr £ ſuppotza, annular or hol- 


low rings, and thot the blackith ſpot, which he 
imagined to be a perforation, is a ſolid body con- 
tained in a veſicle, the ſides of v h ch are mo with N 


à ſubtile fluid. 


Blood, beginning to putrify, when diluted with 
freſh ſerum, or freſh blaud diluted with putreſ- 


. + 


cent ſerum, exhibits particl3 * mulberries, or 
rough ipheres, the diamctcrs of which are lets 


than the iargeit diameters of the particles in a flat 


ſhape. In blood beginning to putrify, the 


particles ſometimes break to picces, ard the black 


{pot is fiſſured thro' its middle. Fheſe phaeno- 


mena our author conſiders to be farther argu- 
ments againſt the annular ſtructure of the ted 


globules. 

Mr Hewſon maintains, that there is nothing 
regular in the number of parts into which the 
veſicles break; though Fatter de la Torre ſup- h 


| polſcd cach O be compoſcd cr 1CVCN joints, into 
which they regularly broke down ; and Leeuwen- 
| hoeck imagined, th.t each glvbule conſiſted of 


ix leſſer ones, 


After 


COMMENTARIES, 293 


After theſe experiments on the blood diluted 
with pure water, and with water impregnated with 
different proportions of neutral falts, Mr Hewſon 
concludes, that the uſe of the ſerum is to preſerve 
the flat ſhape of the veſicles. And from obſer- 
ving, that both a very ſtrong ſolution, and a very 
dilute one, alter their ſhape, he thinks it proba- 
ble, that nature has lmited the proportion of water 

and ſalts in our blood; but that in this proportion 
there is fore latitude. He imagines likewiſe, 
that the mucilage of che lymph has fome ſhare i: 
preſerving the flat ape of the red article, 
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| Medical Obſervations. 


P 


I. 


The Account of a very extraerdinary Enlargement of ; 
the Stomach, diſcovered upon Difſjetion. by 
Mr Thomas Anderion Surgeen in Leith. 


Max, about ſixty years cf age, by trade a 

weaver, kad, for a conſiderable time, com- 
plained of want of appetite, indigeſtion, flatul-n- 
ey, and pain in his bowels. In February 1766, 
ne was attacked with an obſtinate coſlive::cls, 
which was with difficulty removed. After this, 
be continued in his uſual ſtate ef health, till a- 
tout the middle of July, He had then a return 


01 
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of the coſtiveneſs, attended with violent vomit- 
ing. The coſtiveneſs was again removed by pro- 
per remedies, upon which the vomiting ceaſed. 
But, afterwarcs, he had a periodical return of 
vomiting every evening between eight and nine 
oO clock; and he never had a ſtool without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of an injection, which he got regularly 
every ſecond night. In this way, he continued 
to linger tiil he died. N 


I obtained leave to open his body, and the 
preternatural ſtructure, which I diicovercd, upon 
diſſection, was of a very ſingular nature. When 
the abdominal integuments were laid aſide, a 

large plain ſurf, ce, extending from the ſternum 
to the pubis, and from the one ſide of the abdo- 
men to the other, was expoſed to view. This un- 
common appearance ſurpriſed thoſe who were pre- 
ſent; nor was their ſurprite diminiſhed, when, 
upon examination, it was found to be the ſtomach 
enlarged to ſuch a ſize as to fill the whole abdo- 
men. Its fundus deſcended fo far as to reach with- 
in the pelvis. Here the ſmall guts were entirely 
lodged, They were cloſcly preſſed together, and 
quite empty. The caput colt was in its natural 
ſituation; but, as well as the whole curvature of 
ST ; | . the 
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the colon, it was covered by the ſtomach. The 
colon at the ſygmoid flexure was very hard, and 
much thickened, ſo as greatiy to ſtrate n the ca- 
nal. For about three inches in length, it wa not 
wider than a gooſc-quill. Every other part of 
the inteſtines appeared to be in the natural Cate, 


and no ſcirrhus could be oblervo in any other 
viſcus. 


1 


1 be Hiftory «f a Carcinomatous Ulcer ia the Mauth, | 
cured by the application of Leeches, By Mr John 
Bacon Apothecary in York. 


R F. P. a tobacconiſt in Wetherby, about 

34 years of age, came to York to con- 
ſult my father in May 1768, for an uicer in his 
mouth, with which he had ben afflicted almoſt 
tor a twelvemonth. The left tonſil was nearly 
conſumed, and the wound emitted a thin ſanious 
oflenſive matter, attended with ſhooting pain. 
He had conſulted an eminent phy ſician at Leeds, 

and ſeveral others of the faculty. 


By. 
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By their advice he had tried various remedies, 
but without any eXca. by facher, judging that 
: the caſe r igut be venereal, or re him a ſoiution 
of cu ro ve fublimate mercury in brandy, with a 
decction of ſarſaparilla and Unfure of Plruvian 
bark. Theie medicines he tock tor ſome time, 


but without any alleviation of his complaint. 


The following month he returned again to 
York. My father now began to ſuſpect his caſe 
to be cancerous; but, without commanicating his 
ſufpicions, deſitcd him to conſult Dr Dealtry. 

The Doctor confirmed this opinion, and immedi- 
ately put him upon a courſe of hemlock joined 
with r.crcury. He was allo ordered a gargle, with 
extract of hemlock and pectorai decoction. With 
' this, I uſed to ſyringe his throat, which was now 
become extremely offenſivc. He continued theſe 
| remedies about a month; the cancer growing 
daily worſe and worſe. The diſcharge at length 
became intolcrably otenitve, and lo acrimonious, 
that, upon touching the parts with a ſilver ſoon, 

it was unmevlately tinged, as if it had been im- 
merſed in oil of vitriol; 2nd the (nooting pains 
were now extremely tormenting. Death indeed 
ſecmed to be the only probable: means for deli- 


vering 


we ME d ee A 
vering the unhappy patient from this ſhocking 
and deplorable ſituation. I cannot ſay, that 1 - 


ever remember to have feen | it approach in a m 
hideous form. 


Ile was very deſirous of returning to his wife 
and family. But, being about to depart, an ac- 
quaintance happened accidentally to call upon 
lim, who, upon being told that Dr Dealtry had 
given him up, deſired he would conſult an old 
woman, who at that time lived in Vork, and was 
famous for many cures in ſurgery. His friend 
was ſo very preſſing in his ſolicitations, that he 
reſolved to comply, although, as he has ſince 
told me, his faith was not very great. 


The old gentlewoman inſpected his throat ; 
and, afccr beſto ing à few ſharp appellations on 
the faculty, ſhe very confidently promiſed him a 
ſpredy cure, by obſerving the following direc- 
tions. She ordered him to apply, under his 
5 tongue 2s many leeches as he could place there 
at a time; and, after they dropt off, to put a 
roaſted fig to the bleeding parts. This ſhe told 
kim to repeat at intervals, till he was perfectly 
well, which the again ſured him, would be in 
01 Very bert time. IS 
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It was with difficulty he could be got home 


| that night; and, when he arrived, it was ſo late, 
that the application of the I:eches was deferred 
till the next day. Four were then applied to 
the place directed; every one of which, after re- 
maining on about five minutes, dropped off dead. 
Ie found his throat immediately eafier. The next 
day he had fix lezches applied to the ſame place, 
which after ſucking for the ſpace of about ten 
minutes, dropped from the part; but ſome ct 
them ſurvived. Hs throat was now very con- 


1 ſiderably relieved, and he ſrrallowed with much 


greater facility than before. A few days after 


this, he had a third application of the leeches, 
ſome of which alſo died. 


The ichorous diſcharge, which was before! in- 
tolerably offenſive, gradually diminiſhed, and be- 
came purulent. In fine, after purſuing this me- 
thod for ſome time, every dreadful ſymptom va- 
niſhed, and he became, to all appearance, perfect- 
ly well. He has continued free from his com- 
plaints ever ſince. But, after working too free- 
ly at his buſineſs, he new and then feels a pain 
in his breaſt, about the inferior edge of the ſerra- 
tus muſcle, which ſhoots to his ear, and from 


thence 
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thence up the ſide of his head to his face. hefe 
pains, however, never affect him but upon ne- 
glect of bleeding with leeches, which he has ge- 
nerally done three or four times a year, ever ſince 
he had his diſorder; and this practice always gives 
him immediate relief. He is in every other re- 
ſpect perfectly well. and has no glandular ſwel- 
lings in any part of | his body. 


III. 


The Hiſtory of a Caſe, in which a Tumour in the As- 
domen, after Delivery, was imagined to be a ſe- 
cond Child; but ſac after ſpontaneouſly diſap- 
peared, By Ar om 4 Aikin Sogn at War- 
rington. 


RS 6 of adelicate habit of body, the mo- 
ther of ſcveral children, was taken in la- 
bour in the night of October 23. 1773, and de- 
livercd of a ſmall child, which appeared to have 
| been a ſhort time dead. The midwife, upon diſ- 
covering that her belly continued much diſtended, 
luſpecting that there was ſtill another child, ſent 
Ee GE „ 
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for me. I ſound the placentia lying looſe in the 
vagina. I removed it; but, upon introducing 
my finger, I could not feel any other ſubſtance 
preſenting. I then laid my hand upon the ab- 
domen, and diſtinctly felt through the thin inte- 
guments, a large ſolid ſubſtance, of an irregular 
form, ſtretching high up above the navel. I made 
little doubt that this was a ſecond child; and 1 
thought I could diſcover the protuberances of its 
limbs, and the reſt of its body. However, as 
there was no flooding, and as the patient was 
weak and fatigued, I did not think proper to at- 
tempt immediate delivery. After waiting, there- 
fore, for ſome hours, as no labour-pains came on, I 


gave her an opiate; and left her under the care of 
the midwife. 


1 feund her much in the ſame ſtate next morn- 
ing; but the tumour was ſomething lower in the 
| abdomen. I continued to viſit her daily, and 
found no other ſymptoms but thoſe uſually ſuc- 
ceeding labour. The after-pains were moderate; 
the lochial diſcharge was at firit ſmall, bur af- 
terwards very conſiderable in quantity, and of a 
| flimy, foul appearance. The tumour gradually de- 
ſcended, ſoftened, and diminiſhed ; and in leſs 
: | | | than 
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than a fortnight, it was quite imperceptible. The 
patient was at that time as well recovered as any 
of her weakly conſtitution could expect, after a 
common delivery. Her ſtools were regular, but 
the ſecretion of milk was bur ſmall, as had been 
the caſe with her at her laft lying in. 


On 1 inquiry, 1 learned, that her belly was not 
obſerved to be enlarged before pregnancy; that 
ſhe had been in a poor ſtare of health du- 
ring the courſe of her pregnancy, having conti- 
nual pain in the region where this tumour was 
found, with thirſt, hectic heats, and want of ap- 
petite. She had for ſome years paſt undergone 
a good deal of hardſhip and diſtreſs, from cir- 
cumſtances of misfortune. She was, at the end 
of ſix weeks after this delivery, in better health 
than ſhe had been for many years before. 
A practitioner of eminent ſkill and experience 
in this town informs me, that a caſe, almoſt ex- 
actly ſimilar to this in its ſymptoms and termina- 
tion, fell under his care fome years ago. 


wv. 4 
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An Acceunt of ſingular Appearances from Afſefions 
_ of the Liver, in two caſts. By Mr James Hilt 
Surgton in Dumfries. 


. A I., when about ten years of age, 
received a hurt on her ſide, by a fall from 
a horſe. This was ſucceeded by ſwelling and 
hardneſs of her liver, and of all the epigraſtric re- 
gion, which gradually increaſed for eleven years, 
For tome part of that time, ſhe was much affected 
with ſhortneſs of breathing; and coughed up con- 
ſiderable quantities of blood and pus, mixed with 
hydatic globules and their membranes. By theſe 
ſymptoms, ſhe was ſo much reduced as to be a- 
ble neither to ſtand nor ſit; but was obliged to 
lie conſtantly on her left fide. og 


Notwithſtanding the diſcharge by cough, the 
| ſwelling continued to increaſe, till her belly was 
as big as is uſual at the end cf pregnancy. Ac 
length two prominences appeared near each other, 

ad : 
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a little below the falſe ribs. And, on the 1 Fg 
of June 1752, they broke, by ſeveral {mall ori- 
fices, which diſcharged a confiderable quantity ot 
thin matter during that nighi. By next morning, 
three cr four of theſe ſmall orifices had fallen in- 
to one, and made an opening as largt as the palm 
of onc's hand. Through this, upon removing 
the bandage, there f prung out three hydatides, 
each as large as a gooſe- egg. The cyſts, though 
perfectly tranſparent, were ſo ſtrong, that ane of 
them did not break by falling on the Corr. From 
this ſudden diſcharge, ſhe had almoſt tainted ; but 
this was prevented by replacing the bandage. On 
the third morning, two more hydatides came a- 
way ; beides the ie, ſeveral me:nbranes were diſ- 
charged, which icemed to have been hydatides of 
the fame fize. For eight days after, at every 
dreſſing, multitudes of ſmaller ones were forced 
out, eſpecially if ſhe coughed. | 


A large A continued from this orifice 
for nine months; and, for three months longer 
it gradually diminiſhed. The cough and ſpitting 
alſo declined, and were entirely g gone, by the time 
the external orifice was healed. She continued, 


for thirteen years after this healthy and ſtrong, 
1 being 
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being tied only with a ſhortneſs of breathing 


upon walking quickly, and being groſſer about 
: the middle than * 


A the beginning of F W 1766, chow 
large tumours appeared on different parts of her 
abdomen; but they ſeemed to be ſeated no deep- 
er than the muſcles. They were attended with 
fever and exceſſive pain. After poultices had 
been for ſome time applied to them, the contents 
of one of them, which lay on the left ſide, be- 
tween the ſpine of the ileum and the ribs, made 
their way into the inteſtines. After which, great 
numbers of hydatides, with a conſiderable quan- 
tity of blood and pus, were diſcharged by ſtool. 
The others broke outwardly ; and for three or 
four years after, at different periods, tumours | 
appeared on different parts of the abdomen, from 
all which hydatides were diſcharged. Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe threatening appearances, this pa- 
tient obtained a perfect recovery, and is now a- 
live, and in good health. For theſe four years 
paſt, ſne has been able to undergo the fatigue of 


freeaping during the harveſt, and of any other 


country-work. OS be 
r 9 on © 


— 
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II. 


3 , on the morning of the ;oth of 
May 1770, walked about five miles to market, 
and returned in the evening. Immediately upon 
getting home, te complained of a molt intolera- 
ble ſenſation of cold over his whole body, elpe- 
cially in his legs; but to others he felt rather 
warm. To this luperveencd other feveriſh tymp- 
toms, which were accompanied with a pain in 
the right ſide of his breatt and belly. This pain 
was, in a few days, confined to the breadth of half 
a crown, in the region of the liver; but was exccl- 
ſively ſevere. Soon after, a cough came on, and 
he expectorated phlegm for about ten days. This 
was ſucceeded by a diſcharge, which was generally 
of a yellow colour; ſometimes, however, it was 
greeniſh, and, at other times, of a browniſh caſt. 
With it there were mixed bags, reſembling the 
ſkins of gooieberries, which appeared to burſt. 
This ſtuff came up both day and night; ſometimes 
it was diſcharged to the extent of many ounces, as 
faſt as he could ſpit it; at other times, he had an 
in interval for ſome hours. Meanwhile he was cx. 
tremely coſtive, ſeldom having above one fool. 


= 
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in three or four diys, without the help of medi- 
ines. ED _ 
I aid not fee him til! the Sou of July, which 
was about two menths after the attack of his 
diſeaſe. 1 was then not a lic _ farpriſed o find 


nim coughing up mont 9h fuls of fluid bile, As I 


had never feen a {imilar d! (charge before, the no- 
velty of the appearance induced me to examine it 
with great attention. There can » therkure be 
little reaton to i:: dag ine e 1 was miſtaken. I order- 
ed . a faline mixture. But, a few days after 
it was Cone, a looienels came on, without any 
medicine. What he diſcharged by ftool was as 
white as milk, and continu<d to for eight or ten 
days. He chen recovere d fo far as to be able, 
on the 15th of Auguſt, to ride two miles from his 
Own bole But, as he returned, he was leized 
with a violent ft of coughing, which laſted for 
about an hour; and, during whica, he expe cto- 
rated a conſiderable quantite of ſtuff, as red a 
brick-duſt. After this, he recovered Satly 
and, on the 29tli of May 1773, l Jaw him in 
perfect health. 

From the above, and many more inſtances, 
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which I have both ſeen and read of, may it not, 
with as much propriety, be ſaid, that ſome peo- 
ple have hydatic conſtitutions, as that others 
have ſcrophulous or ſcorbutic conſtitutions ? 
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Medical News. 
A 


IX Przcivar acquaints Dr Duncan, that 
he has tried the flowers of Zinc in ſeve- 
ral epileptic caſes with good ſucceſs ; and that he 
has received the following account of the efficacy 
of this medicine from a phyſician of great and 


dcſcrved eminence in his profeſſion. 


have lately ſeen ſome remarkable good ef- 
fects from the flowers of zinc in epileptic and 
ſpaſmodic caſes. A young woman, a patient of 
the Infirmary, had been ſubject to firs of the e- 
pileptic kind for a conſiderable time; which of 
late had increaſed ſo much upon her, that ſhe 
could not be truſted by herſelf even for a mo- 
ment, as ſhe fell down often without the Jeaſt 
ne 0 | no- 


„ n een 


notice; and ſhe had frequently four or five fits 
in a day. After gently opening her body with 
Pil. Gummoſ. and a little Aloes, I cave ker Flor. 
Zinci gr. v. in ſyrup, tluice a day. After the 
firſt day, ſhe entirely loſt her firs; and, in a 
month, was e from the hoſpital. } 
have not heard any thing from her fince ; fo that 
Ds oppor the is cured. 


40 A girl, fn years old, was cured of 2 
Chorea Sancti Viti, by taking gr. i. of that medi- 
cine night and morning; after two doſes of the 


Pil. Rufi and Gummol. 


A boy, ſixteen years old, was received a pa- 
tient at the Infimary, for evileptic fits, ſuppoſed 
to ariſe from worms. He was put under a courſe 
of anthelmintics, which was continucd for ſeve- 
ral weeks, without any advantage. I then gave 
him the flowers of zinc, at firft, in doſes of two 
grains thrice a day, This diminiihed the fre- 
quency of the fits; but, as they ſtilf returned, 
though with ſomewhat leis violence, once in two 
or — days, the doſe was encreaſed to five 
grains. After this, he miſſed the fits for a fort- 
night; the doſe was then increaſed to ſix grains; 
and he had afterwards 1.0 more returns for a 
month; 
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month; at the end of which time, he was ſent 
home. 5 
In ſome caſes where the zinc has not entire- 
ly removed the fits, it has very much abated the 
ſpaſms. I do not find that it promotes any eva- 
cuation, except chat in ſome, upon being firſt ta- 
ken, it occaſions a little ſickneſs, which goes off 
ey a ſtool. It ſeems od, that it ſhould fit ſo 
eaſily on the ſtomach, ſince the metallic ſalt made 
from it, the Vitriol. Alb. is fo violently emetic. 
« ] cannot forbear mentioning, tliat the apo- 
thecar! es, who do not make this ; medicine them- 
| ſelves, are very liable to be impoſed upon. I 
lately ſaw a parcel ſent from a druggiſt, which was 
a mere corroſion of the zinc, and indeed prepa- 
red with fo little care, that the acid was not 
waſhed from it. This certainly would have pro- 
ved a very rough medicine. 


* * * * #* 


Fron n the high reputation which the colunibo 
root has now acquired, the price of that medicine 
has of late been greatly raiſed. But it is more to 
be regreted, that there has been no freſh impor- 
tation of it into Britain for a conſiderable num- 
ber of years. It becomes therefore the duty of 
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every phyſician and apothecary to be particularly 
attentive to what he preſcribesor purchaſes. For, 
on the one hand, there is reaſon to apprehend, 
that, from the ſcarcity and adyanced price, it 
will be much adulterated; and, on the other, it is 
but natural to ſuppoſe, that, unleſs kept with great 
care, it will have ſuſtained much {injury from 
time. Thus a valuable and efficacious medicine 
. may be . into unmerited diſcredit. 


» % * *% * 


We have ſeen a paper written by Mr Hill far- 
geon at Dumfries, concerning the aſcent of wa- 
ter, and other fluids into the air. From this pa- 
per, it appears, that the doctrine which ſuppoſes 
_ evaporation to depend on the air acting as a men- 
ſtruum to water was publiſhed by him in the Me. 
_ dical Muſeum in the year 1763, prior to its being 
publiſhed by any other Britiſh begs who 
has adopted the ſame opinion, 


Dr Monro at Edinburgh has lately received 
from Mr Hill an inſet, which was blown out of - 
a gentleman's noſtril. It was diſcharged alive, 
and continued in that ſtate for ſome hours, creep- 
ing about ſlowly on a table. It was then put in- 
to ardent ſpirits ; ſoon after which | it died, 


This 
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This inſect is about an inch and a half long. 
and ſeems to be of the Scolopendra kind, altho? 
it does not exactly anſwer to any deſcription given 
by Linnaeus, It is ſingular, that Dr Monro has, 
art different times, received from ſeveral other gen- 
tlemen, inſects of preciſely the ſame kind, all of 
which were allo blown from the noſtrils of dif- 

: ferent perſons. 


* * # * * 


Mr Copland ſurgeon at Kirkcudbright has late- 
ly performed, with ſucceſs, the operation of the 
trepan, as low down on the occipital bone, as to 
expole the integuments of the cerebellum. The 
patient was a man about thirty years of age, who 


became affected with ſtupor and paralyſis, in con- 


ſequence of a blow on the back part of his head. 
In performing this operation, an artery in the 
ſubſtance of the bone happened to be wounded, 
from which ſuch a haemorrhage enſued, as obli- 
ged Mr Copland to deſiſt, _d to turn out a cir- 
cle of bone a little lower down. After this was 
done, it appeared, that the ſkull had before recei- 
ved a conſiderable injury at that place. In con- 
ſequence of this, an irregular growth in the bone 
had taken place; and he round! i, at one part, no 
GE 
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leſs than nine tenths of an inch in thickneſs: 
Hence, the head of the trepan could not pene- 
trate through the whole thicknets of the bone at 
once, it being, as uſual, cloſed at the top, and 
not more then three fourths of an inch in depth. 
The injury which the ſkull had ſuffered as Mr 
Copland afterwards learned, proceedcd from a 
fall upon the ice about two years before. No un- 
eaſy ſymptoms were at that time produced; and 
the patient, although tenſible of an uncommon 
incquality in the bone, dd not eſtcem i it worthy 0 
of attention, 8 


During the cure, a remarkable cineritious ex- 
creſcence was produced from the mouth of the 
artery, mentioned to have been wounded in the 
operation. This excreſcence, after being cut a- 
way, was repeatediy renewed, It exactly reſem- 
bled, both in colour and conſiſtence, thoſe pro- 
truſions of the brain which have of late been ſo 
freely dealt with. 


In this caſe itwas ſingular, that the patient com- 
plained of every application to the back part of 
his head as exciting pain in the fore-head. From 
this, Mr Copland concludes, that there is a mu- 
tual decuſſation of nerves, not only from one ſide 


0 
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of the brain to the other, bat from the fore to the 
back part of it, and the contrary, 


* X „ * # 


In a treatiſc, lately publiſhed at Amſterdam, en- 
titled, Deſcription genërale, hiſtorique geogra- | 
phique et phyſique de la Colonie de Surinam, 
par Philippe Fermin, NI. D. an account is given 
of two medicines, which are held in the higheſt 
eſtimation by the Indians in that part of the world. 
The firſt of theſe is named, Balſam de Racaciri. 
This balſam is the product of a tree growing in 
the neighbourhood of the river of the Amazones. 
It oozes from inciſions made in the tree, and is 
_ preſerved in calebaſſes placed for receiving it. It 
is eſteemed by the Indians a ſovereign remedy, as 
well againſt recent wounds as old ulcers. They 
apply it in the form of a plaſter, as warm as the 
patient is able to bear it. They reckon it alſo an 
infallible cure for fluor albus, and gonorrhoeas of 
long ſtanding. . 85 | 
Another remedy, mentioned in this treatiſe, 
which we think alſo deſerves notice, is a tree 
called Bois de Coiſſi, a name which it is faid to 
have derived from the negro who firit diſcovered 
its medical virtues. The root of this tree is 
EE __eteem- 
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eſteemed an excellent ſtomachic, reſtoring the 
appetite, and aſſiſting digeſtion. But it is chief- 
ly celebrated as an infallible remedy againſt even 

the molt inveterate intermittents. It is ſaid alſo 

to be uſed with great advantage and ſafety in e- 
very fpecies of remittent and continued fever, 
with patients in all ages and ſexes, and in all 
conditions, even during pregnancy, and the pu- 
erperal ſtate. Before employing it, however, it 
is eſteemed abiolutely neceſſary to adminiſter ei- 
ther a purgative or emetic. The method of ex- 
hibiting it, which is eſteemed the beſt, is that of 
decoftion. For this purpoſe, half an ounce of 
the bark of the root mult be boiled in a cloſe veſ 
ſel with fix pints of water, till one half be con- 
ſumed. The decoction is then ſtrained off, and a 
cupful taken every two hours, till the fever be- 
entirely extinguiſhed. Six or ſeven days after 
a cure is thus performed, it is in general neceſ. 
ſary to repeat a purgative of any kind. 

* * * * % 

Dr Percival at Manceſter has communicated 
to ſome of his friends, ſeveral intereſting obſer- 
vations on the ſtate of population in the pariſh of 
N extracted from a paper which is in- 
tended 
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tended for the Royal Society. The pariſh of 
Mancheſter, in the compaſs of leſs than ſixty 
ſquare miles, comprehends thirty-one townſhips, 
_ excluſive of the towns of Mancheſter and Sal- 
ford. We formerly mentioned, that, laſt ſum- 
mer, an accurate furvey had been made of the 
number of houſes, families, inhabitants, &c. in 
the town. An enumeration, equally exact and 
comprehenſive, has this ſpring been extended to 
the whole pariſh, From this, compared with the 

bills of mortality, it appears, that whilſt, in the 
town, the yearly mortality is as one to twenty- 

eight, in the pariſh only one in fifty-fix dies an- 
nually. Such a ſtriking diſparity between the 
| healthineſs of a large town and the country which 
| ſurrounds it, will ſcarcely be credited by thoſe 

who have paid no attention to ſuch inquiries : 
And it muſt afford mater of aſtoniſhment even to 
the philoſopher, when he reflects, that the inha- 
bitants of both live in the ſame climate, carry on 
the ſame manufactures, and are chiefly ſupplied 
with proviſions from the ſame market. 


* * * * * 


Among the many premiums offered by the ſo- 
ciety inſtituted at I ondon, for the encourage 
N 1 ment 
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ment of arts, manufactures, and commerce, the 
following are ſo much connected with the ſubject 


of theſe commentaries, that we preſume the men- 
tion of them will not be diſagrecable to any of 
our readers who may not have already ſeen the 


_ publiſhed by the lociety. 


| For raiſing, before the end of the year I 7 7, 
the greateſt number of plants, not leſs than one 


thouſand, of the R heum Palmatum, or true Rhu- 


bard, the gold medal. 


For the next greateſt number, not leſs than 


"Boe hundred plant ts, the ſilver m ꝛedal. 


Certi icates of the number of plants, that they 
ſtand at leaſt fix feet aſunder, and that they have 


been in a thriving {late during the preceding 
ſummer, with an account of the foil, culture, 
and aſpect, to be produced on or before the ſe- 


cond Tueſday in February 17 


The ſame premium is We to the year 


1775. Certificates to be produced en or before 


the ſecond Tucſday in February 1776. 


The ſame premium is extended to the year 
1776. Certificates to be produced on or before 


5 the ſecond Tucſday in February 777. 


For 


A wy_ — A 
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For the beſt ſpecimen of Rhubarb of Britiſh 
growth, equal to ſuch as is commonly ſold in the 
ſhops, under the name of Turkey Rhubarb, and 
not leſs than four pounds weight, to be produ- 
ced, with an account of the culture and cure, on 


n or before the firſt Tucſday i in * 1775. 
the gold medal. | 


For the next beſt, being f not les than « one 
pound weight, the ſilver medal. 


The ſame premiums are extended one year 
further; ſpecimens to be produced on or before 
the firſt Tueſday i in November 1775. 


To the perſon who ſhall raiſe from the 4 

the greateſt number, not leſs than one hundred 
plants, of the Orchis Morio Femina, or common 
Female Orchis, for the purpoſe of making Salep, 
the gold medal. Certificates of raiſing che plants, 
with an account of the method of culture, to be 
delivered, with a ſpecimen of the roots, on or be- 


fore tlie laſt Tueſday in December 1775. 


To the perſon Who ſhall raiſe from ſeed, the 
greateſt number, not lets than one hundred plants, 
of any of the large rooted Orchis, for the pur- 
pole of making Salep, the gold m edal, Certi- 
on N 3 ficates 
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ficates of raiſing the plants, with an account of 


the method of culture, to be delivered with a ſpe- 


cimen of the roots, on or before the laſt Tueſday 
in December 1776. OY 


5 To the perſon who ſhall make the greateſt 
| quantity of good merchantable Salep, not leſs 
than five hundred pounds weight, from any kind 


of Engliſh Orchis, twenty- -five pounds. 


For the next greateſt quantity, not leſs than 


three hundred pounds weight, fifteen pounds. 


For the next greateſt quantity, not leſs than 


one hundred pounds weight, five pounds. A 


ſample, not leſs than ſeven pounds weight, with 
certificates of the expence and manner of prepa- 
ring it, to be produced on or before the firſt Tueſ- 


day in March 1775. 


The ſame premiums are extended one year 
farther, Certificates to be produced on or be- 


ſore the firſt Tueſday in March 1776. 


For the beſt ſpecimen of Kelp, not leſs than 
one hundred weight, equal in quality to merchant- 
able Spaniſh Barilla, to be produced to the ſo- 
© ciety on or before the firſt Tueſday in Janvary 


1775, 
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1 7755, together with certificates of its having been 


made in Great Britain or Ireland; and of the 


ſea weed common'y called Kelp, or Alga, the 


gull medal, or twenty pounds 


For the grcateſt quantity of merchantable 
Barilla, not lefs than one ton, made from the Spa- 
niſh Kal, raiſed in Great Britain; to be produ- 
ced on or betore the fiſt T e in er 


1773, the gold medal, or twenty pounds. 


The os premium is extended to the year 
1775. A _ of nat leſs than twenty-eight 
pounds weight, with a certificate, that a ton has 


been made, to be produced on or before the firſt 


Tueſday = ee 1776. 


To the perſon who ſhall diſco wer in Great 
Britain, Ireland, or the Britiih American colo- 
nies, and bring into the port of London in the 
year 1775, the greateit quantity, not lefs than 


two hundred we. gut, of the native! Foil fixed Al- 


call, fit for the purpol-s of the ſoæap- makers, thir- 


ty pounds. A ſample, not leſs than fifty pound 

weicht, as got out of the earth, With certificates 

deſeribing the 8 where found, to be produced 
on or before the lait Tucſday! in January 1995; 
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For diſcovering the beſt method of obtain- 
ing from ſea falt, the Natron, or Foffil Alkali, 
in a pure ſtate, fit for the purpoſes to which fixed 
alkaline ſalts are applied, and at an expence that 
| will not render it too dear to be uſed in bleach- 
ing, ſoap-making, dying, and other great works, 
waere pearl-aſh, pot-ath, ba arilla, or kelp, are now | 
employed, the gold medal, or fiity pounds. A 
ſample of fifty pounds weight, and certificates 
that two hundred weight at lcaſt had been ma- 


nufactured by the candidate; to be produced on 


Ly or before the third Tuelday 1 in December 1775. 


For the greaſteſt quantity of Black Lead, 

tt for akin g pencils, or black melting-pots, a 
leis than fix tons, produced in any of his Maje- 
ſty's dominions belonging to the crown of Great 
Britain, and imported into any port of England i in 
the year 774, the gold medal, or thirty pounds. 
Certificates of ſuch black lead being produced 
in ſome of his Majeſty's domin ons belonging to 
the crown of Great Britain; and alſo certificates 
from the] proper officer of the port of ſuch impor- 
tation; with ſpecimens of not leſs than fiſty pounds 


v:cight, to be delivered to the ſociety on or before 
the fi: rſt Tueſday 1 in February 77 5. 


For 
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For the beſt f. ecimen of glaſs, not les than 


twenty pounds weight, for the P purpoſes of 


opticians, and ſuperior to any commonly made, to 


be produced en or before the third Tueſday in 


December 1774, fifty pounds. 


For the beſt method of preſcrving the feeds 


of plants in a ſtate ft for vegetation „after having 
been kept a conſiderable time, ſuch method being 


ſoberior to any known to the public, and verified 


by ſufficient trials; to be co nmunicated to the 
tociety on or before the ſirſt Tucl un y 10 Dem- 


ber 1773 the gold medal. 


For the beſt account, aſcertained by pro- 
Per experiments, of a method of deſtroying ſmoke 


at inc end, or in the chimnies of fires belonging 
to large works, or fire-engines, in order to pre- 
vent annoyance ; to be produced en or before the 
TI 3 2 
fire 1 ura in February 1773, the gold me- 


dal. 


For an account of the beſt and cheapeſt 


method of bl each: $324 It nen, being * improve- 


mend on the methods now in uſe; to be produ- 


ced to the foci ery with 2 ſemple of l nen, not leſs 
than twenty yards, bleached according to fach 
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method, on or before the ſecond Tueſday in Fe- 
| bruary 1773, the gold medal, or twenty pounds. 


To the perſon who ſhall cultivate, in any 
part of his Majeſty's dominions in the W eſt-In- 
dies, the greateſt number, not leſs than twenty- 
five, of the trees which produce Camphor in the 
_ Eaſt-Indies, the gold medal, or fifty pounds. Cer- 
tificates, un ler the hand of the governor, licute- 
nant- governor, or chief magiſtrate of the iſland, 
ſpect 'fying the number of plants, and that they 
are in a growing or thriving ſtate, together with 
a branch of the tree, and {ome of the leaves, to 
be produced in the ſociety on or before the ſecond 
Tueſday in November 1776. 5 


To the perſon who ſhall introduce into his 
Majeſty's dominions in the Weſt- Indies the great- 
eſt number, not leſs than ten, of the Quinquina, 
or that tree which yields the Peruvian or Jeſuit's 
Park, on or before the firit day of January 
: >76, fifty pounds. Certificates, under the hands 
of the governor, licutenant-governor, or chief 
magiſtrate ot the iſland, ſpecifying the number of 
plants, and that they are in a growing or thriving 
Nate, together with ſpecimens of the bark and 
branches of the tree, to be delivered to the ſo- 
. : „ e 
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eiety on or before the ſecond Wedneſday in Oc- 
tober 1776. 1 


The fame premium is extended one year far- 
ther. Certificates to be produced on or betore the | 


ſecond W edneſday i in October 1777. 


| All the premiums of this ſociety are deſigned 
for England, Wales, and the town of Berwick 


upon Tweed, unleſs expreſsly mentioned to the 
contrary, All letters addreſſed to the ſociety are 


deſired to be directed to Mr Samuel More, the 
ſecretary, at the ſociety's oſſice, oppoſite to Beau- 


fort- buildings in the Strand, London. 


The medical ſociety of London h ae reſolvel 
to give an honorary gold medal to the author f 


the beſt diſſertation on fevers. The diſſertations 
af candidates muſt be deliv.red to the ſecretary 


in Crane-court, Fleet-ſtreet, on or betore the third 
Tueſclay of April 1775. They mult be written 


in a fair hand, and in the Engliſh or Latia lan- 
guage. Along with each differtation mult b- 
ſent a ſealed packet, containing the name of the 
author, and his place of reſidence ; ſome motto 
or device being written on the out fide of this 


packet, and the farne ar the beginning or end ct 
his diſlertation. 
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This medal will be adjudged on the 5th day 
of June 17 7552 after which, all the diſſertations, 
excepting that which obtzins the honorary re- 
ward, a be returned, with the packets un- 

opened, 


ENET 


At a meeting - of the Aion Philoſophical 
Society on Friday the 2 1ſt of January 1774, the 
following new members were clected. The Right 
Honourable the Earl of Stanhope, the Honour- 
able Lord Mahon, and Samuel More, Eiq; of 

London; Dr Andicw Duncan of Edinburgh 
the Honourab'e John Eilis, Eſq; the Honourable 
Brian Edwards, Eſq; and Dr William Wright of 
Jamaica; Bernard Roman, Eſq; and George 
Gauld, Eſq; of Penſacola. 


At a meeting of the Royal College of Phy- 
ficians in Edinburgh, on Tueſday the zd of May 
1774, Dr Edward «Spry of Totneſs was elected ' 
fellow. | 


On Sunday May (ſt died at 1 Mr Wil 
ham Hewſon, ſurgeon, Fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety, and teacher of anatomy. From thoſe in- 


genious publications with which he has already 
favoured 
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favoured the public, his untimely death will be 
regreted by cvery ſincere lover of ſcience. 


On Friday the 34 of June died at Dumfries, 
Dr Ebenezer Gilchriſt, a phiyſician eminently di- 
ſtinguiſhed for his extenſive practice in the neigh- 

: bourhood where he lived, and well known to the 

learned world by many valuable publications. 


* he following eminent phyſicians and philoſo- 
phers have lately died abroad. 


At Jena, Dr Chriſtianus Theophilus Mayer, | 
one of the profeſſors of medicine 1 in the univer- 
ſity there, 


At Dantzick, Michael Chriſtophorus Hanow, 
profeſſor of natural philoſophy. 


Ar Straſburgh, George Albrecht F ried, ſe⸗ 
cond Profeſſor of midwifery. 


4 SECT. 
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Lift of New Books. 


F 


Disse philoſophics * acre fixo. Auc- 


tor Diderico de Smeth, Amftclodamo- 


Batavo, 4to, Utrecht. 


Diſſertatio philoſophica exhibens hv 
quaſdam de igne, et variis eum reſtituendi modis. 


Auctore Petro de Smeth, to, Utrecht. 


Wi betrachtungen, 7. e. cab as 


on the inſtinct of different animals. By Herman 


Reimarus, publiſhed by his ſon, with notes, and 


an appendix concerning the 1 nature of Zoophytes, 
8vo, Hamburgh. 


Ant. de Haen conſil. et archiat. * c. R. Ma- 


jeſtatis, nec non medicinae practicae in univerſita- 


te Vindobonenſi profeſſoris primarii, ratio meden- 


COMMENTARIES. 349 


di in nofocomio practico. Tonus 8. partem 14. 
coinplectens. Accedit ejuſdem auctoris diſſerta- 


tio Gallica, cul titulus, Rerutation de Finocula- 
tion, 12 mo, Paris. 

Ant. de Hacn ratio medendi, tomus 9. ſiſtens 
totum primum rationis medendi continuatae in 


noſocomio practico. Accedit etiam epiſtola Gal- 
lice ſcripta cjuſdem Ant. de 11 zen ad 1D. Hirzel, 
12m0, Pa arts. 


Eſſai fur Tuſage du Pecorce du Garoa, oo 1 
traité de effets des exutoires employces contre 
les maladies rebelles et difficiles 2 guerir. Ou- : 5 , 
vrage a la porte de tout le monde. On y a joint 

une diſſertation medicale fur Phuile de tartar du 
meme auteur. Par J. Agathange le Roy, doc- 
teur en médecine, medecin de Monleigneur 12 
Comte de Provence, &c. nouvelle edition aug- 
mentee, 12mo, Paris. _ 


Les amuſemens innocens, contenant le traitẽ 
des oiſeaux de voliere, ou le parfait oiſeleur. Ou- 

vrage dans lequel on trouve la deſcription de qua- 

rante oiſeaux de chant, la conſtruction de leur 
n:ds, la couleur de leurs ocufs, la durce ct le tems 

de leurs pontes, leurs caractercs, leurs moeurs, 
&c. T raduit en partie de Pouvrage Italien d'O- 


lina 
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lina, et mis en ordre d'apres les avis des plas ha- 
biles oiſelcurs, 12mo, Pars 


An hiſtorical account of coffee, with an en- 
graving and botanical deſcription of the tree; to 
which are added ſundry papers relative to its cul- 
ture and ule as an article of diet and of commerce: 
Publiſhed by John Ellis, F. R. S. agent for the 
illand of Dominica, 4to, London. 


An account of the teſticles, their common co- 
verings and coats, and the diſeaſes to which they 

are liable, with the method of treating them. By 

Joſeph Warner, F. R. S. and ſenior ſurgeon 1 to 
Guy' s hoſpital, 8vo, London. 


All the preſcriptions contained j in the new prac- 
tice of phyſic of Thomas Maryat, M. D. tranſla- 
ted into Engliſh by J. S. Dodd, ſurgeon and man- 
midwife, member of the corpration of ſu rgeons 
of London, and ſurgeon of his N s royal 
navy, 8 vo. London. 
A deſcription of the four ſituations of a gouty 
perſon, evincing the danger of truſting the gou- 

ty matter to the cure of nature. By P. de Vi- 
vignis, M. D. 8vo, London. 


The medical miſcellany ; or, a alleen of 


caſes, tracts, a and commentaries, n. a view 
of 
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of the preſent ſtate of medical and chirurgical 
practice, and literature in England. The ſecond 
edition, with an appendix, By T'. Tomli:fon, 
8vo, London. „ : | 
Mincralogie, ou nouvelle expoſition du regne 
mineral ; oavrage dans lequel on a tache de ran- 
ger dans Pordre le plus naturel les ſubſtances de 
ce regne, et ou Pon expoſe leurs proprictics et 
uſages mechaniques, &c. avec un lexicon ou vo- 
cabulaire des tables ſynoptiques, et un dict ionaire 
mineralogico geographique. Par M. Valmont de 
Bomare, demonſtrateur d'hiſtoire naturelle, avouè 
du gouvernement, cenſcur royal, membre de plu- 
ſieurs academics, maitre en Fharmacie, &c. ſe- 
conde edition, 2 vols. 8vo, Paris. 


Examen et Analyſe chimique de iris re- 
medes, que le Sieur Nicole et pluſieurs autres em- 
periques, & c. mettent en uſage pour la gueriſon 
des maladies veneriennes ; avec des obſervations 
far la gueriſon des dartres, des ecrouelles et de 
pluſieurs autres maladies chroniques et rebelles, et 
la publication de pluſieurs remedes efficaces dans 
la cure de ces maladies. Par M. D. F. — 
chirurgien, 12mo, Paris. 
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Remede nouveau contre 15 maladies veneri-' 
ennes, tire du regne animal, ou eſſai ſur la vert u 


anti- vẽnërienne des alcalis volatils, dans lequel on 


expos e la methode d'adminiſtrer ces ſels; avec 
des reflections et des obſervations critiques ten- 


dantes a perfectionner les autres methodes. Par 
M.  Peyrilhe, du college de chirurgie de Paris 


&c. 1 2019, Paris, 


a L. Hygiene, ou Part de conſerver la ſuntẽ; 
poëme Latin de M. Geoffroy, ccuyer, docteur-re- 


gent de 11 facultẽ de mevecine de PUniverſite 
de Paris. Traduit en Francois par M. de Launay, 2 
doctcur en medi cine, 8vo, Paris. 


Notationes et obſervationes in Richardi Mead 
menita et praecepta medica, Auctore Clifton 
Wirtringham, M. D. &c. dvo, Paris, 


Franciſci Xaverii Hartmann. collegiati medici 


viennenſis practici, &c. Formulae remediorum 
in materiam medicam et chirurgicam clariſſimi 
viri ac celeberrimi Crantz, 8 vo, Paris. 


Animadverſions on Dr B s treatiſe on the 


kink-cough ; to which is annexed, an eſſay on 
the hooping-cough. By Thomas Kirkland, 
EO TT” 


Infancy, 


COMMENTARIES. 333 


Infancy, a poem, book the firſt. By Huzh 
Downman, M. D. 4to, London. 


Cafes in the acute rheumatiſm and gout, wich 
: curlory remarks, and the method of treatment. 

By Thomas Dawſon, M. D. late ee to the 
: Middleſex and London houpirals, 8 vo, London. 


A chemico- medical diſſertation on mercury, its 
- various preparations and mode of operating, Win 
obſervations on the uſe and abuſe thereof in ve- 
nereal diſorders, &c. By J. I. L. M. D. 8vo, 


I. ondon. 


Der Koniglich Schewe en akademie der 
Wiſſenichaften, &c. z. e. Tranſactions of the royal 
academy of ſciences in Sweden for the year 1771, 
concerning natural hiſtory, huſbandry, and ma- 
thematicks. Tranſlated from the Swediſh * 
A brah. Gotthelf Kaeſtner, 8 vo, Hamburgh. 


Auſcrieſne med iciniſche, anatomiſche, und bo- 
taniſche abhanalungen der Romiſch-Kayſerl aka- 
demie der naturforſcher, 1oter tlicil. i. e. Select 
treatiſes on medicine, anatomy, and betany, by 
the Roman Imperial academy of natural hi iſtori- 
rians, vol. 10. Ito, Nurimberg. 
Ber 
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Berliniiche ſammlungen, 4ter band, i. e. Ber- 


lin collections, by Martine, 4th part, 4 Ber. 
lin. 


Deutſche ſchriften de Konig. boeictat. der wil. 


ſenſchaften zu Gottingen, iſter band, 7. e. Ger- 


man tranſ. Rions of the royal ſociety of ſciences 


at Gottingen, part iſt, 8 vo, Gottingen. 


er arzt der trauenzimmer. Fine medic! niſche 


i Socken bt erſter band, j. e. The 1380 ſician for 


the ladics, a medical weekly PIP-r, 3 vo, Leipſic. 


Bemerkungen der churpfalz: ſchen phy ficaliſch- 


occonomitchen geierlichaft vom jarre 1770. Er- 
ſter und andrer theil, i. e. Obfervations of the 


phyſical and oeconomical ſociety of the Elector 


Palatine, for the year 1770, firſt and ſecond parts, 


Ato, Mannheim. 


Abhandlungen und erfahrungen der franck- 


ciſh- Phyſicaliſchen- Oconom: Aden biencngcfell- 


ichaft auf das; jahr 1771, 7. e. Tranſactions and 
experiments of the phyſical and oeccnomical ſo- 

ciety for the management of bers in Franconia 
for the year 1771,  8vo, Nuremberg. 


2 und 3 der ocko- 
non weilchen Geioitiohatr 1 in Bern 1769, i. e. Tranf- 
actions 
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actions and experiments of the oeconomical ſo- 
ciety in Berne for the year 1759, vo, Berne, 
Miaeralogiſche beluſtigungen zum behuf der 
chymie und naturgeſchichte des mine: ralreichs. 
gSechſter und letzter theil, i. e. NI. ners logical col- 
jections for promoting the frudy of chymiſtry, 
and the natural hiſtory cf minerals, the ſixth aud. 
laſt volume, $vo, Leipiick. 


Abhandlung von potaſcheſied en und verſuche 
zur beſtimmung des wahren gehalrs verſchiederer 
pflanzen zur potaſche, i. e. A treatiſe on the pre- 
paration of potaſhes, and experiments for aſcer- 
taining the true contents of plants for poratigs, 
8vo, Dreſden. 


Nachricht von der ibn heit welche 
im herzogthum Luneburg 1779 and 1771 graſſi- 
ret, und wie ſelbige geheilet worden, 7. e. A de- 
ſcription of the raphania which prevailed in the 
dukedom cf Lunenburg in the year 1770 4:1 
1771, with an account of the method of cure, 
8 v0, Zelle. 


Offenbabrung naturlicher einfichten verſchi ie 
dener heimlichkeiten, die weſenheit des magnets 
und aller magnetiſc hen anzichunoſkraft wie auch 
die verborgene und noch nicht gr undlich genveg 
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erkanate heimlichkeit des feuers betrelſ end, 7. e. 
An explanation of the natural hiſtory of the 


magnet, and of mag netical attraction, and of the 


hitherro undiicovered qualities of fre, 8vo, Leip- | 


he, 

Zo ſchriften von der achnlichkeit der eleck- 
triſchen and magnctiicnen kraft und von den ei- 
genſchaften des tourmalins, 7. e. Two treatiſes 
on the ſimilarity of electrical and magnetical 
Journ, and ON the * E. tics cf tke tourmalin, 

8 vo, Graetz. 


Traité des leſions de la tete, par re. coup, 


avec des experiences oy res à en ne la doc- 


trine. Par NI. Mceiwe de la T ouche, maitre de 
arte, et en chirurgic, ancien Chiru'g en major dans 
les armces du Roy, et chlrurgien en chef des dif- 
ferens hopitaux Francois, 12mo, Paris. 


A diſcourſe on the bet m \thod of proſecuting 


medical inquiries; delivered before the medi- 


cal ſociety of London at their annual meeting 


on Tueſday January 18th 1774, and publiſned at 


their requeſt. By James DNS, M. D. F. R. 8. 


8 vo, London. 


A rezutation of Nr Henry's ſtrictures on 


| "Oh aſs © iv agnes aan) ſupported by a ſerics of EXPC- 


rime nts, 
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ments, made under the inſpection of many gen- 
tlemen of the faculty in the univerſity of Oxford. 
To which is annexed, a recommendatory letter 
from the late celebrated Dr Huxham. By the 
Preient Proprietor of Glaſs' $ ' Magneſia, vo, Or- 
"on. - 


3 Philoſophical tranſsctions, giving ſome account 
of the preſent undertakings, ſtudies and la- 
bours of the ingenious in many conſiderable 


parts of the world, vol. 65. part 2. 470, Lon- 
don. 


Nature ſtudied, with a view to preſerve and 
reſtore health. Containing an explanation of the 
animal oeconomy, the nature and cauſe of diſ- 
eaſes, and their cure: the uncertainty and perni- 
cious effects of phyſic; the inſufficiency of theory 
in the cure of diſeaſes; nature proved to be the 
beſt phyſician; how to continue and reſtore 
health by ſimple and eaſy methods; with an ac- 
count of a moſt powerful and ſafe deobſtruent 
medicine, of great ſervice in many diſeaſes, par- 
ticularly in aſthmas, conſumptions, king's-eyil, 

and palſy, and in moſt kinds of fevers, &c. By 
V Smith, M. D. 8 0, London. 
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Experimencel inquiries; part the fecond; con- 


4 : | taining a deſcripti in of the lym mohati iC 1 ti in | 
B the L.uman ſu cyect, and in other animals. II- 
| luftrat-d wich plates; together with cbiervations 
= -: on the lymph, and the changes it wndere es in 
1 | ſome diſeales, By William: Hewſon, F. R. 8. 
and teacher of anatomy, 8vo, London. 


The conſtruction of timber from its early 
growth; explained by the microſcope, and pro- 
ved from experiments in a great variety of kinds; 
with figures of their various appearances; of an 

inſtrument invented for cutting ſlices of extreme 
thinneſs; and of a microſcope of a new conſtruc- 


4 | tion through which they are viewed. By John 
1 Hill, M. D. member of the imperial academy. 
The ſecond edition, folio, London. 


A watts on child. bed fevers, and on the me- 
thods of preventing them; being a ſupplement 
to the books lately written on that ſubject. To 
| if which are prefixed, two diſſertations, the one on 
| the brain and nerves, and the other on the ſym- 
pathy of the nerves, and the different kinds of 


irritability, By Thomas Kirkland, M. D. vo, 
Lond on. 
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An account of the late De Goldſmith's illneſs, 
a ſo far as relates to the exhibition o Dr James's 


pow:lcr ; together with remarks on the uſe and 


_ abuſe of powerful medicines in the beginning of 


acute diſeaſes. By William Hawes ap EOF, 


Ito, London. 


Experiments an] obſervations on different 


kinds ot air. By Joſe ph Feen, L. L. D. F. R. 8. 


Bvo, London, 


practical obſervations on the acute diſeaſes in- 


cident to women. The ſecond edition, correct- 
ed, with additions, and an index. By John 


| Leake, M. D. member of the college of phyſi- 
cians London, and phyſician to the Weſtminiter 


lying-in hoſpital, 8vo, London. 


Medical memoirs of the general diſpenſary in 


London for part of the year 1773 and 1774. 


By John Coakley Lettſom, M. D. F. R. and 


A. S. S. and Phyſician to the general diſpenſary, 


8vo, London. 


aw dell academia ſcienze detta de fifico cri- 
tichi, tom. 4. Sicna. 


Pharmacopoea Helvetica, in duas partes diviſa, 
quarum prior materiam medicam botanico- phyſi- 
1 = 
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| co-hiſtorico medice deſcriptam; poſterior com- 
poſita et praeparata, modum preparandi, vires, 
et uſum exhibet. Scitu et conſenſu gratioſi col- 


tegii medici Baſileenſis digeſta, praefatus eſt Al- 


bertus de Haller. Accedunt ſyllabus medica. 
mentorum in claſſes diviſus, et duo indices neceſ- 
farii, primus morborum et curationum; alter tri- 


linguis, Lat. Germ. Gal. Folio, Baſileae. 


Chriſt. Allard, Diſſertatio de reſpirationis me- 


chaniſmo. to, Groningae. 


NMemoire ſur la maladie epizootique du pays 


Laonnois. Par M. Augier du Fot, 8vo, Laon. 


Diſſertationes medicae quas ex auctoritate re. 


verendi admodum viri Gulielmi Robertſon, SS, 
T. P. Academiae Edinburgenae Praefecti; nee 


non ampliſſimi ſenatus academici conſenſu et no- 


biliſſimae facultatis medicae decreto; pro gradu 
doctoratus ſummiſque in medicina honoribus et 
privilegiis rite et legitime conſequendis erudi- 


torum examini ſubjecerunt. 


Gualterus Riddell, Bermudenſis, De nolologia 


methodica. 


Jacobus Gregory, Britannus, De morbis coeli 


| mutatione medendis. 
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An Account of Bon-. 


as „ — 4 —— 


Examen Chymique des Pommes de Terre, dans leſquels 
on traite des Parties conſtituantes du Bled. par 
M. Parmentier, Apotbicaire-Major de PHeotel 
Royal des Invalides. 890, Paris. 


HI E examination, which is the ſubje& of 
this treatiſe, was undertaken with a view of 
aſcertaining the qualities of a root, to which, 
though now very generally uſed in aliment, per- 
nicious effects have been aſcribed. As an addi. | 
tional proof of the juſtice of the concluſions in 
| his work, the author obſerves, that, while! it lay 
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twelve months in manuſcript, in the hands of 
delegates from the faculty of medicine in Paris, 

he repeated his experiments, with preciſely the 
1 fame events, as upon his former al. 


After finiſhing this work, Mr Parmentier pre- 
| ented it to the Comptroller general, who deliver- 
ed it to the faculty of medicine, to be conſidered. 
by them. Accordingly, we find ſubjoined to the 
preface, a report to the Dean, from delegates ap- 
pointed for examining it. This report is ſigned 
by Bercher, Degevigland, Macquer, Roux, Sal- 
Iin, and Darcet, who give it as their opinion, that 
the work is executed in a manner highly honou- 
rable to the author; and that, in the inveſtiga- 

tion, neither pains nor expence have been ſpared. 
They farther recommend, that the faculty return 

to the Comptroller-general this opinion of Mr 
Varmentier” O publication. 


In conſidering this ſubject, after ſome general 
reflexions, the author obſerves that potatoes were 
firſt introduced into Europe, about the beginning 
of the 17th century, by the Iriſn, who brought them 
from America. At firſt, though uſed in aliment, 
they were cultivated only in gardens, as a matter 
of curioſity. Their culture was ſoon after intro- 
duced into England, F landers, and ſeveral other 


countries. 
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countries, And now they are planted in large 
fields, ſo as to become a principle part of the ali- 


ment of the Poor. 


Neglecting many differences among potatoes, 


725 = the author contenrs himſelf with difinguiing ; 
them into red and white. Among other chad. : 

ters diſtinguiſhing theſe kinds, the former, he ob- 

ſerves are more viſcid and clammy, and have more 


taſte than the latter, which, on the other hand, are 


more mild and mealy. After ſome remarks on 
the form, growth, and ſtructure of potatoes in ge- 


neral, he obſerves, that thoſe employed in the fol- 


lowing experiments were always deprived of the 
ſhoots, fibres, and earth adhering to them; that 
they were of the red kind, Knotty, of a middling 


ſize, and of the kidney ſhape. 


After detailing a variety of experiments by 3 
| boiling, he concludes, that the ſurfaces of theſe 


roots owe their red colour to an acid, and that this 


alone is the cauſe of their acrid taſte. This he 


infers from obſerving, that they are acrid in pro- 


portion to their red colour; that they become in- 
ſipid after it is extracted; and that white potatoes 
have not the leaſt acrid taſte. 


Red potatoes, deprived of their firſt {Kin or epi- 
dermis very readily yield their acrid part, giving 
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_ a red colour to acidulated water, a purple colour 
to an alkaline water, and a green colour to pure 
boiling water. 


After theſe Arenas the author next pro- 
ceeds to a chemical analyſis of potatoes. On this 
ſubject he began his experiments, by trying them 

in Balneo Mariae. When diſtilled in this manner, 
they yielded only an herbaceous liquor. By di- 
ſtillation over a naked fire, in ſtone retorts, two 
pound of potatoes left only one ounce and ſix 
drams of reſiduum, which by calcination was re- 
duced to two drams and a half; and this, by ſo- 

lution and filtration, yielded one dram of fixed 

alkali, The remaining matter, after the filtra- 
tion, weighed only one 2 During the diſtil- 
lation, there came over acid, oil, and a herbace- 
ous liquor. 

Mr Farmentier's next experiments for diſcover- 
ing the conſtituent parts of potatoes, were made 
dy ſubjecting them to preſſure. In this way, the 
firſt thing he obtained was a large proportion of 
water, which was of a brown colour and rendered 
muddy by a ſaline, gummy, or mucilaginous 
ſubſtance. This is called the eſſential ſalt, and 
Was procured in one experiment in the form of 
cryſtals, but not ſufficiently * to enable him 
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to deſcribe them. This ſubſtance ſeems to ſerve 
as a kind of ſeaſoning or condiment ; and it ren« 


ders the root ſavoury, — and of eaſier di- 
geſtion. 


The ſecond part was a white inſipid heavy 
powder; which, from a great variety of experi- 
ments, appears to be ſimilar to the amy laceous 
matter of wheat. It ſhews the ſame phaenomena 
as that ſubſtance, when tried by chemical experi- 
ments, when uſed for ſtiffening linen, or other 
purpoſes in arts. The only difference ſeems to 
be, that the amylaceous powder of wheat is ſome- 


what ſpecifically gener; and E tranſparent than 


that of potatoes. 
A thitd article obtained from ad Petits is, a fi- 


brous, light, and gray coloured ſubſtance, inſolu- 


dle in water, and with difficulty reduced to pow- 

der. This part gives water, with which it is boil- 
ed, the conſiſtence of glue; and no amylaceous 
matter can be obtained from it. 


With regard to the proportion of theſe parts, it 
vas found, that one pound of potatoes contained 
two ounces and a half of amylaceous matter, ami- 


don, or fecula, fix drams of the fibrous part, and 


an ounce of mucilaginous extract, all the remain- 
ing part being water. 


ba 
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© After having thus tried to inveſtigate the con- 
ſtituent parts of potatoes, our author's endeavours | 
were next employed in attempting to diſcover a 
method of converting them into bread. But, 
before giving his own experiments on this 
ſubject, he relates what had been done with re- 
gad to it by others. Meſſrs. Falguet, Reville, 
Muſtel, and Come, had made good and whole- 
ſome bread from potatoes, when mixed with the 
meal of barley, wheat, or rye, in different propor- 
tions. Mr Parmentier repeated the experi- 
ments, and made a number of other trials, by 
varying the proportion of the boiled pulp of the 
root, and of the meal from other grain. But, 
as great trouble and difficulty attended the uſing 
the roots in the manner directed by them, from 
the boiling, kneading, &c. which 1s required, 
Mr Parmentier was induced to think of other 
methods. 


| Potatoes, previoully deprived of their ſkin, 
cut into thin flices, and put between paper, will 
dry in a heat, ſomewhat leſs than thirty-five de- 
grees in Reaumur's thermometer; and, when 
thus dried, they will preſerve their white colour. 
By this proceſs they loſe about two thirds of their 
A and they may then be reduced to a fine 
4 powder, 
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| powder. A little of this powder thrown upon 
tte fire ſends out a ſmoke, accompanied with a 
ſmmell reſembling that of burnt bread. As this 
ſmell is perceived from all farinaceous vegetables 
when treated in the ſame manner, Mr Parmen- 5 
tier thinks it may be conſidered as the character- 


| iſtic of the preſence of an amylaceous matter. 


This ſmell, however, does not, he obſerves, ariſe 
from the amylaceous or fibrous part ſeparately, 
but from both taken together. 
The powder of potatoes obtained in the man- 
ner deſcribed above, has the ſmell and taſte of 
| wheat, and, like it, is devoured by rats and mice; 
but, even when moſt finely powdered, it has not 
the feel or brightneſs of flower of wheat, altho', 
on a chemical analyſis, it yields the ſame products. 
It is alſo nutritious, and keeps well for a long : 
time. 


Finding ſo great a ſimilarity between the meal 
of wheat and what may be called meal of pota- 
toes, Mr Parmentier next endeavoured to make 
| bread of them, when mixed in different propor- 
tions. His trials were made with one fourth, one 
third, one half, and two thirds of the potatoe 
meal, the remainder being flower from wheat. 


Theſe proportions, with the addition of a little 
ſalt 
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falt and yeſt, yielded bread which was well ta- 
ſted, but which had fermented little, was very 
brown, and covered with hard brown cruſts: 
Bread made from the meal of potatoes alone, with 
the addition of ſalt and yeſt, was eatable, but 
very heavy, unfermented, and exceedingly brown. 
This bread from the meal of potatoes alone, 
was apt to crumble into powder. To give it more 
adheſion, he mixed with the meal a decoction of 
| bran, or a mixture of honey and water, either of 
which made it lighter and more fermented ; it 
obtained alſo a cruſt of a golden colour, and be- 
came well taſted; and ſufficiently adheſive. Mr 


Parmentier obtained bread alſo well fermented; 


and of a good colour and taſte, from a mixture 
of raw potatoe pulp, with meal of wheat or po- 
tatoe mea}, with the addition of yeſt and ſalt. 


Having before attempted to aſcertain the dif. 
ferent conſtituent parts of potatoes, the author 
next endeavoured to determine how far each of 
them might be employed feparately in making 
bread when mixed with flower of wheat. All 
the bread made with different proportions of the 


- fibrous part was leſs inſipid than that from the o- 


thers, but it was always heavy and black. Bread 
ts bag 
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from the amylaceous part was well fermented and 


well taſted. 


Mr Parmentier does not imagine that the 


ſtarch of wheat has any advantage over that of 
potatoes. As a means of ſaving grain, therefore, z 
he propoſes that it ſhould always be made of the 


latter. And, building upon Mr Baume's exami- 


nation of hair powder, he imagines that potatoes 1 


might likewiſe be employed for that purpoſe. 


| Potatoes in any form, when uſed for making 


: bread, are not readily diſpoſed to ferment, with- 


out which, bread is very infipid, and not eafily 
digeſted. But Mr Parmentier found, from a va- 
riety of experiments, that good bread might be 


made from equal quantities of flower and potatoe 


meal. He concludes, therefore, with recom- 
mending the mixture of potatoes, in times of ſcar- 


city, with the flower of wheat, inſtead of employ- 
ing rye, barley, or oats, as has frequently been 
done. 

When grain is ; altogether wanting, he recom- 
mends the uſe of bread made from a mixture of 


the amylaceous powder of potatoes, and of their 


pulp, this mixture being fermented with leaven, 
or with honey. The meal of this root, when di- 


ED luted with hot water, acquires a tenacious and 


e ewy 
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glewy conſiſtence. However fair the meal of po- 
tatoes may be, it always gives a gray colour to 
the bread made by mixing it with the flower of 
wheat. But a mixture of the pulp of potatoes 
vith the flower of wheat, does not produce brown 
coloured bread. 


Mt Parmentier next proceeds to examine, dos 
ther potatoes, like wheat, contain a glutinous ani- 
mal matter; and if they do, whether it be fimi. 
lar to the other. Mr Beccari of the Bolognian 
academy, was the firſt who ſuggeſted that wheat 
contained a vegetable amylaceous matter, and a 
glutinous animal ſubſtance. This opinion has 
ſince been confirmed by Model, Keſſel- Meyer, 
Speelman, Roux, Rouelle, and many others. Our 
author imagined that a ſimilar glutinous matter 
might be obtained from potatoes, although this 
vas rendered doubtful, from the ſlight degree of 
viſcidity which the paſte formed from them poſ- 
ſeſſes, and from their being with difficulty made to 
ferment. In this attempt he did not ſucceed. 


Mr Permentier repeated Beccari's experiments 
on the flower of wheat, and found that the glu. 
tinous matter he could obtain from it was always 

in proportion to its coarſeneſs. He found alſo, 
that bran, deprived of all farina, imparts a gluti- 
nous 
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nous matter to vinegar and ſpirit of wine. Bran, 
upon a chemical analyſis, yielded a phlegm with 
the odour of muſtard, an acid, a volatile alkali, 
and a tenacious animal oil; and the reſiduum, on 
calcination, gave a proportion of ſea ſalt. The 
_ ſame prodotis, by a ſimilar proceſs, were obtained 
from the glutinous matter of wheat, when ana- 
lyſed by itſelf. 


The experiments of Beccari and Keſſel- Meyer, 
upon the nouriſhing part of farinaceous and le- 
guminous ſeeds, had ſhewn that the gelatinous 
matter is only contained in the farina of wheat. 
Our author endeavoured to diſcover this matter 

| in ſome kinds of bran that are ſaid not to contain 
it. For this purpoſe, he, at firſt, followed the 

{ame proceſs as that uſed with the bran of wheat, 

by which he got an acid empyreumatic vegetable 

oil, and at the end of the diſtillation, with ſome 
violence of fire, a ſmall quantity of volatile alkali 

and thick animal oil; the reſiduum contained a 

ſmall proportion of marine ſalt. In this experi- 

ment he uſed the bran of rye. He next endea- 
voured to diſcover this gelatinous matter by the 
means which he had himſelf formerly employed 


on wheat. But 1 in this way too, he was unſue- 
ceſsful; 
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ceſsful ; neither did the bran of rye reſemble that 
© of wheat in other experiments. 


The glutinous matter of wheat, thrown upon 
a red hot ſhovel, ſent out the ſmell of the paſte of 
flower. Expoſed ſuddenly to a great heat, it ſtain- 
ed the ſhovel as with oil; it ſwelled, grew yellow, 
then black, exhaling the ſmell of burnt horn. Put 
into boiling water, it ſwelled a little, and, after 
two or three boilings, loſt its tenacity, became 
| ſpongy, and was not capable of ſending out the 
odour upon the ſhovel as before. Among other 
: characters of the ſubſtance, it is not acted upon 
by diluted mineral acids, ſpirit of wine, or aether, 
but readily diſſolved by vinegar. This glutinous 
or animal matter mixed with the farina of dif- 
'ferent ſeeds, and potatoes, as well as with the a- 
mylaceous matter, formed a paſte which ferment- 
ed well; the bread had a good taſte and colour, 
and was ſufficiently light. Decoctions of wheat- 
bran, made into paſte, with different meals, pro- 
duced a light, digeſtible, and well taſted bread. 
Bran of other ſeeds had not this effect. How- 
ever uſeful and neceſſary a ſmall quantity of the 
| bran may be in producing a fermentation, it is 
found, that a large * has a contrary ef. 
feet. 


After 
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Aft ter theſe obſervations on bran, the author 
proceeds to conſider the meal of wheat. The 
more white the meal be, the more amy laceous 
matter it contains, and the more white, delicate, 
and nouriſhing is the bread from it. The more 
| brown the meal, the more glutinous matter and 
| bran it contains; and the more ſapid, heavy, 
and indigeſtible is the bread obtained from it; 
it is alſo much leſs nouriſhing. White meal is 
more abſorbent, and ſpecifically lighter than 
brown. Amylaceous matter is leſs diſpoſed to 
corrupt than bran ; and therefore brown meal 


ſpoils ſooner than the more white, in 2 moiſt 
cellar. 


Wheat poſſeſſes « one e quality more than the 
grain of other plants; for it is compoſed of bran, 
glutinous matter, fermentable mucilage, and ftarch. 
| The two firſt are putreſcent and oily, the two lat- 

ter ſaline; and the one of theſe is diſpoſed to turn 


acid, the other | is not affected by a moiſt atmoſ- 
_ phere, 


| He next gives the chemical analyſis of each of 
theſe fu bſtances ; and concludes, that, however 


| white the farina be, it contains more or leſs of all : 
the above four ſubſtances. 


Mr Parmentier, laſth, made bread, very much 


like that of wheat, by a mixture of the following 
. four 


4 
| 
el 
4 
$ 
5 
$4 
3 
: 
* 
* 
4 
__ 


part of vegetal 
gredient. It is that which preſerves the coheſion 
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four ſubſtances, viz. four ounces of amylaceous 


powder of potatoes, one dram of mucilage extract. 
ed from barley, one dram of the bran of rye, and 
a dram and a half of glutinous matter dried and 


powdered. 


From the very 2 proportion of the gluti⸗ | 


nous matter in vegetables, where it is found, from 
brown bread being leſs nutritious than white, 
from its not being found in ſuch a great number 


of nutritious vegetables, and from the large pro- 


portion, and almoſt univerſality of the amy laceous 
matter in vegetables, our author concludes 
that the glutinous matter is not the nouriſhing 


part of vegetables, but that the amylaceous mat- 


- nutritious in proportion to the quantity they con- 
tain of that ſubſtance. Though we are not to 


conſider the glutinous matter as the nutritious 
„yet it is a very neceffary in- 


of the paſte in fermenting bread ; it is that which 
forms the viſeid pelliele, and tops the air in fer- 


mentation; gives the ſavoury taſte to bread ; oc- 


caſions it to be light, to ferment, and which forme 


the ſmall cells ſeen in it. It is found eſpecially 


near the cortical part of grain and this accounts 
for | its being obſerved in the greateſt quantity in 
coarſe 
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coarſe brown meal. It is this gluten which ren- 


ders the wheat a ſuperior aliment to the other 


gra! ns and roots. 


Mr Parmentier matle many attempts to pro- 


duce a beer, or ſpirit, by fermenting potatoes; 
but without ſucceſs: He promiſes, however, to 


continue his attempts for that end. 
The author next details ſome facts concern- 
ing the uſe of potatoes, when employed almoſt a- 


lone for aliment, during a very long time; and 


others concerning their agreeing with people who 


laboured under ſtomach complaints. In all theſe 
caſes they afforded a ſalutary and nouriſhing food. 


| Potatoes are prevented from being frozen, by 
burying them deep in the earth, and covering 
them with ſtraw. They do not appear to be in- 


qured by freezing, even repeatedly, provided they 


be gradually thawed. Moiſture appears to be 
much more deſtructive, as they then ſoon ſprout, 
and become hard, acrid, and fibrous. 


Potatoes can never be uſcleſs : What is wt 


wanted for aliment for men, may be employed for 


ſtarch, feeding hogs, &c. The ſtalks may be 
 mown before the flowering and ſeeding; and will 


be eat by COWS. 


—_ Aa The 
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The author next makes ſome remarks on the 
fecundity of the plant. In the journal oecono- 
7:ique for October 1770, there is an account of 
one potatoe producing 140; of theſe 24 weighed 
from 12 to 16 ounces each; Co were of an ordi- 
nary ſize, and the others very ſmall. 


Mr Elleray having ſown onions, and planted 1 


; potatoes in March, upon land which he was pre- 
paring for other harveſts, finding the onions had 
failed, cut off the ſtalks of the potatoes, and tranſ- 


5 planted them upon the land on which the onions 


had been ſown. By this means he had a double 

crop, and ſo fine as excited the admiration of all 

that ſaw it; nor were the roots from which the 
* were cut at all damaged. 


Mr Parmentier takes notice of the propoſals 
that have been made by different ſocieties, to en- 
courage the cultivation of potatoes. It appears 
that they grow with little care in all ſoils, except 


the argillaceous, and in feaſons when other vege - 
tables are deſtroyed. 


He next enumerates a great variety of vegc- 
table preparations for food, into which potatoes 
may be an ingredient, or in which they are the 
only one, He quotes an authority, that the 
fkins 


COMMENTARIES. 369 


ſkins of potatoes may be employed for planting, 
and that it is doubtful if the produce be not equal 
do that from the roots themſelves. The ſeeds al- 
fo will produce — but chey are ſmall for 
ſome years. 


oy Mr Engel fecommends potatoes of a middle 
ſize to be uſed for planting, and which have but 
_— 


Mr Parmentier next preſents us with an ac- 
count of the expences, and produce of potatoes, 
cu'itivated in two very different ways, by M. Du- 

bois de Saint Hilaire. This gentleman was firſt 
induced to cultivate theſe roots with the view of 
feeding hogs; as at that time the country people 
would not employ them for food. He plant- 
ed two portions of land, equal in quantity 
and quality, one by oxen and the plough, the o- 
ther by men. He details particularly the diffe- 
rent operations upon the land of each; and, upon 
ſumming up the expences, it appears that the 
expence was by far higher with men, than by the 
| + plough and oxen. Mr Dubois affirms that the 
expence is as 17, with oxen and plough, to 34 
with men, and an equal product. But, with re- 
ſpect to the products of the two pieces of land a- 
bove mentioned, it appears that an exceeding 
Aa 2 fine 
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fine crop was produced from the land cultivated 
with oxen and the plough, and a very poor one 
from the other. The next year, the ſame lands, 
and an additional piece, were planted with the 
plough and oxen, as before, with an exceeding 
fine produce. To aſcertain the value of theſe 
roots, we have the price of hogs ſtated at the 
time they were put up to feed upon theſe roots, 
and their value after being fed. 


Mr Parmentier again mentions ſome facts, tend. 
ing to ſhow the wholeſomeneſs of potatoes to all 
ages: And he gives an account of a variety of 
diſhes made from potatoes, in different ſnapes 
and mixtures. 

Ĩhhe peaſants reckon the following delicious 
Tood. Inſtead of boiling them, they put them in- 
to an earthen veſſel, greaſed with butter, and roaſt 

them in an oven. 


Among other preparations of potatoes, are a 
variety of confectionary goods, The author con- 
cludes with an account of an elegant entertain- 
ment conſiſting of numerous diſhes, which he 
made entitely of potatoes, to which he invited 

many of his friends. 5s 


Ul. 
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II. 


Medical and Chirurgical Osſervaticns, as an Ap- 
 pendix to a former Publication, by Benjamin = 
Gooch, Surgeon, 8vo, London, 


: F the firſt part of this publication, the author 
gives an account of ſome of the moſt conſi- 
derable epidemics which prevailed in | the years 


1739 40, 41, and 42, 


In conſequence of a warm ſultry ſummer and 
autumn, in the year 1739, a fever, of a putrid ma- 
lignant nature, was produced, of which many 

died. The pulſe in general was not very quick, 
but unequal and depreſſed ; the blood loft its co- 
heſion, and, in many, purple or livid eruptions 
occurred. Blood-letting and purging were found 
to be almoſt equally prejudicial : And, in gene- 
ral, the cure conſiſted in emptying the ſtomach 
and bowels with gentle vomits, glyſters, and the 
mildeſt catharics. Saline draughts were given 

with advantage; as alſo fubacid and aceſcent li- 

quors, ſuch as cyder whey, Rheniſh wine whey, 
and the like. The bark and elixir of vitriol 
were likewiſe found to be very ſerviceable, This 
e feyer 
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fever raged about two months, and totally ccaſed 
upon the coming on of the froſt at Chriſtmas. 
During the continuance of the froſt, which was 
extremely ſevere from Chriſtmas till the begin- 


ning of February, people in general were healthy; 3 5 


but, upon the thaw coming on, pleuritic and peri- 
pneumonic diſorders, with coughs, were very fre- 
quent; which, in general, however, yielded to 
blood - letting and the uſual antiphlogiſtic regi men. 
Towards ſummer, as the weather grew hotter, 
a diſeaſe, vulgarly called the mumps, began to ap- 
_ pear. It is a febrile diſorder of the inflammatory 
kind, attended with ſwellings of the face, neck, 
and throat; the ſkin appearing of a colour ſome- 
what deeper than. a damaſk roſe, but without 
pain. Theſe ſwellings ſeldom termirated in ab. 
ſceſſes; and, when they did ſo, upon opening, they 
healed kindly by the common treatment. The 
general antiphlogiftic method of cure ſucceeded 
| beſt: And when any thickneſs. or hardneſs of the 
parotid or ſubmaxillary glands remained, they 


yielded readily to ſmall dozes of Merc. dulc, with 
gentle purges, at due intervals. A liniment of 
Ung. Caerul. mit. et Linim. volat. was likewiſe ot 
uſe applied to the parts. In five or fix caſes, 
treated by the author, 2 metaſtaſis of the morbi- 


T 
17 
* 
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fic matter to the teſticles took place; and the tu- 
mors there were attended with more pain, and 


removed with more difficulty: But all of them 
cured without ending 1 in luppuration. 


Soon after the mumps diſappeared, another 
epidemic was introduced; a fever which was 
evidently of the inflammatory kind, and yielded 
to the general treatment of inflammatory diſeaſes. 
| Blood-! -letting, in particular, was of the greateſt | 
ſervice. By a letter from a gentleman, then on 

board the Royal Sovereign, in the bay of Biſcay, 
we are informed, that this epidemic was not con- 
fined to one region or climate, but that it equally 
prevailed in different latitudes, and that the cure 
conliſted in the ſame general mode of treatment. 
To this inflammatory fever ſucceeded, in May 
1742, 2 malignant one, attended with the gangre- 
nous ſore throat; and which continued to rage in 
that part of the country for ten years. The pa- 
tients could not bear blood- letting, purging, or 
the cool antiphlogiſtic regimen, * uſcful in other 
fevers; but, on the contrary, cordials, alexiphar- 
maſes, and antiſeptic gargles, with preparations 
of the bark, were found very ſerviceable. Our 


author, however, declines entering into any par- 


culars of the diſcaſe, it having already been jo 
fully 
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fully treated of by Dr. F othergill, Dr. Huxiam, 
and Dr. Wall. 


After theſe obſervations on \ febrile complaints, 
ve are next preſented with ſome ſurgical caſes 
and remarks. The firſt is a caſe of a frac- 
ture of the maxilla inferior which, being im- 
| properly treated, produced a caries of that bone: 
= So that it was neceſſary to take out about an inch 
of the whole ſubſtance of the bone, with one of 8 
the dentes canini, and one of the molares, ſtill in 
their ſockets. The cure, however, was ſoon ef- 
fected, the ſpace being filled up with oſſeous mat- 
ter which became ſo hard and firm as to admit 8 
of maſtication without any uneaſineſs. . 


The two following caſes are fractures of the 
ſkull; one from a fall, and the other from amuſket- 
ſhot ; both of which, however, did well, with the 
aſſiſtance of the trepan: And in one, the violence 
from the fall had been ſuch, as to occaſion a wide 
ſeparation, the whole extent of the coronal ſuture; 

and at this part a fluid appearing under the dura 
mater, it was thought adviſeable to divide. it the 
whole length of the ſuturewith ſciſſars, which was 
from one temporal bone to the other. The opera- 
tion, however, as was already obſerved, ſucceed. 

| 6d very . : 


The 
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The two following caſes are from gun-ſhot | 
wounds, in both of which amputation of the 
arm was found neceſſary, one at the articulation 
of the humerus with the ſcapula, and the other at 
the fractured part of the bone, which too was 
yery near the joint, In the former, the patient 
died from loſs of blood, the artery not having 

been properly ſecured. In tne latter caſe, the 
patient was ſeized with a fever, and did not reco- 
ver. Mr Gooch, here, takes occalion to remark, 
that, with a very little attention, the courſe of the 
blood in the ſubclavian artery can be very eaſily 
ſtopped, by preſſure upon the clavicle immediately 
above the little pectoral muſcle; and he thinks, 
that a machine might eaſily be invented for that 
purpoſe, which would render amputations at that 
joint as eaſy as in any other part. The next is a 
caſe of empyema, from a bruiſe upon the breaſt; 
which was cured by a perforation into the cavity 
of the thorax. One of the ribs was found carious, 
and about two inches of the whole ſubitance of it 
extracted. Towards the concluſion of the cure, a 
rib on the other fide was fractured by a violent 
fit of conghing: But of this alſo the patient re-. 
Covered, 


Ix 


C 


In compound fractures, where ſplinters of bones 
protrude, we are directed to ſaw off ſuch portions. 


And a remarkable caſe is here mentioned, of a 


very bad fracture of that kind, which did well, 
and in which it was neceſſary to take off above 
two inches of the whole ſubſtance of the tibia. 
Another remarkable caſe of compound fracture 
is likewiſe mentioned, in which a violent hacmor- 
rhage occurred from an artery that run in the 
bony ſubſtance of the tibia; which conſequently 
could not be compreſſed, and which, from its ſi- 
tuation, could not be taken up with a ligature, 
By the author's advice, however, a portion of the 

bone was taken out with the trephine, which laid 
the artery bare ; by which means it was * | 

ly ſecured. 


A very remarkable caſe of a ſeparation of the 
head of the femur from its neck, is next taken 
notice of. It occurred from a fall upon the great 
trochanter; but being miſtaken for a ſprain, the 
caſe was improperly treated; ſo that the limb con- 
tinued much ſhorter than the other; ſhrunk 
much from it natural ſize; and the fre and toes 
continued to be turned upwards. Upon the pa- 
:1ent's death, which happened not very long after 
the ac cident, the nuſtake was diſcovered by diſ- 


ſecti on 
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ſection; and a figure of the appearance is here 
given by the author. In ſimilar caſes, he recom- 
mends a conſtant gentle extention of the limb, 
with a plaſter compreſs, or ſome proper pad. 
ſecured by a roller, ſo as to prevent the end 
. of the bone from riſing out of its natural ſitua- 
tion. 


The author then gives an account of a very 
ſingular ſwelling of the left ovarium in a woman 
of 25 years of age, who at that time too was preg 
nant. In the eighth. month, however, being 
ſized with violent vomitings, great pain, heat, 
and tenderneſs of the abdomen, notwithitandins 
every thing that was uſed, ſhe died, and without 
being delivered. Upon diſſection, the uterus was 
found mortified on the left ſid e, with a foetus of a 
natural fize and form contained in it, which did 
not appear to have been long dead. The ova- 
rium on that fide was of the. fize of a melon, and 
beginning to be mortified ; and on being laid o- 
pen, it was found to contain a full quart of an an- 
theromatous matter, with a fatty ſubſtance of the 
ſize of a turkey's egg, having a great quantity of 
hair intermixed with it, and at tlie bottom of the 
ovarium were two irregular bones, in one fide ot 
which was fixed a perfect inciſive tooth, with an 
ne 
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imperfect tooth adjoining; and in the other was 


a complete canine tooth. —A plate of the whole 
is exhibited. 


The next caſe that occurs, is a very remark- 


able one, of a gentleman, who, for ſeveral years, 
had once or twice a year an attack of fever, 


which, along with other ſymptoms, was attended 


with a peculiar itchineſs of his ſkin, but parti- 
cularly of his hands and wriſts, and which ſoon 
ended in a total ſeparation of the cuticle from 
| theſe parts. It could eaſily be turned off from 
the wriſts down to the tops of the fingers, and ſo 


formed a kind of cuticular glove: with plates of > 


which we are here favoured. 


A caſe of univerſal emphyſema from a fractu- 


red rib, is the next in order. The ſecond day af- 
ter the accident, a puncture was made into the 


thorax, which diſcharged a vaſt quantity of air 


and ſome bloody ſerum : The patient, however, 


died. There is a cafe mentioned too, which 
was ſuſpected to be a collection of purulent mats 


ter in the cavity of the thorax. The patient hav- 
ing ſome time before that laboured under a peri- 


pneumony, which ended in an ulcer of the lungs, 


2nd a conſequent ſpitting of matter. An open- 
ing. however, yo made into the cheſt, it was 


found : 
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found to contain nothing but; air; and the patient | 
recovered, 


A caſe of a very large me tumor, „ reaching 
from the groin, along the labium pudendi, to the 
anus . hip, is next taken notice of. The 
whole was extirpated, and a cure obtained. In 
bronchocele's our author diſſuades from exciſion, 
as he never ſaw any of them proceed ſo far as to 
endanger ſuffocation: And he takes notice of two | 
or three caſes that were like to have ended fatal- 
| ly, from the haemorrhage that ſucceeded the ope- 
rations. In one of theſe indeed, the patient died, 
eight days after the * and evidently from 
the loſs of blood. 


In a collection of matter in the ſinus maxillaris, 
an opening being made from the mouth, and a 
canula introduced, a perfect cure was obtained. 


The next caſe taken notice of by our author i is 
an opening into the ſlomach, through which the 
food and drink paſſed in conſiderable quantities, 
and which had been the conſequence of a tumor 
ſituated on the region of the ſtomach, » uch 
came to a ſuppuration, and burſt outwardly. The 
patient lived in that ſituation for ſeveral monchs; 
and was at laſt carried olf by an accidental * 
Upon 
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Upon diſſoction, the ſtomach was found adhering 
all around the orifice to the peritonium, which 
had prevented the aliments from talling into the 
: Cavity of the abdomen. 


A very bad cancerous caſe i in the mouth ang 
parts about, is the next in order. It had pro- 
ceeded originally from the patient uſing a pipe 
which had newly come out of the mouth of a per- 
ſon troubled with a complaint of the ſame nature. 
After every remedy had been uſed, and with no 
fort of advantage, the corroſive ſublimate was pre- 


ſcribed; which being perſevered in, a thorough _ 


cure was obtained. An opiate was conjoined, 
- which our author maintains prevents the bad ef- 
fects of that medicine upon che inteſtines. 


In a mort treatiſe upon cancers in general 
which we are here favoured with, extirpation is 
recommended as the moſt certain practice: And 
we are told that the author has ſucceeded ſo far 
in this way, that, independent of ſchirrous tumors 
of different ſizes from the breaſts of women of all 
ages, he has actually extirpated, with ſucceſs, ma- 
ny entire cancerous breaſts: two of which had 
even been for ſome time in an ulcerous ſtate; and 
the patients continued R well more than 


ten years after. 
In 


COMMENTARIES. ms. 


In operations of this kind he adviſes the incifion 
to be made very large, ſo that there may be no 
fort of riſk of any of the diſcaſed parts remain- 
ing; and likewiſe, that an iſſue ſhould be kept 
open, for a conſiderable time, in the neighbour- 
hood of the part. In ſuch caſes, where operating 
— not thought adviſeable, when attended with 
much pain, blood letting and gentle laxatives are 
recommended, with the Peruvian bark, and ſa- 
turnine applications externally. Our author has 
never obſerved any ſort of advantage from cicuta | 
in cancerous caſes, 


A very remarkable caſe of an enlarged diſeaſed 
liver, is the next of importance that occurs. 
Upon diſſection after death, that viſcus weighed 
twenty eight pounds, though the patient from 
whence it was taken was below middle ſize. 


A patient complaining of a violent acute pain 


in the rectum, internal piles were at firſt ſuſpect- 
ed; but, upon introducing the finger, a ſtone was 
felt, which being cut upon through the ſphinc- 
ter ani, was eaſily extracted, though upwards of 
an inch in length, and of the thickneſs of the lit- 
tle finger. An abſceſs had ſome time before that 

formed in perineo, which had been opened, and 


in which it was ſuppoſed this ſtone had been 
lodged 
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| lodged ; but having got out of its courſe, it had 
fixed itſelf in the rectum. | 


A very ſingular caſe is mentioned, of a man 


who no ſooner went into the ſun than his ſkin be- 
gan to be tickled, attended with an uncommon _ 
heat; it became ſtiff as leather, and as red as ver- 
milion. Cold bathing and many other remedies 


were tried, but with no advantage: At laſt, how- 


ever, a cure was performed by ſmall dozes of ca- 
lomel, together with lenient — and a 
: proper attention to the non-naturals.. 


In a nephritic caſe, attended with a vaſt diſ. 


charge of blood from the urethra, feveriſhneſs, 

conſtant vomiting, and purging; after every thing 

_ elſe had failed, a large doze of ſolid opium, had 
the effect to ſtop the vomiting, procured ſleep, 
and the Patient thereby recovered. 


*A remarkable caſe of a man who never ſleeped, 


is taken notice of in a letter from the author's 
friend at Madrid. This perſon enjoyed a very 
good ſtate of health till his death, which happen- 


ed in the 73d year of his age. He had a kind of 


doing for about a quarter of an hour, once in the 
24 hours; but even that was not ſound, tho it 
was all the ſleep he was ever known to take. 


EY 
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In a letter from Dr Monſcy to the author, is 
narrated the hiitory of a caſe of palſy of the left 
arm, attended with a very acute pain, extending 
from the thumb up to the middle of the humerus, 
where it ſtopped. Almoſt every fort of medicine 
and application had been made uſe of, but with 
no effect; and the only thing that afforded any 
relief was gentle tapping juſt at the junction of 
the laſt vertebra of the neck with the firſt of the 


back. At laft, however, rattle ſnake wine was 


ordered, which happily produced a cure. In the 
ſame letter too, we are informed of a cate of le- | 
5 proſy cured by this medicine. 


In a letter to the author from Mr Revans ſur- 
geon at Haleſworth, is deſcribed a very ſingular 
caſe of a puncture through the cranium, in a 
child, by a pair of ſharp pointed ſciſſars, into 
which a probe could eaſily be introduced full two 
inches, and from whence was diſcharged a vaſt : 
quantity of ſerum, for ſeveral days, at the rate of 
thirty-ſix ounces in the twenty-four hours. Up- 
on the ſtopping of this diſcharge, the child was 
ſeized with drowzincſs, convulſions, &c. when it 
was thought adviſcable to apply che trepan, which 
however, did not produce any diſcharge of ſerum; 
nor did opening the dura mater have that effect. 

Vol. KH. - "Sd: 
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At the time of writing this letter, however, the 


child was in good health, and the wound looked 
well. 


II. 


Fraiti 4 Odontalgie, ou Pon preſente un Syſtime 
nouveau ſur Þ Origine et la Formation des Dents, 


une Deſcription des differentes Maladies qui af. 
feRent la Bouche, et les Moyens de le guerir. Par 
Pierre Auzebi, 6 Dentiſte a Lyon, 1 zmo, — 


To this work are prefixed many ample recom- 


mendations of it, by a number of phyſici- 
ans of the firſt eminence at Lyons, who extol it for 


its ingenuity and merit. From the following ac- 


count our readers may be enabled to judge how 


far it is entitled to ſuch encomiums. It conſiſts 
of eight chapters; in the firſt of which we are 
preſented with the anatomy of the mouth. 


In the ſecond, Mr Auzebi gives a new idea of 


the origin and formation of the teeth. He refu- 
ſes that the opinion of the growth of bones in ge- 
neral, as depending on the extention and deve- 
lopment of membranous germs, can be applied 
to the teeth. In whatever period of growth a 


bone 
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bone be examined, the ſame form i is obſerved in 
it, and all its parts are developed at the fame time, 
in duerelation to one another. On the contrary, 
the parts of a tooth are formed in ſucceſſion; and, 
according to our author; one part acquires its 
whole bulk, while another is yet unformed. He 
farther obſerves, that in caries of bones, the ca- 
rious part, in conſequence of the oſcillations of 
the veſſels in the ſound bone below, falls off, and 
gives place to a new growth, Whereas, in the 
teeth, if the enamel be broken, they become cari- 
ous, like other bones; but this caries continues its 
| progreſs ; and no remedy can ſeparate the ſound 
part from the unſound. This, he imagines, is a 
proof that there are neither fibres nor veſſels in 
the fubſtance of the teeth; and he concludes, that 
they muſt have a different conformation from 
other bones, 
After theſe arts, Mr Auzebi, proceeds 
to give his own ſyſtem of the formation of the 
teeth. But, previous to this, he obſerves, that 
the lymph can, of itſelf, form hard and ſolid bo- 
dies, eſpecially when in a ſituation where it is ex- 
poſed to the action of heat. By this means, he 
imagines the ſeroſity will be evaporated, and 
there will remain only ſuch parts as, by a pro- 
Bb2z per 
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per poſition of their ſurfaces, can join and uiite 
| ſtrongly with cach other. In his opinion, there- 
fore, all that is neceſſary is, to ſhew how the ſc- 
cretion of lymph is made into the ſockets, and in 
what manner the lymph takes invariably the form 
of different teeth. Lo account for this Mr Au— 
| 2ebi obſerves, that the nerves and veſſels of the 
teeth, having advanced as far as the middle of the 
ſockets, join together, forming a kind of cord, 
and afterwards loſe themſelves upon a muſculo- 
membranous veſicle, which anatomiſts have called 
chorion, and which they have in general ſuppoſ- 
ed to be the germ cf the teeth. He imagines, that 
the arterial ramifications, which end at this veſicle, 
depoſit into its cavity a certain quantity of blood, 
which not being carried off ſo quickly as it is 
brought, is under a continued preſſure. 


From this preſſure, he affirms two different ef. 
fects follow. Firft, the blood dilates and opens 
| the pores of the membrane which compoſe the 
veſicle, and by this means, fits them to receive 
the lymph, which as being the vehicle of the red 
part, is in its nature a very fine fluid, And, /e- 
condly, the veſicle, by its contraction compreſſing 
the blood, accelerates the ſeparation of the lymph, 
and forces it to paſs through its pores, which 


from | 
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from their ſmallneſs, will not admit the red glo- 


bules. He ſuppoſes that the lymph thus ſepara- 


rated and forced out of the veſicle, is poured in- 
to the ſocket, where it hardens, and by degrees 
forms the teeth. According to our author, there- 
fore, it is not by the root that the tecth begin to 

be formed ; but by the oppoſite end, and even by 

the enamel ; which, after acouiring its full ex- 
tent, becomes thicker, by new {ſtrata applied in- 
ternally, till the body of the tooth be completely 
formed. After this, the offeous juice continuing 
its courſe into the ſocket, and finding no more 


room, diffuſes itſelf under the velicle ; and after 


covering it, ſurrounds the cord of veſſels bclong- 
ing to the tooth, and forms a ſmall ſpindle, which 5 
reaches to the bottom of the ſocket, and is what 


is called the root of the tooth. The number of 


roots, therefore, which any tooth has, will corre- 
ſpond to the number of cords which ended in the 
veſicle. Ls 


With regard to the figure of the teeth, our au- 


thor obſerves, that it depends upon the interior 


configuration of the ſocket, and ſome other cir- 


cumſtances. He ſuppoſes, for example, that the 


inciſores are flat, becauſe the jaws are very thin 


at the interior part. They are thin, and cut ho- 


rizoatally 
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rizontally at their extremities, becauſe, from the 


mouth being ſhut, and the gums preſſing mutual - 
ly on each other, they are forced to take a level 
form. The canini are pointed, becauſe, from the 
riſe of the inciſores, this preſſure is prevented. 
The molares have ſeveral inequalities, which de- 
pend on the diſpoſition of the gum, and of the o- 
: ther parts to which they are applied. 


This theory of the formation of the teeth, Mr. 


Auzebi obſerves, is ſupported by the inf peftion 
of the teeth of a large animal, ſuch as a calf 
| newly killed; and by the calcination of the 

teeth, which diſcovers neither the ſmall cells 


nor poroſities obſeryable in other bones formed 
originally from ſimple membranes, 


In the third chapter, the author treats of the 


cutting of the teeth, and of the means to be uſed 
for the prevention of thoſe accidents which ſome- 


times attend it. His remarks on this ſubje are 


_ chiefly confined to the frictions that are uſed ei- 


ther by the finger, or any other means, with a 
view to promote the cutting of the teeth. Theſe 
practices he condemns, as hurtful, from the cal- 


lofity which they induce, by that means render. 


ing the gum more difficult to be cut afterwards. 


To 


COMMENTARIES. 38; 


To remedy this, he adviſes, that whatever is uſed 
fo rub the gums with be rough on the ſurface, 
| becauſe, from friction with a ſubſtance of this na- | 
ture, the gums are diſpoſed to ſeparate, 


3 The fourth * contains an account of the 
ſhedding of the teeth; of their being replaced; 
and of the error that has been entertained, that 

the firſt teeth have roots. Here Mr Auzebi ob- 

| ſerves, that, as in early life the humours are leſs 

charged with ſaline and terreſtrial particles, the 

teeth in children cannot be ſo ſtrong as in adults. 

| Hence the firſt teeth, deſtined to grind tender a- 

liment only, become inſufficient to bruiſe what is 

more hard and tough. Thus they are ſhaken 
by the frequent ſhocks they receive, and when 
they are once looſe, their fall becomes inevitable, 
becauſe they cannot be moved without ſeparating 
from the veſicular membrane which furniſhes 
their nouriſhment ; and becauſe, when they are 
ſeparated from this membrane, the lymph deſti- 
ned to form their roots, can no longer adapt itſelf 
to them, ſo as to conſtitute one ſolid body. By 
this means it overflows, and diffuſes itſelf into the 
cavity which ſerved as a mould to the firſt tooth, 
and becomes the rudiments of a new one, infi- ; 


nitely more ſtrong and ſolid. 
This 
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This new tooth, formed in the bottom of the 
ſocket, when it has acquired a certain bulk, ne- 
ceſſarily puſhes out the firſt tooth. The ſhedding 
of the teeth, Mr Auzebi obſerves is, beſides this, 
much forwarded from the firſt teeth having no 
roots. This opinion he ſupports, in oppoſition | 
to moſt dentiſts, upon the principles he has adopt- 
ed of the formation of the teeth ; that the baſe is 
firſt formed, and that the root Is the laſt part of 
e the tooth which i is completed. 


Mr Auzebi obſerves, that it is not always pro- 
per to pull a firſt tooth, when it has remained a 
conſiderable time after it ought to have been ſhed. 
When this happens, the probability is, that roots 
have been formed to it, in which caſe there is lit- 
tle chance of a ſecond ſucceeding it. And, even 
when it 15 thought neceſſary to pull a firſt tooth, it 
ought to be done with the greateſt caution, leſt the 
veſicular membrane be hurt, upon the ſafety of 
which our author thinks the growth of the ſecond 
tooth entirely depends. When ſeveral of the 
frſt teeth, next to each other, have fallen at once, 
and the ſecond teeth ſeem to be coming in a 
bad direction, he adviſes that the vacant ſpaces 


be filled * with pieces of ivory, ſhaped on pur 
„ Fot. 
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poſe, by which means the teeth will be kept 1 in a 
proper ſituation. 


In the ſixth chapter, the author gives an ac- 
count of the methods uſed for replacing ill ar- 
ranged teeth, by means of plates of metal, and of 
threads, applied differently, according to the diſ- 
poſition of the teeth. He next treats ; of caries in 
the teeth, the conſequence of ſcurvy, and he gives 


a general view of ſcurvy, as affecting the whole 


ſyſtem. He obſerves, that however the teeth may 
differ in ſtructure, from the other bones, the caries 
which affects them is the ſame, in both ariſing 
from the ſtagnation of a fluid which ought to cir- 
culate. When a tooth is car.ous, he recommends 
that the whole of the affected part ſhould be re- 
moved with an inſtrument, and that the opening 
ſhould afterwards be ſtopt as cloſely as poſſible, 
with gold- leaf or lead. 


re 


IV. 


Detail des Succes 4 P Etabli — que la 2 de 
Paris a fait en faveur des Perſonnes noytes, a- 
| wee. les differentes Inſtructions qui y ſont rela- 
tives, et la Maniere dont on doit faire Uſage des 
| Obpets contenus dans la Boite, ou ſe trouvent 
reunis les principaux ſecours qu'on doit admini- 
rer aux Noyts. On y a joint une notice chrono- 
logique des differents Ouvrages publies ſur cette 
 matiere depuis 1700. Par M. P. A 1240, 
Paris, : 


Re experience has put it beyond all 
| doubt, that many, ſuppoſed to be dead, 
from being immerſed in water for a conſiderable 
time, may be recovered by the application of pro- 
per means. This has induced different ſtates in 
Europe to adopt ſuch plans as they judged beſt 
calculated for a purpoſe fo valuable. And in the 
- treatiſe now before us, we are preſented with an 
account of the ſucceſs which has attended the e- 
ſtabliſnment in the city of Paris, a place where 
accidents from drowning frequently happen. 
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A ſimilar treatiſe is propoſed to be publiſhed e- 
very year, that the advantages reſulting from this 
eſtabliſhment may be the more evident. | 


| The hiſtories with which we are here preſented, 5 
are divided into three claſſes. The frft contains 


an account of drowned perſons recovered by the 
aſſiſtance given them; of the nature of the aſ- 
ſiſtance which they received; of the time 
which they had been under water; of the time 
which was employed in their recovery; and, of 
all the different means of cure which were uſed. 
In the ſecond claſs, an account is given of the time 
of the ſubmerſion of thoſe who, after being taken 
out of the water, had the means of cure em- 
ployed without ſucceſs. And, in the third, 
are enumerated thoſe caſes on which no trials 
were made, becauſe they evidently appeared = 
unneceſſary. 


ln the firſt claſs, we are preſented with twenty- 
three caſes. One recovered after being three 
quarters of an hour under water, four after half 
an hour, and three after a quarter of an hour. 
All the reſt were taken out immediately upon fal- 
lung in; yet, in every caſe, the patient was de. 
prived of ſenſe and motion. 


In 
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In the ſecond claſs, five caſes are given, where 
the remedies, though tried, had no effect. One 
of theſe patients had been under water for an 
hour and a half, two for an hour, and one for 
three quarters of an hour. In this caſe, the re- 
medies had ſo much effect that the patient receiv- 
ö al extreme unction. The time for which the fifth 
: patient had been under water was unknown. 


| In the third claſs we have two caſes only, 
Each of theſe patients had been in the water for 
twelve hours. From the flexibility of their joints, 


the author imagines, that, had remedies been pro- 


perly applied, it is not impoſſible they might have 
been recovered. 


After ſome account of the remedies uſed by 
others, the author next mentions thoſe which are 
ordered to be employed in the city of Paris. 

Theſe are as follows: 


1. The wet cloaths are to be taken off as ſoon 
as poſſible; the patient muſt then be well rubbed 
with warm flannel, and afterwards kept warm be- 


8 fore the fire, or put into a warm bed, which, where 
it can be had, is preferable. 


2. Air 
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2. Air muſt be blown through a pipe into the 
mouth, taking care that the noſtrils be at the ſame 
time ſhut, 


is Inje&tions of tobacco ſmoke muſt be thrown 
up the anus, by a machine fitted for chat Pur- 
pole. : 


| * The noſe and throat malt be irritated with 
a feather, ſnuff, or a little ſternutatory powder; 
and volatile alkali muſt be held to the noſe. 
5. The whole ſurface of the body muſt be well 
rubbed with flannel, dipped in camphorated ſpi- 
rit of wine; and, if it be imagined that the pa- 
tient can ſwallow, he muſt be made to take one 
or two yore of the ſame liquor. 


6. All theſe means of cure muſt be continued 
for a long time: Perſeverance is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; and it is often only after two or three 
hours of uninterrupted labour that che firſt ſions 
of life appear. 


The adminiſtration of theſe remedies, in the 
city of Paris, is intruſted to the guard ſoldiers, 
who have printed copies of the above directions, 
and have the medicines and r.cceflary inſtrumet 8 


1. a box, by which means they c can be caſily tranſ- 


ported, 1 
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ported, ſhould an accident happen at any diſtance. 
A premium is given to the firſt perſon who gives 
information that any one has fallen into the wa- 
ter, and likewiſe to the ſoldiers adminiſtring the 
remedies, who have beſides — other pace | 
| This treatiſe i is concluded wich a chronological 
account of all the different books and eſſays that 
| have been written upon the ſubject of — 
1 drowned — 8 


: 


3 and Obſervations on the Mz: were! Wa. : 
ters of Philadelphia, Abington, and Briſtol, in 


the Province of Penſylvania. Read June 18. 


1773, before the American Philoſophical Society 
beld at Philadelphia, by Benjamin Ruſh, M. D. 
Profeſſor of Chemiſtry in the College of Pbiladei. 
- 8vo, Philadelphia. | 


N the treatiſe now | before. us, Dr Ruſh pro- 


poſes, firſt, to give the chemical hiſtory of 


the waters of Philadelphia, Abington, and Bri- 


: ſol 1 in America; chen to mention ſome of the dif- 
_ eaſey 
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eaſes in which they are uſeful; and, laſtly, to ſub- 
Join ſome directions, with regard to their uſe. 


The water of the Philadelphia ſpring, freſh from 
the pump, has a ſlight fetid ſmell, is ſomewhar 
tur bid, and after being expoſed for a few hours 
to the air, it depoſites a yellow ſediment. Its 


ſmell is increaſed by reſt; it has a ſtrong ferru- 


ginous taſte , and its ſpecific gravity is to that of 
rain- water, as 1000-45 to 1000, The Abing- 
ton water has a ferruginous taſte, and, by expo- 
ſure to the air, becomes turbid, depoſiting a yel- 
low ſediment. Its ſpecific gravity is to that of 
| rain-water, as 1000.90 to 1000. The Briſtol 
water is tranſparant, but depoſites a yellow ſedi- 
ment upon ſtanding a few hours in the open air; 
it has a ferruginous taſte; and its ſpecific gravi- 
ty is preciſely the ſame with that of rain- water. 
All theſe waters are emetic, purgative, or diure- 
tic, according to the conſtitution of the patient 
with whom they are employed, or the quantity 
taken into the ſtomach, They likewiſe 3 
the pulſe and promote perſpiration, 


The reſult of twenty-one experiments EY - 
upon theſe waters in the way of mixture, gives 
the following concluſions. They contain no al- 
_ kaline ſalt; They are free from any large quan- 

5 yp 


„„ “ 
tity of ſaline or calcareous matter: They contain 
no acid in a ſimple ſtate: They all contain iron. 


which Dr Ruſh imagines is diſſolved in them, 


without the aſſiſtance of an acid, an alkali, or fix- 
ed air; hence he concludes, that iron is in ſome 
dergee ſoluble in ſimple water. The quantity of 
iron, he obſerves, which is found in theſe and all 
other chalybeate waters, varies according to the 
| ſeaſon of the year, the time in which they are 
drawn from the ſpring, and the degree of calci- 

| nation the iron has undergone. | 


One quart of Philadelphia water e upon : 
8 evaporation, t three grains of an iron ochre, and 
one of an earthy ſalt, which ſeemed to be com- 
poſed of vitriolic acid, and magneſia alba. Three 

quarts of Abing ton water, upon evaporation, 

gave half a grain : of common ſalt and fix grains 
of iron. One quart of Briſtol water yiel led, by 
evaporation, one grain of iron, and one of com- 
mon ſalt. | 


In the ſecond chapter, the author proceeds to 
mention the diſeaſes in which theſe waters are 
uſeful. He recommends them in hyſteria; in 
palſy, where the pulſe i is not full, and where the 
ſymptoms of plethora are wanting; in the gout, 


when it comes on in the decline of life; in old 
diarrhoeas 


COMMENTARIES. 393 


Aiarrhoeas, unattended with gripes or a diſcharge 
of blood; in want of appetite, owing to a defect 
in the ſtomach; in cholics ariſing from mere 
weakneſs of the bowels ; in obſtruftions of the 
| liver and ſpleen, whether ariſing from indolence, 
intemperance, or intermitting fevers ; in dropſy, 
but there they muſt be employed in larger quanti- 
ties than in other diſeaſes, and continued only 
while they operate by urine and ſtool; in chro- 
nic rheumatiſms; in the piles; in female obſtruc- 
tions and weakneſſes ; againſt worms; in cuta- 
neous diſeaſes; in ulcers, whether ſcorbutic or 
ſerophulous; in diſeaſes of the — and blad- 
der; and in obſtinate gleets. 


The author cautions againſt their uſe i in os 
chondriaſis, in moſt caſes of hacmorrhagy, in a- 
cute rheumatiſm, i in gout during the pri ne of life, 
and in all diſeaſes where an inflammatory diathe- 
ſis prevails. 


In the chird chapter, which concludes this wk, 
| Dr Ruſh gives his opinion concerning the me- 
thod in which theſe waters are to be uſed. He 
adviſes, that they ſhould be drunk at the foun- 
| tain head in the morning, at noon, and in the 


evening, to the quantity of a pill or aalt a pint 
Vox. II. "” Way at 
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At firſt, by people of delicate conſtitutions, gradu- 


ally increaſing the doze, to the quantity of five 
or ſix half pints in a day, and uſing always ſome | 
gentle exerciſe immediately after drinking _ 
If the ſtomach cannot bear them by themſelves, = 
cinnamon or mint water ought to be added to 
them ; and if they do not keep the belly gently 
open, laxatives mult be employed for that purpoſe. 
They may be drunk for ſeveral months, in any 
ſeaſon of the year, eſpecially in ſpring, autumn, 
and ſummer. During their ule, the patient ought 
to be very ſtri& with regard to the quantity of his 
_ —: RY” 
This treatiſe is eoneluded with a view of 
the comparative efficacy of theſe waters. Dr 
Ruſh prefers thoſe of Briſtol and Abington, on 


account of the free air and exerciſe which can be 


enjoyed at the ſame time that the waters are 
drunk. 


VL 
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An Extract of a Letter from Dr Nooth te Dr 

Franklin, F. R. S. on ſome Improvements on the 
Electrical Machine. Vid. Pbileſophiral Tranſac- 
lions, Vol. 6 3. Pert. 2. le, London. 


T. ws author of tliis paper was his ob- 
=» fervations, by remarking, that, while conſi- 
derable improvements have bin made in the ſci- 
ence of electricity in general, the electrical ma- 
chine has hitherto remained in an imperfect ſtate, 


To diſcover the cauſe of the uncertainty in the 
action of electrical machines, Dr Nooth's atten- 
tion was firſt directed to the appearances produ- 
ced by a machine in motion, and to the effects 
which the glaſs and rubber had on each other. 
He conjectured that part only of the electrical fluid, 
excited by the friction, was carried to the glaſs in 
motion. This ſuppoſition ſuggeſted an experi- 

ment, the event of which ſufficiently proved that 
the greateſt part of the excited fluid was, in ge- 
neral, reabſorbed by the fore part of the cuſhion, 
C4 2 without 
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without becoming ſenſible on the ſuperior part of _ 
the glaſs. This fact being aſcertained, he next 

attempted to diſcover ſome method of preventing 
the return of the electrical fluid, till it made a re- 
volution upon the globe. After many trials, he 
found that this might be effected by the i interpo- 
ſition of ſilk, rubbed over with bees wax, between 
the fore part of the cuſhion and the globe. When 
the ſilk was ten or twelve times doubled, all com- 
munication between the glaſs and the cuſhion 


ſeemed to be prevented, and the power of the ma- 
chine was greatly increaſed. 


Hain remedied a defect in the anterior part 
of the cuſhion, attention was next paid to the po- 
ſterior part of it. As this is the part alone con- 
cerned in excitation, the object was to render the 
afflux of electric matter as great as poſſible, by 
the application of the moſt perfect electrics. This 
end was obtained by confining the amalgam to 
that part where the glaſs firſt comes in contact 
with the rubber; and then making a communi- 
cation, by tin- foil, between the amalgam and the 
metallic plate, below the cuſhion ,; or, what an. 
ſwered better than the tin-foil, by fixing a piece 
of leather, covered with amalgam, to the poſte- 

rior part of the rubber, in ſuch 2 manner as to 


Allow 
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allow about an inch of it to paſs under the cylin- 
der. By either of theſe means, the electric matter 


found an eaſy acceſs, and the power of che ma- 
chine was incredibly augmented, 


F rom theſe experiments, the author obſerves, 


that it ſhould be an invariable rule, in the conſtruc- 8 


tion of all electrical machines, to place non. con- 


8 ducting ſubſtances at the fore part of the cuſhion, 


and conducting ſubſtances at the poſterior part 
of it. With this intention, variouſly conſtructed 
rubbers may be employed ; but the moſt power- 
ful excitants which Dr Nooth has tried, were 
made of ten or twelve doubles of filk ſtuffed with 
hair, The ſupport of the cuſhion alſo, our au- 
| thor obſerves, ſhould have its conducting and 
non- conducting fide. For this purpoſe, he ad- 
viſes, that it ſhould be made of baked wood, ha- 
ving the poſterior part of it covered with tin- 
foil 


Dr Nooth concludes this paper with ſome ob- 
ſervations reſpecting the diſpoſition of the amal- 


gam. To make it adhere to the poſterior part of 


che rubber, he recommends that it ſhould be mix- 
cd with pomatum, and that a little hair-powder 
mould be ſtrewed on during the revolutions of 
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the TOY By attention to theſe pri inciples, he af- 
firms that the electrician has nothing to fear from 
the humidity of the atmoſphere, and that the ma- 
chin ne will v cork quay well inallkinds of weather. 


| VII. 


Account of a new Hygrometer, by M. J. A. De 
Luc, Citizen of Geneva, F. R. S. and cor e- 
ſpradent Member of the Academics of Paris ang 
Fr Vid. Philoſophical 7 ranſa*tions, 

. 63. Part 2. . 410, London. = 


HE plan which Mr de Luc propoſes to > fol- 
low in this paper is, to relate the means by 
; which he attempted to improve the hygrometer, 
and the obſtacles he met with; the means by 
which he endeavoured to overcome theſe difficul- 
ties; the degree of perfection at which he has ar- 
riv . the hopes he has of farther improvement; 
and the uizs which may be derived from his firſt 
experiments. 


According to cur author, the effential requi- 
fites of a hygrome eter are, 1½, The ſettling a 
fixed Point, trom x hich every meaſure of the 
lame kind ſhoutd be taken, analogous to that of 

boiling 
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boiling water with the thermometer, when the ba- 
rometer is at a certain height. 2. The aſcertaining 
degrees equally determined, or comparable in dif- | 
ferent hygrometers, as in the thermometer. 3: 
Conſtancy in the variations produced by the ſame 
degrees of humidity, An inftrument, with theſe 
conditions, he ſuppoſes, will enable obſervers to 
underſtand one another, when peaking of diffe. 
rent degrees ol hum! dity. 


In attempting to aſcertain the firſt point, he con- 
ſiders the hygrometer itſelf, and rhe phaenomena 
humidity operates. He endeavoured to find a fixed 
point in the extremes of dryneſs and moiſture, and 
in the intermediate degrees. His attempts to eſta- 
bliſk it in the extreme of dryneſs and the inter- 
mediate degrees were fruitleſs. At laſt, after much 
reflection, water occurred to him as the extreme 
of humidity, or what he afterwards exprefles by 
the term humor. The ſtate, in which the water 

was uſed, was that of melting ice. This princi- 
ple being eitabiiſhed, his attention was next direct- 
ed to the hygrometer itſelf. tHe firſt endeavour- 
ed to diſcover a ſubſtance that was affected by hu- 
mor, without being altered by it. He found 
that ivory, in a particular en poſſeſſed this 
quality. The next object of attention was, to dil. 

cover 
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cover the form beſt fitted to be ate! upon by hu- 
midity. After repeated trials, he found, that a 
hollow cylinder, the variations in the capacity of 
which, when more or leis moiſt, he could meaſur: 
with quick-filver, was beſt adapted for the pur. 
poſe. To this 1vory tube, he fitted a glaſs one, 

the riſing or falling of the mercury in which, 
ſhewed that the iyory tube was more or els de- 
= prived of moiſture. 


Ihe next difficulty was to find out a way of e- 
ſtimating the changes of capacity in the ivory 
tube, by means of the variations of the height of 
the mercury in the glaſs one. This he perceived 
might be effected by applying to his hygrometer 
a thermometrical tube already graduated, by 
means of two fixed points, It would then be ne- 
ceſſary only to know the proportion of the weights 
of mercury in this thermometer, and the hygro- 
meter to which it was applied, that degrees in this 
laſt inſtrument might be as well determines] as 114 
the firſt. 


Every principle being thus ſettled, it now only 
remained to invent the conſtruction of the inſtru- 
ment. Of this we have next a particular account, 
together with a plate and explanation of it. He 
then relates his Gt obſervations made with this 


urgro. 
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hygrometer, and his experiments, with a view of 
_ diſcovering the accuracy of the inſtrument. From 
this, it appears, that the difference of four hygro- 
meters, expoſed in places where humidity may be 
ſuppoſed to have had equal acceſs to them, was 
_ uſually from 19 to 21. And the different inſtru- 
ments did not always preſerve the ſame propor- 
tion to each other, | 
The author next preſents us with ſome conſi- 
 qerations on the degree of accuracy which this 
inſtrument has obtained. Though its defects evi- 
dently appear, yet he obſerves that they are not 
more conſiderable than thoſe of the barometer and 
thermometer, when theſe inſtruments firſt came 
out of the hands of their inventors; and as 
their defects are now ſurmounted, we ſhould not 
deſpair of remedying thoſe of the hygrometer. 


The author next points out his views for the 
improvement of this inſtrument. Theſe are as 


follows: 1. The iyory pipes ſhould always be ex- 


actly of the ſame thickneſs, and turned upon braſs 
cylinders. 2. The texture of the ivory ſhould be 
the ſame, in the whole circumference of the pipe; 
and, as there is often a difference in the organiza- 
tion of different parts of the ſame tooth, an homo- : 
genous part ſhould be choſen, that which is moſt ſo 
1 „„ being 
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being in general between the center and the ſut- 
face, at ſome diſtance from the apex. 3. The ivo- 
ry pipe ſhould be perforated exactly in the directi- 
on of its fibres. 4. Attempts ſhould be made to 


make the degrees of the hygrometer corr efpon« 


with equal degrees of moiſture ; for this purpoic, 


{ome ende, very greedy of moiſture, ſhould 


be placed in very exact ſcales near the hygrometer, 


and its augmentation or diminution of weight 
compared with the variations in the inſtrument. 
5. To determine the preparation which ivory pipes 


muſt undergo, in order to acquire a laſting degree 
of conſiſtence, old hy grometers ſhoutd be compa- 
red with new ones, for aſcertaining whether they 


have undergone any alteration, and in what de- 
gree. 6, In fixing the extreme of liumidity, care 
ſhould be taken that the ice ſhould be free from 


duſt. Laſtly, inquiry ſnould be made, whether 


there be not a difference between the effects of 


heat upon the ivory of the hygrometers and upon 
the glaſs of the thermometer, ſenſible enough to 


be attended to in correcting the effects of chis 


cauſe upon the hygrometer. 


After this Mr De Luc gives 2 detail of ſome 
obſervations made with his hygrometer. One of 


kheſe, he thinks, throws lome light on the phae- 


nomena 


8 1 
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nomena of dew. When the {ky is cloudy, there is 
little or no dew, and the air is not ſo much cooled 
immediately after ſun- ſet. This phaenomenon, 
dhe author accounts for in the following manner. 
When there are no clouds in the air, the heat of : 
the inferior air, and that which riſes from the earth, 
Mpates itſelf into the ſuperior regions, and then 
the vapours which are diſperſed throughout the 
| air, condenſe and fall down in dew: But when the 
clouds continue, they ſeparate the inferior from 
the ſuperior air; and thus prevent the diſſipation of 
the heat, by which means the yapours remain ſul- 
_ pended. When the ſky grows cloudy, ſome 
hours after ſun-ſer, although the Heat has been 
ſenſibly diminiſhed, it is again increaſed ; becauſe 
continuing to riſe out of the earth, it is accumu- 
lated in the inferior air. Mr De Luc here takes 
it for granted, that the moſt common and plenti- 
ful dew proceeds from the air, and not, as ſome 
have ſuppoſed, from the earth. 


Another 8 which, as being connect. 
ed with medicine, the author thinks it worth 
while to mention is, that, from the reſult of his 
trials with the hygrometer, in warm water, it ap- 
pears, that, when an cqual quantity acts, the war- 
mer 
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mer the water is, the more it ſeparates the parti- 
cles of thoſe bodies which it pervades. 


WET ; VIII. 
” ; 
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Of the Electric Property of the Torpedo, in a Letter, 
from John Walſh, Eſq; F. R. S t Benjamin 
Franklin, Eſq; L. L. D. F. R. S. and Ac. R. Par. 
Soc. Ext. Sc. Vid. Philoſophical 7 ranſactions, 8 
V. ot. 6 3. Part 2. 4to, London. 


T 11 E information which this paper contains 
concerning the torpedo was ſent by the au- 
| thor in two letters to Dr Franklin. In the firſt 
letter, which was written from Rochelle, and da- 
ted the 12th of July 1772, Mr Walſh obſerves, 
that the torpedo is electrical, and that its electrici- 
ty is conducted and interrupted by the ſame bo- 


dies as artificial electricity: That the back and 


breaſt are in different ſtates, ſo that a ſhock took 
place on a communication being eſtabliſhed be- 
tween them; but no effect was produced when 
they were touched with wax or glaſs. The numb- 
ing ſenſation, which this animal eccaſions, can be 
. exactly 
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exactly imitated by a charged phial. No ſpark. 
has ever been obſerved to accompany the ſhock 
from the torpedo ; and of at leaſt 200 ſhocks, not 
above one extended higher than the elbow, This 
animal can give forty or fifty ſucceſſive ſhocks 
when inſulated, and thele with little or no dimi- | 
nution in their force. The experiments which 
ſhewed theſe phænomena were made chiefly in the 
open air. . 
In the ſecond letter, which is dated at Paris the 
27th of Auguſt 1772, Mr Walſh informs that he 
ſpent a week at the Iſle of RE in making experi- 
ments on this animal. He found that the vigour 
of the freſh taken torpedo was not able to force 
the electrical fluid through the ſmalleſt tract of 
air; not even through an almoſt inviſible ſepara- 
tion made by the edge of a pen- Knife in a lip o? 
tinfoil paſted on ſcaling wax; and tlie {park 
could not be diſcovered even in darkneſs. 


Ihe effect produced by the torpedo, when in 
air, appeared, on many repeated experiments, to 
be about four times as ſtrong as when in water. 
During Mr Walſh's ſtay at Rochelle, he made 
ſome publick exhibitions of his experiments. A A 
narrative of what paſſed was inſerted in the French 
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Jgazette, and he now avails himſelf of this teſtt- 
mony to the facts he has advanced, by giving a 
franſlation of that narrative. 


Before out author left the ſeas which abound 


with this ſingular animal, he reſolved ſtill ſarther 
to examine its electric powers, when acting in 


water. A large torpedo, very liberal of its 


ſhocks, being held with both hands, by his elec- 


tric organs above and below, was briskly plunged 
into water, to the depth of a foot, and inftantly 
raiſed an equal height into the air. He was thus 
continually plunged and raifed for the ſpace of a 


minute. At the inſtant his lower ſurface touched 


the water, in his deſcent, he always gave a violent 
ſhock; and another ſtill more violent at the in- 
ſtant of quitting the water, in his aſcent. Both 


theſe ſhocks, particularly the laſt, were accom- 
panied with a writhing in his body, as if he meant 
to force an eſcape. Excluſive of theſe two ſhocks 


on the ſurface of the water, which may yet be ; 
conſidered as delivered in the air, he conſtantly 
gave, at leaſt rwo, when wholly in the air, and 


conſtantly one, ſometimes two, when wholly in 


the water. The ſhocks in the water, however, 


were much weaker than thoſe in the air. 


4 
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A torpedo in water being touched on his elec- 
tric organs with ore hand, white the other hand 
Was at ſome diſtance in the water, communicated 
a ſhock to both at the fame time. From this, 
and other experiments, the author concludes, that 
| bodies immerſed in water may be affected by 
immediate contact with the torpedo; that the 
ſhorter the circuit in Which the clectric fluid has 
to move, the greater will be the effect; and that 
by the intervention of ſome ſubſtances, the ſhock 
may be commun:cated from the animal in water 
to a in air. 


Mr Walſh © obſerves, that the power of this ani- 
mal in exciting electricity, reſides in what ke calls 
its electric organs alone ; the reſt of its body be- 
ing no otherwiſe concerned in this effect than as 
conducting electricity. Theſe parts ſeem to be 
in ſuch a manner ſubject to the will of the animal, 
that their upper and under ſurfaces, when in a 
ſtate of equilibrium with reſpe& to electricity, 
are capable, from its mere energy, of being 
thrown inſtantly into an oppoſition of plus and 
minus, analogous to the condition of the charged 
phial. When the electric organs of the torpedo 
are thus charged, the upper ſurfaces of the two 
ae in one ſtate of electricity, and the under ſur- 
faces 
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faces in an oppoſite ſtate. In proof of this, Mr 


Walſh obſerves, that no ſhock can be obtained by 


an inſulated perſon, touching both organs above 
or both below, and that the production of the ef- 


fect depends ſolely on an intercourſe bei ng male 
between the oppolite ſurfaces of the organs, whe- 
ther taken lingly or together. 0 


From all that has been ſaid, the author con- 
cludes, that the effect of the torpedo evidently 
proceeds from a particular modification of the 
electric fluid; and he finiſhes this paper with an- 
ſwering ſome objections that may be brought a- 


 eainſt the ſuppoſition. Theſe are, that the char- 


ged phial occaſions attractive or repulſive diſpoſi- 
tions in other bodies; that its diſcharge is obtain- 

ed through a portion of air; and that it is accom- 
panied with light and ſound, nothing of which 


occurs with reſpect to the wepeds, Theſe diffi- 


culties he ſolves, by ſhewing, that the ſame quan- 


tity of electric matter, according as it is uſed in 
a denſe or rare ſtate, will produce different con- 


— 


To this ingenious paper by Mr Walſh, are 
ſabjoined ſome anatomical obſervations on the 


* by Mr mow? n. At the deſire of 
Mr 
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Mr Walſh, Mr Hunter undertook to diſſect and 
examine the peculiar organs, by which the tor- 
pedo produces its electrical effects. 


The torpedo is of the family of the Rays, nor 
does it differ materially from the others in its ge- | 
neral ſtructure and anatomy, excepting in its e- 
lectric organs. Theſe are ſituated on each ſide 
of the e and gills, reaching from thence to 
the ſemicircular cartilage of each great fin, and 
extending longitudinally, from the anterior ex- 
tremity of the animal, to the tranſverſe cartilage 
which divides the thorax from the abdomen. 
They conſiſt wholly of perpendicular columns 
of different ſhapes, teaching from the upper to the 
under ſurface of the body, and varying in their 
lengths according to the thickneſs of the part of 
the body where they are placed. They are plen- 
tifully ſupplied with blood veſſels and nerves, par- 
ticularly the latter; in ſo much that Mr Hunter 


obſerves the magnitude and number of nerves _ 


beſtowed on theſe organs, in proportion to their 
fize, will, on reflection, appear as extraordinary 
as the phaenomena they afford. But how far it 
may lead to an explanation of their operation, time 
and future diſcoveries alone can fully determine. 
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IX. 


Pbarmaccpecia Collegii Regii Mediccrum Edinbur- 


5 genſis, $Vo, Edinb urgi. | 


TE college of phyſicians of Edinburgh fir 


publiſhed their diſpenſatory in the year 
1699 ; they afterwards gave new editions of it 


in 1722, 1733, 1744, 1756; and it is now pre- 
ſented to the public for the ſixth time. At each 
publication many alterations were made; but at 


no time have more conſiderable changes taken 


place than at preſent. In giving an account of 
this work, it might, perhaps, be expected, that we 
| ſhould point out the many changes that appear in 
it; but, as we preſume that the book, from its ge- 


neral utility, will be in the hands of moſt of ow 


readers, we judge it leſs neceſſary to enter into 


any full detail. 


The catalogue of the materia . is a 
abridged, as thoſe ſubſtances only are inſerted 


which are employed in the preſent practice; and 
| 3s thoſe ſubſtances are omitted, which are almoſt 
always to be found in every family. In other re- 


ſpects, 
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ſpects, however, the ſame catalogue is a little aug- 
mented, as ſeveral new medicines are introduced, 


and as ſeveral medicines, which formerly ſtood 
among the prepared and compounded, are now 


brought into the liſt of the materia medica, be- 
| cauſe they are ſuch as cannot be conveniently pre 


pared by the apothecary himſelf, and are more 
eaſily procured from others, who make 2 trade of - 
ſuch articles. 


The changes i in the materia A en are il leſs 
conſiderable than thoſe made in the prepared 
and compounded medicines. This part of the 


work is much abridged, by the omiſſion of almoſt = 
all thoſe medicines which cannot be long kept in 
their prepared ſtate, and are to be prepared only 
when occaſion for their uſe immediately requires. 


They are thus properly left to be varied at the diſ- 
cretion of the preſcriber. Beſides theſe, many others 


are omitted, as they have come to be negleted 
in the preſent practice, and are therefore to be ſup- 

poſed leſs proper, efficacious, or elegant. Ex- 
amples of this may be obſerved in the articles of 
ſimple and ſpirituous waters, vinegars, conſerves, 


powders, and ſeveral others. The melita are en- 
tirely omitted, as it would ſeem that, in the com- 
_ poſivion of medicines, the 1 think honey 
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has no ade over ſugar, md hae i its condi- 
tion 1s, at the * time, vcd more uncertain. 


In moſt of the articles retained, the college have 


made conſiderable changes in reducing them to 
greater ſimplicity, in adjuſting the proportions 
more exactly, or in giving them a more elegant 
form. Their ſtudy of ſimplicity appears remark- 
able in the electuarium thebaicum, which they 
have given as a ſubſtitute, not only for the theria- 
ca of the laſt edition, but alſo, as we ſuppoſe, for 
the theriaca, mithridate, philonium, and ſeveral 
other luxuriant compoſitions of the antients. 


A few other of the conſiderable . may 
be here pointed out. The Tin#ura martis is di- 
rected to be prepared, not as formerly, from the 
filings, but from the fquamae, or thoſe flakes 
vhich fall eff in the hammering of hot iron. The 
advantage of this is, that the tincture does not 
then let fall the iron, as the others always did; 
whence it continues to be more nnn of the 
fame ſtrength, 


_ "The Elixir proprietatis vitriolicum and Elixir vi- 
trioli dulce are now in their quality more exactly 
aſcertained, by the ſtate of the Spiritus vitrioli 
dulcis being more exactly fred. 3 

The 
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The Tinfuro ſeunae compeſita is rendered | 
More ſimple; and, as we judge, more agreeable 


and efficaci IOUS, by jalap's being employed in * 
of rhubard. 


In preparing the extracts of jalap a Peruvian 1 
bark, the ſolutions, inſtead of being made, as for- 
merly, both by infuſion in ſpirit and decoction in 

water, are now prepared by means of a ſpirituous | 

menſtruum only. 


"= Aquaraphani compoſita, inſtead of being di- 


ftilled in the common ſtill, is now ordered to be 


made by diſtilling ſpirit of wine from the horſe- 
radiſh root, in the heat of boiling water; and 


adding afterwards ro the diſtilled _ an aroma- 
: ric water, 


The oil of amber is now ordered to be rectiſi- 
ed by diſtillation, repeated four times, and every 
time in a clean retort, leaving behind about an 
eighth part of the oil which was put in. 
The Acidum nitri vinoſum, or, as it was for- 
merly named, the ſpiritus nitri dulcis, is now or- 
dered in ſuch a manner, as to render the prepa- 
ration more eaſy, and the medicine more perfect. 


The "WEE is to be obſerved with reſpect to the N 
Ener aethereus vitriolicus. 


The 
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The Spiritus ſalis ammeniaci vinoſus, and Spiritus 
vclatilis aroma ticus are made by ſimple mixture, in 
place of the diſtillation commonly employed. 


Inſtead of ordering the calcination of plants, for 
obtaining a fixed alkali, the college have now, un- 
der the title of Sal lixivius purificatus, given direc- 
tions for obtaining a very pure alkali from the al- 
kaline ſalts, prepared for the purpoſes of bleach- | 
ing and other arts. 


The T artarum ſolubile and regeneratum, in fol- 
lowing the London college, are more properly a tl 


rected than they were before, 


T he Mercurius corrofrous ruber, or, as it is 
commonly called, the red precipitate, is directed, 
ſo as the flaky appearance, peculiar to that pre- 
paration, may be produced by a proper manage- 
ment of the calcination, and that without any other 


menſtruum having been employed 1 in the ſolution 
than the nitrous acid. 


The Tartarum emeticuns is directed with greater 
exactneſs, for obtaining both a more effectual and 
more uniform preparation. 


In the compoſition of the hand ſyrups, the 
ſugar is ordered by troy or medical weights, and 
| 9 | | 12 
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the proportion of it is, therefore, more _—_ ad- 


0 zuſted. 


In the ointments and plaſters, nothing is more 
remarkable than the omiſſion of turpentine, which 
had formerly been fo univerſally employed. In 
doing this the college ſeem to avoid ſometimes the 
acrimony, and ſometimes the uncertainty of con- 
ſiſtence which the turpentine might occaſion. 


The college have not only made theſe, and 
many other changes in this edition, but have alſo 
introduced many new medicines. Among theſe 
are all the medicines which have of late been re- 
commended by Profeſſor Storck of Vienna; 
beſides which, the following may be taken notice 
of: Oleum expreſſum e ſemine ricini. This ſtands 
in the catalogue of the materia medica, as ſuppo- | 
ſed to be imported from abroad; but the college 
have found, that, when the ſeeds can be had in 
good condition, the oil expreſſed from them here 
is more to be depended upon, chan that imported 
from abroad. Tindtura abhſintbii is directed to be 
made by a double infuſion, a method which might 
probably be employed for other tinctures with 52 


vantage. Extractum ſeminum cicutae is alledged to 
be leſs uncertain in its operation than the extract 5 


from the leaves. 
Calx 
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Cats antimonii nitrata 1s, we beli eve, intended | 
to anſwer che purpoſes of James 8 powder. 


Pulvis e jalapa compoſitus i is ordered, becauſe 
the triture of the jalap renders its operation more 
gentle, and alſo more powerful. b | 


The following alſo, VIZ, Tingtura e kino, Tinc- 5 
tura meconii, Tinctura moſchi, Lixivium cauſti- 
cum, Magneſia uſta, Cuprum ammoniacum, Calx 
ſive flores zinci, Pulvis ſudorificus five Doveri, Pi- 
lulae coerule ae, Pilulae Plummeri, Trochiſci be- f 
chici cum o pio, may all be conſidered as new 
medicines but they hardly require our remarks. 
| Upon the whole, we believe that the choice, 
ſimplicity, accuracy, and ſkill which appear in 
this work will render it very agreeable | to the 
public. ER 


er 
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Medical Obſervations. | 
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The Hiſtory of an uncommon Swelling of the Arm, 

which, after threatening a general Gangrene, ter- 
minated favourably. By Mr. J ohn Aikin, Sv 
geon at M. * ton. 


' Young man, aged about eighteen, tall and 

5 luſty, was ſeized, in ſpring 1772, with a 
kind of ſiow fever, which, after continuing three 

or four weeks, left kim ſpontaneouſly. He 

thought himſelf well enough to go to work, and 

had appointed a pe. ſon to call him early on Mon- 
day morning; when on the Sunday night he was 

attacked with violent rigor, ſucceeded by acute 


| pain, in the leit arm. In the morning it was much 
ſwelled 
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ſwelled and diſcoloured, The pain continued, 


and the ſwelling and diſcoloration increaſed; when 
on the next day I was ſent Hs 


1 found his hand and fore arm greatly ſwelled, 
and, for a conſiderable ſpace, ſtained with a pur- 
pliſh red, in ſome places heightened almoſt to 
black, The tip of the right ear was affected in 
the ſame manner. In * reſpects he ſecmed 
perfectly well. His pulſe was tolerably ſtrong, 
and not at all accelerated; and his appetite con- 
tinued pretty good. I immediately put him upon 
a courſe of Peruvian bark, joined with an aroma- 
tic; got him plentifully ſupplied with red port 
wine; and ordered a ſpirituous fomentation to 
the affected parts. The diſeaſe, however, for a 
while continued its progreſs. The red ſtains 
turned to black, and overſpread the whole hand 
ard arm; and gangrenous yeizcations appeared 
on the ſurface. The other arm began to be affect- 
| ed; and ſpots appeared upon his cheeks and breaſt, 
The pain was ſtill fo acute as to prevent his leep- 
ing. In other reſpeas, however, he continued 
5 1 well. 


1 perſiſted ſteadily in the treatment mentioned 
above; and, in another day, the diſeaſe ſeemed 
to be at a ſtand. [ now looked for a ſeparation 

OY of 
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of the morbid from the fond parts; ſince their 
appearance was ſuch, that I could not conceive 
of any better termination. But I was here agree- 
ably diſappointed. The ſkin gradually recover- 
ed its native colour, exactly in the ſame manner 
as it had loſt it. The deep purpliſh black chan- 
_ ged to crimſon, This became lighter and lighter, 
till at length theſe moſt formidable appearances, 
which ſeemed to threaten a general mortification, 
were entirely confined to the left hand. Here 
the diſeaſe made its laſt ſtand ; and the ſkin broke 
about the roots of the fingers, which till remain- 
ed black and much ſwelled, The ſeparation of 
the morbid parts was tedious, but was at laſt ef- 
fected, with no other loſs than that of the laſt 
' phalanx of two fingers; the uſe of the reſt and 
of the hand remaining entire. 
The patient's general health continned verſe. 
ly good; and he is now ſtrong and hearty. It is 
to be obſerved, that he was of the loweſt claſs of 
our working people, whoſe diet is generally very 
low and poor; conſiſting very much of pota- 
toes and butter-milk, There was a ſcrophulous 
taint in the family; but I could not find that he 
had ever been affected with it. 


II. 
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A Caſe of Melancholia tared, by Dr. William 
Grant, Phyfician & in London. 


M* — was farmarly « grocer in this 5 
city, and by great induſtry and attention 
acquired a competent fortune by the age of fifty, 
with which he retired into the country. There 
he propoſed to live in eaſe and affluence. But he 
did not conſider that a mind accuſtomed to exer- 
tions does not agree with idleneſs. Like ſtag- 
nant water, it corrupts, and one muſt abate his 
diet in the ſame proportion he does his bodily la- 


He ſoon became bloated and big bellied ; and 
found himſelf melancholy without cauſe ; and, at 
laſt, when almoſt tired of life, he conſulted a 
Phyſician, who ordered iſſues, bliſters, bark, 
ſteel, cold bathing, and many other medicines, 
- without effect. At laſt he became delirious with- 
out fever; and never went to ſleep, from an ima- 
gination that the devil was continually tempting 


him to hang himſelf. 
Upon 
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Upon examination, I found his tongue foul ; 
his pulſe full, ſoft, and beating only 5o ſtrokes in 
a minute; his belly was big, hard, and coftive 
his countenance was dejected ; his eyes prominent 
and yellow; his colour ſallow ; and he was ſulky, 
and very obſtinate, He was averle to taking any 
drug, becauſe, ſaid he, my body is very well, and 

drugs cannot hunt the devil from me, who now 
duns in my ear, C-— , * yourſelf at 
* once, and get out of miſery.” 


1 this fs "By was put upon a diet of 
fruit, vegetables, and Rennet whey; and he took 
every morning, Man. opt. z ü. Tart, ſolub. 3ſs. 
in a pint of common emulſion. After three days 
a ſcruple of jalap was added, becauſe the emulſion 
vas found inſufficient to keep his belly open. 
At the end of the third week, his pulſe got up to 
78; and he began to purge. He was then 
put into a tepid bath for an hour every night; and 
the emulſion was continued, without the jalap. 
At the end of the ſixth week, his eyes were clear, 
his tongue pretty clean, and his belly ſoft, though 
till bulky. He had alſo ſome ſleep; his pulſe 
| was 80; and the devil was abſent for many hours 
in the day tine. 
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I now propoſed to him to continue his diet and 
emulſion, and to go into the cold bath every 
morning; upon which he flew into ſuch a rage, 
that I foes y perceived I had made leſs progrets 
than I imagined: And accordingly, I had him 
removed from his brother's houſe, to a proper 


houſe, where the diſcipline ſoon made him calm 


and tractable. There he went on with the diet, 
cold bathing, and emulſion, till he was free from 
the devil. Upon this, the manna was gradually 
taken out of the emulſion, and the ſoluble tartar 
alone kept his belly regular; although ſometimes 


he found i it neceſſary to take one of the Pil. ruſt, 


at night, to aſſiſt the emulſion. At the end of the 
third month, he was allowed broth and boiled 
meat for dinner; and continued to mend ſlowly 
to the end of the fifth month, when he was re- 
moved to his own houſe in the country, contrary 
to my advice. They write me, however, that there 
he takes his ſoluble tartar, and either works in his 
own garden, or rides on horſeback every day; 
and is, upon the whole, pretty well. Had he re- 
mained here fix or eight months longer, I think 
I would have anſwered for his cure. 


III. 
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The Hiſtory of a Caſe, in which a Quantity of Pus 
from an Abſceſs, near the Refum, making its 
way into the Scrotum, gave the Appearance of 
4 Hernia, by Mr Thomas Anderſon, Surgeon in 
Leith, and Member of the 2 of —ͤ—qu in 

Edinburgb. 


3 Abt about fifty years of age, of a middle 
ſtature, very muſcular, and rather corpu- 

lent, about the beginning of March 1770, was 
attacked with a cough, to which he paid little at- 
tention for two cus; But, at the end of that 

time, he became affected with a ſevere pain in his 
ſide. He was then three times blooded, and en- 
joined to uſe a low diet. By the firſt of April, 
the pain in his fide was much abated : But the 
cough was rather increaſed : and he complained 
of a pain in the anus, * upon coughing, 
was very ſevere. 


This pain continued * till the fourth = 
of April, it was then almoſt intolerable upon 
coughing, and very uneaſy when he was in an 
_ erect poſture. His pulſe, which hitherto had al- 
ways 
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ways been under a hundred in the minute, now 
roſe to 120. In this ſituation he was blooded, 


had an emollient injection, and a gentle laxative : 


ö by the mouth. 


On tlie «th, 6th, and 7th, the pain in the anus 
continued. He was blooded each of theſe days ; 
and at each bleeding loſt about 16 ounces of 
blood. His belly was at the 2 time kept open 
by laxatives; and emollient injections were thrown 5 
up twice a day. 


On the morning of che eighth, he complained 


= of a hardneſs at the anus, which extended from 


| thence about half way to the ſcrotum, on the left 
| fide of the ſeam in perinaeo, and felt to be about 
the thickneſs of a finger. The ſkin was not dif- 
coloured; but upon its being touched, a moſt. 
Exquiſite pain was excited. He was again blood- 
| ed, an injection thrown up, and an emolient 
poultice applied to the part. His complaints, 
however, were not mitigated z and about five in 
the evening he was ſeized with a fit of general 
_ convulſions, upon coming out of which, he com- 
| Plained of his ſcrotum being much ſwelled: 
When it was examined, the left fide was. found 
greatly diſtended, from the rings of the muſcle to 
the bottom of the ſcrotum. This tumour was of 


an uneven peace; but he complained of ſo 
much 
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much pain from the ſmalleſt preſſure, that it was 
difficult ro examine it. From its appearance, 
however, and trom its taking place almoſt inſtan- 
taneouſly, it was concluded to be a portion cf 
the abdominal viſcera. But no reduction could 
be attempted. He now found himſelf much re- | 
| hieved from the pain of which he had before com- 
plained, and his ſcrotum was only uneaſy, if it 

was preſſed or not ſuſpended. Ar this time he 
got a laxative, which procured him three ſtools 
before next morning. 5 


On the morning of the 10th his pulſe was 110, 
and ſmall; the heat of his body was natural; and 
he found himſelf eaſy, except upon motion, or 
any preſſure to the ſcrotum, which ſtill gave ex- 
quiſite pain. About five in the evening, he was 
much oppreſſed; his pulſe was 120, and ſmaller 
than before; he was now and then affected with 
hiccough; and in the middle of the tumour the 
ſkin was dry, and gave a crackling noiſe, upon 
preſſure, In this ſituation he was viſited by Dr 
Gregory, Mr W. Gibſon, Mr Thomas Wood, 
and Mr J. Gibſon, who were all of opinion that 
the only chance for recovery was, from the ope- 
ration, for the bubonocele, being immediately 
performed. It was at the ſame time much doubt- 
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ed, whether it was not even already too late. As 
he would not, however, then ſubmit to it, warm 
applications were put to his feet; and warm port- 
wine given him frequently. e 


Next morning about 10 o'clock is pulſe was 
120, but fuller; the fingultus was gone; he had 
got ſome ſleep during che night, and found him- 

elf eaſier. But the tumour was ſtill as painful 
zs ever upon preſſure; the dryneſs of the ſkin in 
the middle of it was larger, — the crackling, 


upon preſſure, more diſtinet. The — 
was now reſolved upon. 


When the inciſion was carried through that 


part of the ſkin which crackled upon preſſure, a 


quantity of air was diſcharged, which ſeemed to 
have been contained between the ſkin and the 
vaginal coat. Immediately upon opening the va- 
ginal coat, there flowed out a quantity of thick 


well digeſted pus; and, upon the opening being 


enlarged, upwards of ſixteen ounces of it were 
diſcharged. It was now found, that no part of 
the viſcera had paſſed the ring of the muſcles, 
and that the tumour was entirely owing to this 
collection of pus in the tunica vaginalis. After 
this he was perfectly free from pain at the anus; 
. N its his 


COMMENTARIES. 427 
his other ſymptoms gradually diſappeared ; and 


the wound was ci icatrized 1 in five weeks, 


IV. 


An Account of the Paracenteſis being performed 
inthe Thorax, for the Cure of an Enphyſema. By 
Mr George — — in Leith, 


oy A Man about 37 years of age, who had for 
: ſeveral years laboured under a cough, at- 
tended with difficulty of breathing, on the morn. 
ing of the 1ſt of April 1769, was ſuddenly awa- 
kened with a ſevere fit of coughing, violent pain 
in his ſide, and great difficulty in breathing. The 
pain was fixed to one place, between the 7th and 
8th ribs, It was much increaſed by his cough, 
which, at the ſame time, became more frequent. 
A ſurgeon in the neighbourhood was immediate- 
ly ſent for, who blooded him, and gave him a 
pectoral decoction. As he was not relieved, the 
bleeding was repeated in the forenoon, and a 
bliſter applied to the place in which he complain- 
ed of the fixed pain. In the evening of that day, 
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I was deſired to viſit him, when I found him af- 
feed with the ſymptoms mentioned above. His 
pulſe beat between ſeventy and eighty ſtrokes in 
a minute; and the blood which had been laſt ta- 
ken from him was not in the leaſt ſizy. I order- 
ed him a ſolution of Gum. Ammoniac, and a 


_ purging clyſter, as he had been coſtive for lome 
days. = 


On the ſecond, he ſtill continued as before, 
nothing relieved by the bleeding, bliſtering, or 

glyſter. His pulſe was ſoft and not quicker than 
natural. In the night he accidentally obſerved 
Nis ſcrotum md ſwelled, but without pain. 

Next morning, upon a careful examination, the 
whole right fide was found covered with an em- 
phyſematous ſwelling, which yielded to the touch, 
but kept no impreſſion. Wherever it was preſ- 
ſed, it gave a on—__ noiſe. 


When I faw him on the fourth, the ſw elling 
had increaſed over his whole body. It extended 
alſo to his arms, hands, and neck, as high as the 
angle of the lower jaw. I directed that his whole 
body ſhould be rubbed with flannel cloths and 
camphorated oil; and, as he was ſtill coſtive, 
ordered him a bolus of jallap and calomel. 

2's On 
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On the 5th, the bolus operated well, but the ſwel- 
ling ſtill continued, and was attended with great 
oppreſſion in his breathing. The ſcrotum appear- 
ed to be more flaccid, but the penis itſelf was 
much enlarged. Upon mentioning this caſe to 
Dr Monro, his advice was, that the fide ſhould 
be accurately examined with a view of diſcover- 
ing at what part the air got into the cellular mem- 


brane. If the place could be diſcovered, he pro- 


poſed, that an inciſion ſhould there be made thro? 
the ſkin; and if that afforded no relief, or did not 
evacuate the air, that a perforation ſhould be 
made into the thorax by means of 2 trocar. 


His fide was carefully examined on the 6th ; 
but it was impoſſible to diſcover from what part 
the air got into the cellular membrane. The 
pain of which he complained had ſhifted lower 
down, and farther back than it was at firſt. As 
his difficulty of breathing, however, was much in- 
creaſcd, Dr Monro propoſed that an inciſion 
ſhould be made at the part where he was firit af- 
tected with the pain. This was accordingly done, 
about the middle of the thorax, between the 7th 
anal 8th ribs. His breathing however, was not in : 

any degree relieved, nor was any air diſcharged, 
unleſs upon rubbing towards the opening. A 
perforation 
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perforation was therefore made into the thorax, 
obl.qely, between the ribs. Upon withdrawing 
the pe: ſorator, ſuch a blaſt of air iſſued through | 
the canula, as to blow out a lighted candle, three 
or four times. Immediately upon this, from be- 
ing before in the moſt miſerable ſituation, he be- 
came eaſy, and almoſt totally free from his op- 

_ preſſion. His pulſe, which, before the operation, 


beat above an hundred ſtrokes in the minute, 


ſoon fell to ninety. A cork was put into the ca- 
nula, which was left in the opening, and tied 
with a ſtring round his body. On a violent fit 
of coughing, however, with which he was ſcized 
in the night, it came out; but it was again 
introduced next morning. 

As his difficulty of breathing was very incon- 
ſiderable, after the firft perforation, the canula 
was withdrawn altogether on the afternoon of the 
th. At that time ſeveral inciſions were made 
into the cellular membrane, in different parts of 
his body. Through theſe the air puffed out, 
when a preffure was made towards them, but 
„ - C39 

From the 8th to the lach. TY breathing con- 


re. was, however, pray diltreſſed with his 
cough, 


mued eaſy, and the ſwelling gradually abated. 
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cough, particularly when in a recumbent poſture, 
vhich obliged him to ſleep in a chair for ſome 
nights. On the 15th, the frequency of the cough 
excited ſuch a pain in his fade, as to render bleed- 
ing neceſſary. His blood appeared very ſizy; 
and next day the pain in his fide was much aba- 
ted. He then got an infuſion of ſcnna with ta- 
marinds, by way of — which operated 
well. 


On the 17th he was much eaſier, although he 
durſt not lie in bed during the night. He walk- 
ed through the houſe ; but complained, at times, 


"> "of pain in his fide, at the place where the ope- 


ration was performed. He imagined alſo, that 
there was ſometimes a riſing of the {kin there in 
a lump : But this I could not perceive, although 
I held my hand upon it for a conſiderable time, 
and made him put himſelf in all the different po- 
ſitions which he thought occaſioned the ſwelling, 
Next night he ventured to go to bed, and ſlept 
eaſily for ſome hours. From this time he con- 


tinued to recover; and, by the goth, excepting 


weakneſs, he was free from all complaints. His 
cough was even eaſier than before he was attack- 
ed on the firſt of April; and he eat and ſlept as 


well 
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well as he had done, at any time, for thirty years | 

"—_— 

: F rom this time, to the beginningof March 1770, 
he enjoyed a good ſtate of health. But he was then 

attacked 138 cough, pain of his breaſt, and dif- 


ficulty of breathing, to which a hectic fever ſoon 


ſupervened. Notwithſtanding every thing that 
could be done for him, theſe ſymptoms, particu- 
larly the hectic fever, daily gained ground; and 
he died on the 16th of April. 


I obtained permiſſion to examine his body after 
death. Upon opening the thorax, I found the 

Jungs in a very putrid diſeaſed ſtate, with ſome 
rubercles on the external ſurface of the right lobe, 
A great portion of them firmly adhered to that 
part of the pleura which lines the ribs ; particu- 
larly at the place where the perforation had for- 
merly been made into the cavity of the thorax. 
By making an inciſion into the right lobe, I dif- 
covered an abſceſs containing about four ounces 
of purulent matter, which emitted a very diſa- 
erceable ſmell. All the other viſcera appeared 
to be in a found ſtate. 


SECT 
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N purſuance of our plan of giving accounts of 


learned men, we ſhall here preſent our read- 
ers with ſome anecdotes of the late Dr Gilchriſt, 


whoſe death we mentioned in our laſt num. 


ber. | 


Dr Gilchriſt was born at Dumfries, in Scotland, 
in the year 1707. He began the ſtudy of medicine 
at Edinburgh, which he afterwards proſecuted at 
London and Paris. He obtained the degree of Dr 
of medicine from the univerſity of Rheims; and, 
in the year 1732, he returned to the place of his 
nativity, where he afterwards conſtantly reſided, 
and continued the practice of medicine till his 
5 


* 


1 t- 
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It may, with juſtice, be ſaid, chat few phyſici- 
ans of the preſent century have exerciſed their pro- 
feſſion in a manner more reſpectable or ſucceſsful 
than Dr Gilchriſt; and few have contributed 
more to the improvement of the healing art. 
Having been engaged in buſineſs at an early pe- 
riod of life „his attention was wholely devoted to 
obſervation. Endowed, by nature with a judg. 
ment acute and ſolid, with a genius active and in- 
ventive, he ſoon diſtinguiſhed himſelf by depart- 
ing, in various important particulars, from eſta- 
bliſhed, but unſucceſsful modes of practice. Se- 
veral of the improvements which he introduced 
have procured him great and deſerved reputation, 
both at home and abroad. 

1 practice, in ordinary caſes, was allowed to 

be judicious, and placed him high in the confi- 
dence and eſteem of the inhabitants in that part 
of the country where he lived. But his uſefulneſs 
was not confined to his own neighbourhood. On 
many occaſions he was conſulted by letter, even 
from the moſt diſtant parts of the country, 


In different collections are to be found ſeveral 
of his performances, which prove that he had 
ſomething new and uſeful to offer upon every 
ſubject to which he applied himſelf, But thoſe 


writings | 
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writings which have done him the greateſt honour, 
are two long difſertations on nervous fevers, in 
the medical eſſays and obſervations, publiſhed by 
| a ſociety in Edinburgh, and a treatiſe on the uſe 

of ſea voyages in medicine, which firſt appeared 


in the year 1757, and was afterwards reprinted, 
with large. additions, in 1771. 


If it ſhould be remarked, that 4 n on 4. 
vous fever abound too much with the theory of 
the ſchools, which prevailed at the time they were 
written; It may likewiſe be obſerved, that they 
contain many of the moſt prevailing opinions of 
the preſent times, But, whatever judgment may be 
formed of theſe particulars, it will be allowed on 
all hands, that, by means of the full and accurate 
relation which they contain, the attention of phy- 
ſicians was firſt turned to à ſpecies of fever which 
is now found univerſally to prevail in this coun- 
try. It will further be granted, that the liberal uſe 
of wine, which Dr Gilchriſt was the firſt among 
the moderns to recommend, has fince been adopt- 
ed in theſe fevers, by the muſt judicious phyſi- 
cians of the preſent age, and has probably contri- 
buted not a little to che ſucceſs of their practice. 


In his treatiſe on Sea-voyages, although we 
find him frequently acknowledging his obliga- 


Lion: | 
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tions to the antients, yet the work has in many re- 
ſpects been conſidered as an original one. It 
points out, in a manner ſo clear, and ſo much on 
the ſure footing of experience, the utility of ſea- 
voyages in various diſtempers, and particularly in 
conſumptions, that there is now a proſpect of out 
being able to employ a remedy in this intractable 


diſcaſc much more efficacious than any hitherto in 
uſe. | trans 


In the Won inden of this work, the author 
relates his own farther experience and obſervations, 
which ſerve to confirm what he had before ad- 
vanced. To theſe facts are ſubjoined the teſtimo- 
nies of ſeveral eminent phyſicians, in different 
parts of the world, to the efficacy of the remedy. 
In this edition alſo are contained many valuable 
practical obſervations on pulmonary diſorders in 
general, and on the method of diſtinguiſhing 
them, in ſo much, that it may juſtly be eſteemed 
one of the beſt accounts yet extant of theſe dan- 
gerous diſorders, and of the ſucceſs attending the 
different methods of treating them, 


In an appendix to this work, we have an ac. 
count of the ſucceſs which the author experienced 
from warm bathing in fevers. This practice, 


which had not formerly been attended to, is 
ey 
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there ſhown to be, in many caſes, highly bene- 
ficial. Since that time, it has in one ſhape cr 


other, been much employed; 1 with particular ad- 
vantage. 


Such is the ſhort account we offer of Dr Gil- 
chriſt as a phyſician, and as an author, With 
regard to his character as a man, much, we be- 
lieve, might be ſaid : But, to enter upon this ſub- 
ject is what our readers in general would not ex- 
pect, and what thoſe who kar him would reckon 
unneccſſary. 
= * 4% 4% * * 
Mr Jobs h Innes, who diſſects for Dr Munro in 
” Edinburgh, has favoured us with the following ac- 
count of a man, whoſe organs of generation and 
urine were of a preternatural conſtruction. This 
man, at the time of Mr Innes's examination, was 
thirty- one years of age. He was born of ſound 
and healthy parents. He had, from his birth, 
immediately above the os p ubis, a fungous excreſ- 
cence, of a red colour, reſembling granulation from 
a wound. This excreſcence is about the bigneſs 
of a middle ſized apple, and in each ſide of it 
there is an opening above the groin, through 
which a probe of fix inches long, and of the ſize 
of a crow's quill, can be introduced. It muſt be 
of a curved ſhape, he adapts it hinuelf to the 
paſſages 
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paſſages which ſeem to lead bakwards and out- 
wards. From the introduction of a probe in this 


manner, he complains of a flight pain about his 


| loins. He obſerves that his pain is often in the 
fide oppolite to that at which the probe is intro- 
duced. 
Through the two openings that have been 
mentioned, the urine flows conſtantly, unleſs there 
happen to be any accidental ſtoppage on either 
fide. Such a ſtoppage creates great uncaſineſs, 
and he removes it by the introduction of a blunt 
probe; the urine then flows as before. 


He has an imperfect penis. As far as it can be 
ſeen, it has much the ſame appearance as if it had 
been cut through the middle longitudinally, with 
the ſound fide upwards. It has not the leaſt ve- 
ſtige of any perforation or urethra. The crura 
penis terminating in the ſplit corpora cavernoſa 
can be diſtinctly felt; and there is a very ſmall 
ſwelling in the perinaeum, where the bulb of the 
urethra ſhould be. 


He has two ſmall teſticles below the rings of 
the external oblique muſcles, with diſtin& vaſa 

deferentia, which can be felt by the finger in the 
common manner. He has a ſcrotum which is 
a empey 
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empty and contracted. He has not the leafl ve- 
ſtige of a navel; and very little beard, in your” 


tion to his age. 


Though the . yet when the 


glans is titulated with a warm hand, there is an 
evident ſwelling. He declares, however, that he 


has neither inclination for venery nor emiſſion of 
ſemen. But, as he has teſticles and diſtinct vaſa 


deferentia, it is probable that they terminate in the 


rectum, and that the ſemen is diſcharged with the 
foeces. 


The fungous excreſcence teme to have been the 
original paſſage for the umbilical veſſels; and its 


low ſituation is probably owing to the want of a 
veſica urinaria, by which the umbilical arteries are 
ſupported and directed to the umbilicus in a natu- 
ral ſtate, That the veſica urinaria is wanting, is 


proved by the conſtant and involuntary flow of 


urine, by the want of an urethra, and by the intro- 


duction of a probe at the openings Gem : whine 


the urine is diſcharged, which are evidently the 
orifices or terminations of the ureters. The excreſ- 


cence would probably have ſkined over, had it 
not been for the conſtant diftillation of urine ex- 


coriating the parts. 


His 
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His ſmall quantity of beard may probably be 
owing to the ſmall ſize of his teſticles, but chiefly 
to the want of veſiculae ſemin ales. By this means, 
there can be little ſtagnation of ſemen, and conſe- 
quently little abſorption of it, to which it is proba- 
ble that the growth of the beard i is principally to 


. attributed. 


As he goes about Wing himſelf for money, 
he endeavours to perſuade ignorant people that he 


has a regular menſtruation. But he has not tlie 


leaſt mark of female about him; and, if blood 
at any time appears, it probably comes from the 
excoriated parts, as there is no perforation exter- 
* but for che ureters and rectum. 


„5 „ * n * 


Extract of a Letter from Dr Percival at Man- 
cheſter, to Dr Duncan at Edinburgh. 


0 An eminent philoſopher informed me, ſome 
time ago, that the ſolvent power of air on water is 
a diſcovery of a much older date than is commonly 
ſuppoſed ; and that it was well known to Dr Ed- 
mund Halley abaut the beginning of the preſent 
century. The following quotation, which I 
have extracted from the ſecond volume of Low- - 

thorp's abridgement of the philoſophical tranſac- 
tions, will ſufficiently evince che truth of this aſ- 
ſertion. 


4 Vayoure 
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Vapours being raiſed by warmth, let us, for 
a firſt ſuppoſition, put, that the whole ſurface of 


the globe were all water very deep, or rather that 


the whale body of the earth were water, and that 


the ſun had his diurnal courſe about it; I take 
it,that it would follow,that the air of itſelf would 
imbibe a certain quantity of acqueous vapours, ö 
and retain them like ſalts diſſolved in water; 
that the ſun warming the air, and drawing a 


more plentiful vapour from the water in the day- 


time, the air would ſuſtain a greater proportion of 


vapours, as warm water will hold more diſſolved 


ſalts, which, upon the abſence of the ſun, in the 
nights, would be all again diſcharged in dews, a- 
nalogous to the precipitation of ſalts 1 in the cooling 


of liquors. 
Vid. nn, 5 abridz of Phil. Tran. vol, 2 


9. 127. 


Dr Prieftley continues to proſecute his ex- 


periments on various Kinds of air, and has diſco- 


vered, by means of a burning lens, chat ſeveral 


metals, without any acid, yield inſtammable air; 


and that fixed air is diſcharged from alum. The : 


air contained in the bladders of fiſhes, he finds to 


be N noxious 4 fact which has ſuggeſt- 
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cd to him a very intereſting. train of experi- 
ments.“ 

VVV 

An 25 lum or lock-hoſpital, for tie reception 
cf female patients labouring under the venereal 
diſeaſe, has been latcly eſtabliſhed at Mancheſter, 
and we wiſh ſo laudable an example may be fol- 
lowed in other places. To ſhew the utility cf 
ſuch inſtitutions, and to obviate the obje * ions 
which h. ve been made to them, we ſhall inſert the 
following advertiſement, written by Dr Percival, 
and prefixed to the report of the hoſpital above. 
mentioned, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Whoever reflects on the variety of diſeaſes 10 
which the human body | is incident, Will find, with 
concern, that a conſiderable part of them are de- 
' rived from immoderate paſſions, ard vitious in- 
dulgence. Sloth, intemperance, and irregular de- 

"res are the great ſources af evil, which contract 
1e duration „ and imbitter the enoyment of life. 


But 
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But humanity, while ſhe mourns over the vices of 


mank ind, incites us to alleviate the miſeries which 


flow from them. The private hand of charity is 
never ſhut, when ſickneſs, complicated with po- 


verty, prelents itſelf; and hoſpitals are eſtabliſh- 


ed in every part of the kingdom for the recepti- 


on of the wretched, whether innocent or guilty. 


A neu- inſtituticn, founded on theſe Renee | 


principles, conſonant to ſound policy, and favou- 
rable to the intereits of virtue, now claims the at- 
tention and encouragement of the public. TI.: 
object of it is to provide rel ef for 2 1: zathſome 


and painful diſtemper, often fatal when ne lect- 


ed; but which admits of an almoit certain Cure, 
when the patient is under confinement, and ſub- 


ject to proper regulations. This aſylum, it may 


reaſonably be hoped, will with-draw from their 
| haunts thofe wretches who ſeduce unwary youth, 
contaminate them with diſeaſe, ſprca Wide intec-. 
tion, and entail ſhame and miſery on a feeble po. 
ſterity. To the penitent ſufferers, it will afford 
a pleaſing retuge; will ge opportuntq to con- 
firm their wavering reſolut'ons: and will reſtore 


them to! calth, to peace, and vietuin ts, Happy. 


1 
WIII the governo 15 be, in 0411 | 112 ning 2 uch Vo ICI Ul 


injunction: 55 ef 10 mere: 
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Propoſals have been circulated for publiſhing, 
by ſubſcription, at London, An Illuſtration of the 
Materia Medica, by elegant engravings, coloured 
after nature, of the more rare articles uſed in me- 


 dicine, as well exotic as indigenous. It is ex- 


pected that this work will be compleated in fif. 
ty numbers, each containing two folio plates and 
one ſheet of letter. preſs, price 45. 


Dr Hunter* 8 plates of the gravid uterus are 
now advertiſed to be F in November 
| next. 


At a meeting of the royal college of hs ſicians 
in Edinburgh, on the ſecond of Auguſt 1774, 

Dr Nathan Spens, and Dr Robert Hunter, both 
of Edinburgh, were elected fellows of the college. 


On the fourteenth of January 1774, Lucas 
Pepys, M. B. Phyſician to the Middleſex hof- 
pital, and John Burgeſs, M. B. Phyſician to St. 
George's hoſpital, were admitted to the degree of 
doctor of medicine; and, on the gth of July 

1774, Charles Cameron, A. M. was admitted to 

the degree of batchelor of medicine, by the uni- 
_verſiry of Oxford. 


On 


| 5 
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On the ſecond of October 1773, Chriſtianus 
Ludovicus Willich, eminent for his knowledge 


in natural hiſtory and botany, died at Gottingen; 
and, on the fourth of April 1774, Dr Oliver 
Goldſmith, whoſe literary character is well known 


to moſt of our readers, died at London, 


& 1. 
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P. loſophical tranſactions, giving ſome account 
: of tae preſent undertakings, ſtudies, and la- 
ours of the ingenious, in many conſiderable parts 
cf the world. Vol. LXIV. part I. 4to, London. 


An Eſſay on the moſt effectual means of pre- 
ſerving the health of ſeamen in the royal navy ; 
end a diſſertation on fevers and infection: Tope- 
ter with obſervations on the jail-diſtemper, and 
ne proper methods of preventing and ſtopping its 

afection. By James Lind, M. D. 8 vo, London. 

' Obſervations on Dr Williams's treatiſe upon 
the gout. By Mr Daniel Smith, author of a letter 
to Dr Cadogan, with remarks on the fame ſub- 
ject, 8vo, London. : 


Hort: 
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Hort Malabarici pars prima, de vari generis 
r horibus et fructicibus ſtliquoſis; Latinis, Mala- 


Laricis, Arabicis, Brachmanum characteribus no- 
minibuſque expreſſis, adjecta fiorum, fructuum, ſe- 


minumque vera dclineatione, colorum viriumque 


accurata deſcriptione, adornata per nob! fimum 


ac generoſiſſimum D. D. Henricum van Rhede 
Tot. Draakeſtein, Yoparcham in Mydrecht, quon- 


dam Malabarici regni gubernatorem, ſupremi con- 
ſeſſus apud Indos Belgas ſenatorem extraordina- 
rium, nunc vero equeltris ordinis illuſtribus ac 
praep<tentibus provinciae Ultrajectinae proceribus 


ad{criptum, et Theodorum Sanſon ab Almeloveen 


M D. Notis auxit et commentariis illuſtravit Jo- 
anncs Comme inus. Nunc primum elaffium, ge- 


nerum, et ſpecierum characteres Linnacanas, ſy- 
nonyma auctorum atque obſervationes addidit, 
et indice Linnacano adauxit, Joannes Hill, M. D. 


ac ademiae imperialis naturac curioſorumi Dioſco- 


rides quartus, 4to, London. 


Obſervations and experiments on the poiſon of 
copper. By William Fenn. NMI. . P. R. S. 
12110, I 0ndon. 


An oration delivered before the American phi- 


lotopiical fociety, held at Philadelphi., February 


th 1774; containing an INGUTY into the natural 


luiſto 7 
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5 hiſtory of medicine among the Indians in North 

America; with a comparative view of their diſ- 
eaſes and remedies with thoſe of civilized nations. 
With an appendix, c containing provts and illuſtra- 
tions. 


De la b et du traitement des maladies, 
principalement des aigues; ouvrage fonds ſur 
Fobicrvation. Traduit di Latin de M. Eller, pre- 
mier medecin du Roi de Pruſſe, par M. J. A- 
gathange le Roi, M. D. medecin de M. le Comte 
de Provence, &c. 12mo, Paris. 


Obſervations et experiences ſur le charbon ma- 
lin, avec un methode aſſurẽe de le guerir. Par 
NMI. Fournier, M. D. de la faculté de Montpellier, 
medecin penſionnẽ de la ville de Dijon, et mede- 
cin des etats-generaux du duche de Bourgogne. 
8vo, Dijon. 


Tableau de Tanalyſe chymique, ou procẽdẽs du 
cours de chymie de M. Rouelle, apothecaire de 
S. A. S. Monſeigneur le Duc d' Orleans, demon- 
Arareur de chymie au jardin royal des plantes de 
la fociets des arts de Londres, et de Pacademie 

dlectorale d'Erfort, 8 vo, Paris. 
Memoires pour ſervir à Phiſtoire des inſectes. 
Per M. Reaumur, 6 vols, 4to. avec 267 figures; 
nouvelle 
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nouvelle edition, propoſcs par ſouſcription. 
Paris. Pi 7 | 


Hiſtoire des plantes de la Guiane Francoiſe, 


ranges ſuivant la methode ſexuele. Par M. Fuſce 
Aublet; ou ſe trouve la deſcription et les figures 
de 400 plantes, qui n'avoient point encore ẽtẽ de 

crites ni gravces, propoſe Ig ſouſcription, 3 vols 


4to, Paris. 


Dictionnaire raiſonnẽ univerſel de matiere me- 


dicale. Par feu M. de la Beyrie, M. D. revu et 


mis en ordre par M. Goulin; avec pres de 80 


figures, deſſinẽes par M. de Garjault, et graves par 


les plus habiles maitres, propoſe par ſouſcription, 


8 vols, 8vo, Paris. 


Tableau du produit des affinites chymique, 
grande feuille grave, dedice a M. de la Maignon 
de Maleſherbes. Par le Sieur F ourcy apothecaire, 
Paris. 


Traitẽ de Fexperience en general, et principale- 
mueent dans l' art de guerir. Par M. Zimmermann, 


I. D. traduit de Allemande par M. le Febure, 


12mo, Paris. 


Manuel anti- ſy phillitique, ou eſſai ſur les mala- 


dies veneriennes ; ouvrage fonde ſur experience 


et 
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et Vobſervation, et red! ge d' apres les principæs 
des plus grands mececins, avec un preſervatif de 
ces maladies, Par M. de Cezan, doctcur rec dent 
de la faculte de medecine en Puniverſit de Paris, 
12M0, Paris. 12 


Medecine pratique de Sydenham, avec des 
notes; 3 ouvrage traduit en Frangois ſur la der- 
niere Edition Angloiſe, par feu M. A. F. Jault, 
M. D. et profeſſeur au college royal. 8vo, Paris. 


Phyſica ſpecimina 8vo, Milan. 


mw Gerhards Beyfugung, r. i. e. Additions to 

Chemiſtry and natural hiſtory, part. 1. By 
Charles Abraham-Gerard, M. D. Berlin. 

Abhandlung von der auſzicheng des grauen 
ſtaars, &c. i. e. A treatiſe on the « extraction of 
the cataract. By M. Aug. Richter, M. D. Got- 
tingen. 

J. Brambilla chirurgiſche practiſche abhand- 
lung, i. e. A treatiſe of practical urgety *. 1 
| Brambilla, Vienna. 

' Naturalis philoſophiae elementa, in libros duos 
diſtributa, ad uſum auditorum ſuorum collecta a 


D. Joanne Alberto ab Colombo, in Patavino 
8 gymnaſio 
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pymanaſio publico primario philoſophiae profeſ- 
ore, 2 vol, 8vo, Paris. 


Opuſcute phy ſiquc Et chymiques. Par M. 


Lavoiſier de académie royale des ſciences, 8vo, 
Padua. e 


Traite de mꝭtẽorologie, contenant, 1. L'hi- 
ſtoire des obſcrvations mẽtẽorologiques: 2. Un 


traite des met ores: 3. L'hiſtoire et la deſcrip- 
tion du baromètre, du thermometre, et des autres 
inſtrumens metcorologiques : 4. Les tables des 


obſcrvations meteorologiques, et Botanico-mceteo- 


rologiques : 5. Les reſultats des tables et des ob- 
fervations : 6. La mcthode pour faire les obſerva- 
tions mEtEorologiques. Par le Pere Cotte, Pretre 
de Poratoire et Cure de Montmorenci, 4to, 
Parts, 


_ Fraite fur le ſcorbut, traduit du Latin de M. 


Meitleur, medecin de Montpellier. Par M. Gi- 


rand, medecin de Beſangon. Paris. 


Eloge hiſtorique de Jean-F rederic Meyer, au- 


teur des eſſais de chymie ſur la chaux vive, le feu, 
&c. Par M. Dreux, apothecaire gagnant mai⸗ 
rriſe de Photel royal : des invalides. Paris. 


Diſſert tationes 
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Diſſertationes medicae, quas ex auctoritate re- 
verendi admodum viri Gulielmi Roberſon, SS. 
T. P. Academiae Edinburgenae praefecti; nec 
non ampliſſimi ſenatus academici conſenſu et no- 


diliſſimae facultatis medicae decreto; pro gradu 
doctoratus, ſummiſque in medicina honoribus et 


Privilegiis rite et legitime conſequen dis, erudito- 
rum examini fubjecerunt, 


de Hendy, Barbadoentis, De ſecretione 
| glandulari. 


Joannes Gilchriſt, W De febre ano- 
d mala inter Dumfriſienſes epidemica, anno 1767. 


Gulielmus Harvey, Hibernus, De venenis. 


ee Henderſon, Brirannus, De phchif ; 
pulmonali. 
Daniel Daly, Hibernus, De menorrhagia in 
non gravidis nec . 


Joannis Sims, Anglus, De uſu ms frigh 
dee nterno. 


Thomas Sanden, Britannus, De atmoſphaerae 
natura et effectibus quibuſdan. 


Jacobus 
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Jacobus M*Fie, Britannus, De variola. 


Patricius Kcary, Hibernus, De febre puerpe- 


rarum. 


tionę. 


CONTENTS. 
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